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2   Kitekite Track / Knutzen Track 
1.8km, 30 minutes (one way)
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3  Karamatura Loop Track  2.4km, 1hour

4   Fairy Falls Track / Old Coach Road Track  
5.6km, 2.5 hrs
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5  Arataki Nature Trail  1.6km, 1hr 15mins
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6  Auckland City Walk 1.5km, 1 hour

One of the most beautiful loop walks in 
the Waitakere Ranges, it starts by the 
information board in the carpark at the 
end of Falls Rd. This area is home to 
some of the best remaining forest in the 
Waitakere Ranges. Marvel at the huge 
kauri, one with a girth of  6.5 metres, and 
large totara that were once used to make 
magnificent waka (canoes). 

This walk is a favourite for visitors to Piha 
wanting to venture beyond the famous Beach 
and iconic Lion Rock. It leads to the 40 metre 
high Kitekite Falls with fine examples of 
regenerating forest on the way. Park at the end 
of Glen Esk Rd and follow the easy metalled 
Kitekite and Knutzen Tracks up the valley. 
The pool at the foot of the falls is great for 
swimming and there are several ideal picnic 
spots near the carpark.

A series of tracks along the cliff tops and through  
the bush between Karekare and Piha with sensational 
views of Auckland’s wild west coast. Start at Log 
Race Rd carpark on Mercer Bay Loop Walk with its 
fabulous views over Mercer Bay and the seemingly 
endless dunes and wetlands of Whatipü. Either stay 
on the Mercer Bay Loop Walk and head back to the 
carpark (1.4km, 1 hour), or add Comans Track (1.4km, 
1 hour) and the  Ahu Ahu Track (2.2km, 1 hour) for a 
longer and even more spectacular loop.

A classic loop walk that features mature kauri, 
beautiful Fairy Falls and views to Auckland City and the 
Coromandel Peninsula. From Scenic Drive opposite the 
parking area, the track starts out level and metalled but 
descends steeply to the top of Fairy Falls (45 mins). It 
then makes a very steep descent beside the falls before 
gradual ascent to Mountain Rd. From there follow the Old 
Coach Rd Track back to Scenic Drive. Alternatively return 
via Goodfellow Track and Fairy Falls Track.A circular walk that begins from the Karamatura Valley 

picnic area, and passes through regenerating forest with 
great views, abundant ni-kau, kahikatea, mähoe, rewarewa 
and impressive specimens of northern rätä. Swimming 
holes in the stream are inviting in the heat of summer.  
It is recommended that this walk be done anti-clockwise.

Park at the Arataki Visitor Centre on Scenic Drive and 
the Nature Trail, a network of metalled loop walks, 
begins across the road. The Plant Identification Loop 
is short and level while the upper and lower loops 
are steep in parts. These walks are recommended 
as an ideal introduction to the native plants and 
wildlife of the Waitakere Ranges. Signs along the 
way explain features of the surrounding forest, which 
includes a wonderful grove of mature kauri.

Feature walks
 Te Ahu Ahu/Comans Track 5km, 3 hours


