
Draft Waiuku Estuary Management Plan 

What do you think of the Draft Plan?

Please post this to: Freepost Authority No. 201534, Franklin District Council, Private Bag 5, Pukekohe, 1730 (no stamp 

needed). Please print your name and address clearly, and include a contact phone number and/or email so that we can keep 

you informed on the development of this Draft Plan.

Your Details:

Full Name: Mr/Mrs/Ms. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               (first name). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   (last name)

Street Address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                                      

Town/City: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                                          

Primary Contact Number: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                              

Secondary Contact Number:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                            

Email:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Would you like to attend a meeting and present your thoughts to us?  Yes/No

Privacy Act Note: Please be aware when providing personal information that the submission forms are part of the public 
consultation process for the Draft Waiuku Estuary Management Plan and may be reproduced and made publicly available.

The Draft Plan is available on the Auckland Regional Council and the Franklin 

District Council websites and at the FDC offices in Waiuku and Pukekohe.  

This information leaflet summarises the vision of the Draft Plan and includes

a form for your feedback.  Please send this back to us by 23 February 2007.

The Waiuku Estuary has been subject to recent and ongoing change.  

Mangrove expansion and sedimentation in particular have reduced boat 

access, recreational use and aesthetic values.  FDC and ARC have been 

developing a Waiuku Estuary Management Plan to address these issues and 

protect the estuary as a key asset for Waiuku.  The Draft Plan covers the area 

from the Tamakae Reserve to the Needles.

In order to hear your views and desires for the future of the estuary, we held 

community meetings and an open day, established a Working Group of 

community representatives and conducted a postal survey questionnaire.  We 

have also undertaken studies of the ecology and coastal processes of the area.  

The information gathered was considered in developing the Draft Plan.  We 

now want your views on the proposals in the Draft Plan.

FEEDBACK FORM
Please remember that the whole Draft Plan is available at the locations and websites listed on the front of this leaflet and will 

assist with filling out this form. You may also wish to come to the Open Day to learn more. Use this form to give your thoughts 

and feedback on the Draft Plan.  Feel free also to draw on the maps any suggested changes and attach extra pages as needed.

Which part/s of the  Draft 

Plan is your comment on?

What feedback or comments do you have

to make on this point?

What change would you suggest?

 
After the councils have collected all your comments there will be a Presentation Meeting where you are welcome to come 

and present your feedback form to us in person.  If you are interested in attending this meeting please note that above and a 

council officer will contact you prior to the meeting.
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The Vision for Waiuku Estuary.
The Waiuku Estuary is a valued community asset with significant potential, but is subject to numerous natural and human 

induced pressures.  The Draft Plan sets forward a vision with six key goals for the Waiuku Estuary:

1.	 Manage mangroves in selected areas using environmentally appropriate and sustainable methods. 

The selected areas have been chosen because the mangrove encroachment is having adverse environmental effects.  Selection of areas needs 

to balance the ecological benefits of mangroves, the adverse effects of mangrove expansion and the feasibility of removal activities.  The maps 

on the next page show the areas where the Draft Plan recommends short, medium and long term mangrove removal including areas where it is 

recommended to continue hand removal of mangrove seedlings.  

2.	 Maintain and enhance the existing ecological, natural character, landscape, cultural and historic values of the wider 

environment, in and around the Waiuku Estuary. 

The Estuary has many features that contribute to its significance.  The Draft Plan proposes a range of actions including: identifying and protecting 

cultural heritage sites; creating heritage trails; restoration plantings; and water quality improvements.   

3.	 Minimise the effect of catchment activities on sedimentation in the Estuary 

Like all estuaries, the Waiuku Estuary is experiencing a natural aging process which includes natural infilling and sedimentation.  Changes in the 

development and land use surrounding the Waiuku Estuary has increased the rate of sedimentation.  The Draft Plan recommends improvements in 

land management practices to reduce the sedimentation rate.  These management practices include riparian planting, controls on earthworks and 

beginning to monitor the sedimentation rates.

4.	 Enhance public access to the coastline and Estuary 

Improving access to the Estuary and coastline is something that is clearly important to the community.  The Draft Plan includes evaluating the 

feasibility of channel dredging to provide for improved vessel access to Tamakae Reserve. The Plan presents four dredging options, ranging in 

possible size. Options 1 and 2 are shown on the maps opposite, Options 3 and 4 cover a greater area.*  It also recommends investigating the 

issues associated with the removal of pacific oyster shell accumulations in certain areas of the Estuary where the oysters are restricting boating and 

recreational activities.  The next page has maps showing the recommendations for new walkways, boardwalks and viewing platforms to help provide 

better access.

5.	 Protect existing and future coastal development from coastal hazards 

Coastal erosion and other coastal hazards have been identified as an issue in some parts of the Waiuku Estuary area covered by the Draft Plan.  

The objective of the Draft Plan is to manage these coastal hazards by monitoring the erosion rates and developing, over time, site specific erosion 

protection measures to respond to the risks.

6.	 Provide for appropriate development opportunities in the Tamakae Reserve and Town Basin 

As a community you have expressed support for improvements around Tamakae Reserve to link the town to the wider Estuary, to create a 

focal point for the town and improve access to the Estuary.  The Draft Plan wants to ensure that an integrated plan will guide the development 

opportunities proposed for the area and that any development supports the historical, cultural and environmental values of the site.  At the open day 

you will have a chance to see some ideas that have been proposed for the area and to give feedback on these.  The proposals include hard edging 

the wharf area, Glenbrook Vintage Railway terminus, a maritime museum, and commercial developments. 

Want to know more?  

An open day will be held  to display more information on the Draft Plan and the background to it.  Officers from the FDC 

and ARC will be available at the open day to answer questions.  

  	 So take some time to come along and learn more: 	 Saturday 10 February 2007, 10am – 3.30pm 

		  FDC Waiuku Community Centre, King St, Waiuku.

RANGIWHEA CREEK

High relative wave exposure
Walkway
Hand removal of mangrove 
seedlings
Medium-term mangrove 
removal area

GOLF COURSE CREEK
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High relative wave exposure
Hand removal of mangrove seedlings
Walkway/boardwalk

WAIUKU RIVER/TAMAKAE RESERVE

Hand removal of mangrove seedlings
Medium term mangrove removal areas
Investigate long-term mangrove removal options
Dredging Option 2 (25m wide channel)
Walkway/boardwalk

STUDY AREA 

WAIUKU RIVER/TAMAKAE RESERVE

Walkway/boardwalk
Hand removal of mangrove seedlings
Short-term mangrove removal, consented
Medium-term mangrove removal areas
Investigate long-term mangrove removal options
Dredging Option 1 (already consented)
Dredging Option 2 (25m wide channel)
Proposed Glenbrook Vintage Railway extension
Footbridge/view platform
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ACTIONS PROPOSED IN THE DRAFT PLAN
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* Note: dredging Option 3 - 25m 
wide channel from Waiuku to the 
Needles, Option 4 - large open 
area in main estuary.


