
ARCHAEOLOGY AND BRIEF

HISTORY OF THE AMBURY AREA

AUCKLAND REGIONAL COUNCIL

AMBURY REGIONAL PARK

MANAGEMENT PLAN

1994

Pages 62-69

(Please note that this plan has been superseded by the

Auckland Regional Parks Management Plan 2002)



62

If birds fed exclusively in contaminated areas, problems might be evident,
particularly in at-risk individuals such as fledglings, with their smaller body
mass, and nesting adults, in whom fasting might concentrate or release
contaminants from within their own tissues. However, few species live
exclusively in the Manukau, and even fewer feed exclusively in the same
restricted area (white-faced herons and kingfishers, with their more limited
range, are possible exceptions in terms of these behaviours). This minimises the
risk to species for which Ambury is so important (Mike Larcombe, pers comm).

Interestingly, some species of bird appear to be favoured by the present
discharge, for example spoonbills are most often seen in the area directly
exposed to the most concentrated effluent fields because of food in the effluent
itself as well as its locally enriching effect on harbour food resources generally.

However, improvements in effluent quality or even the removal of the discharge
are unlikely to have an adverse effect on food resources for Ambury's birdlife,
given the Manukau's high natural productivity.

Availability of food appears not to be a limiting factor for bird populations. The
significant extent of coastal habitat removed by reclamation, together with
urbanisation to the waters edge (removing high tide roosting areas) has
probably had more impact on harbour ecology to date, especially on birdlife.

ARCHAEOLOGY

Ambury Regional Park is regionally important as the only place in the Auckland
region where Maori stone structures are found in public ownership.

The Department of Conservation's draft Auckland Conservation Management
Strategy lists Ambury and the Mangere area as containing undefended
settlements, defended sites and gardens in a connected group of related sites of
significant historic value.

The draft Strategy states that pa occupying volcanic cones with gardens on the
surrounding lower-lying volcanic soils (such as the Mangere Mountain/Ambury
complex) are probably the most distinctive historic sites in the isthmus area.

Much attention has focussed on the stone structures at Ambury, and the garden
areas have been mapped in detail (Rickard et al 1983). Stone walled fields are
also present at Otuataua (Ihumatao) and Matukurua (south of McLaughlin's
Mountain) (Department of Conservation, 1991).

Ninety five archaeological sites were recorded on Ambury Regional Park in
1981, the majority of which were midden and stone structures, including stone
rows and mounds (Bulmer 1981). Caves were recorded as sites, as midden
were often associated with them. Only four pits and terraces were recorded,
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reflecting the rocky nature of the land. The newly purchased School Paddock
contains a cave and midden, which have now been fenced off with a stone wall.

In general, evidence of habitation is so dense that it should be suspected that
archaeological remains may be found virtually anywhere along the coast..

The most intact group of archaeological features is located at the north eastern
end of the park, accessed via Kiekie Rd. Here, stone mounds and garden walls
are a prominent feature. Some of these sites were destroyed by works
associated with laying the Marsden Point to Wiri Pipetech - MV oil pipeline -
(Cramond and Nevin 1981). An archaeologist was present during excavations,
and recorded destroyed sites (Lilburne 1982a, 1982b). A midden was described
in detail (Adds and Brassey 1983), as well as an area of stoneworks and ,
earthworks (Lilburne 1982a, 1982b, Cox 1982). Rocks, particularly on the
eastern park boundary, have been removed and used in constructing walls on
neighbouring property.

Sites in good condition are also located around the western coastline of the
park. Most obvious are stone rows. Rabbits are constantly unearthing midden
sites at the park.

The construction of a bird viewing shelter was overseen by an archaeologist. A
badly disturbed activity area associated with cooking and processing shellfish,
and an area of stone clearing and gardening activities was recorded (Lawlor
1992).

The archaeological sites of the northeast and west of Ambury Regional Park are
interpreted as two separate major concentrations of settlement. The former was
relatively stone free extremely fertile volcanic soil, used predominantly for
gardening. The coastal sites were probably associated with fishing activities.
Both areas comprised sites relating to domestic living, such as house terraces,
platforms and midden (MacDonald and Buhner 1981).

Most of the sites recorded were not individual features, but groups of features,
as summarised in Table 3. Archaeological features were virtually continuous
along the northern coast and in the southeastern area were probably extensive
villages. It is likely, because of the good garden land, that the Ambury area was
repeatedly if not continuously, occupied (MacDonald and Bulmer 1981).

Detailed Archaeological site records are available from the New Zealand
Archaeological Association Filekeeper at the Department of Conservation.

The food produced on the flats of Ambury were stored in huge rua or pits on
Mangere Mountain. The size of the pits and number of terraces (over 100)
suggests that Mangere Mountain was the site of a small city, rather than a pa,
and home to thousands of Maori people.
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Remnants of stone walls radiate out from the base of the mountain, contiguous
with those on the north eastern boundary of Ambury. The walls divided garden
land and house sites among the families of the Ambury settlement and the pa.

Table 3;

Source;

Percentage of 90 Archaeological Sites at Ambury Regional
Park at which different Features have been recorded

MacDonald and Buhner 1981

[;
fr

Pits
Middens
Caves
Stone mounds
Stone foundation of historic
house

7%
69%
22%
13%
1%

Stone alignments, rows
Stone heaps
Platforms
Stonewalls
Terraces

8%
18%
10%
12%
3%

All archaeological sites on Ambury Regional Park must be interpreted in
relation to Mangere Mountain. Mangere Mountain is one of the northernmost
outposts for the Tainui people. As such it was a significant geological and
spiritual landmark for the Maori people of the region. Wai-o-hua are the mana
o te whenua of the area.

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE AMBURY AREA

Approximately one kilometre south-west of Ambury Regional Park is Puketutu
Island. This island is also known as "Motu-a-Hiaroa" (Island of the Long
Desired) and is claimed to have been populated by some of the earliest Maori
inhabitants of Aotearoa as far back as 950 AD.i . • • . - . ' • . • • . . . • • • •• • • . • ] • • • • • - -^ '
Tradition has it that one of the earliest travellers from Hawaiki (generally
thought to be the Society Islands), Toi-te-hua-tahi, also known as Toi-kai-
rakau, landed his canoe at Whakatane in the Bay of Plenty around 1 125 AD.
From there his iwi (people or tribe) spread, reaching the Auckland area
(Tamaki-makau-rau) around 1 150 AD and visiting the inhabitants of Motu-a-
Hiaroa.

Toi's iwi merged with those already inhabiting the area, a people who were
known by several names, one being Nga Oho who were the dominant people in
the Tamaki-makau-rau area. Motu-a-Hiaroa became an important centre for
them.
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The island was a stronghold, partially isolated and easily fortified, with fertile
soil and close to excellent fishing grounds. Motu-a-Hiaroa became prized by
the tahgata whenua (people of the land) and the tuahu (ceremonial place) on
the island became very important, holding great mana (spiritual importance and
prestige) for the people of the surrounding area. It was also known to be a
home of the important Tohunga (spiritual leader) Rakataura, and so the summit
of the island is called f e Tomata a Rakataura.

Motu-a-Hiaroa became so populated that people settled in the surrounding
coastal areas, including the land now in Ambury Regional Park. Many of the
earliest archaeological sites at Ambury may have been a result of this
habitation.

The arrival of what is now known as the Great Fleet in Aotearoa occurred
around 1350 AD. People from four canoes had an effect on Tamaki-makau-rau
history; the Tainui, Arawa, Aotea and the Mataatua. The Tainui, however,
became the most important for the Manukau area. The Tainui sailed into the
Hauraki Gulf and the Waitemata Harbour and up the Tamaki River. At
Otahuhu the canoe was drawn across the portage route into the Manukau
Harbour. Continuing past the area where Ambury Regional Park is now
located, they made their way to Kawhia. The people settled there and
ultimately spread to the Waikato, Hauraki and Tamaki, all of which became
great Tainui areas.

Following the arrival of the Great Fleet, the history of the Tamaki - Mangere
area was one of continuous intertribal struggles. Rich and extensive, with two
seas nearby, the isthmus was a much loved area and came to be known as
Tamaki-makau-rau (Tamaki, the bride sought by a hundred lovers). Not only
was it a desirable area in which to live, but with its portages, it formed a
highway for war parties travelling north and south. On all vantage points
elaborate fortifications were erected.

The people lived in their kainga, or villages, working in the fields nearby and
moving to their fighting pa for meetings, celebrations and defence. Cultivations
were extensive and taro, hue (gourds) and uwhi (yams) were grown in addition
to the main crops of kumara. In addition to agriculture, the Maori lived by
hunting and fishing.

Mangere Mountain, also known as Te-ara-Pueru, a short distance from
Ambury, was one of many large pa on the volcanic cones of the isthmus. Many
kainga surrounded the pa at Mangere Mountain and the land now known as
Ambury Regional Park was a part of these settlements.

From a strategic point of view the pa at Mangere was extremely important as it
overlooked the portage between the Manukau and Waitemata harbours, the
main route for north - south travel. Canoes would paddle up the Tamaki River,
portage across to the Manukau at Otahuhu, canoe again to Waiuku and portage
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to the Awaroa River which then led down to the Waikato River. It is claimed
that one of the launching points for the canoes lies within the Kiwi Esplanade
reserve just to the east of the park where the launching ramps for the Manukau
Yacht Club are now situated.

Springs close to the foreshore in Ambury provided a convenient fresh water
source and may have been utilised by the travellers:

Around the 1500's the great Nga Oho leader Hua dominated the Tamaki
isthmus. Such was the mana of Hua that he was given the name Hua kai waka
- the consumer of canoes. The Wai-o-Hua iwi, later to become important hi
the area, descended from Hua.

The Wai-o-Hua defended the Tamaki area against outside tribal groups during
the 1600's. Maungakiekie (One Tree Hill) was the main citadel of the isthmus
with Mangere the chief hill fort. With the elaborate fortifications of the area,,
the Wai-o^Hua resisted attacks and by middle the of the eighteenth century the
grandson of Hua, the notorious Kiwi Tamaki, led the people.

A major conflict with the powerful Ngati Whatua iwi of the north began when
Kiwi Tamaki went to the Helensville area at the invitation of the Ngati Whatua.
In order to avenge the killing of his ancestors by the Ngati Whatua, Kiwi
Tamaki slew many local chiefs. The Ngati Whatua of the Kaipara area
retaliated to avenge these deaths.

After many years of raids and fighting, the Ngati Whatua took several pa near
the Manukau Heads. Kiwi Tamaki and the Wai-o-Hua attacked at Paruroa and
a great battle took place in which Kiwi Tamaki and many other Wai-o-Hua and
Ngati Whatua leaders were killed.

The Ngati Whatua then took control of some of the pa in the Tamaki-makau-
rau area including Maungakiekie. However the strong pa of Motu-a-Hiaroa
(Puketutu Island) and Mangere remained in Wai-o-Hua hands for some tune.

Mangere was left unmolested by the Ngati Whatua for some tune, as it was a
formidable fortress. However the Wai-o-Hua contacted the people of the
Waikato, their aim being to join with them and avenge the conquest of the
isthmus by the Ngati Whatua. On learning of this, the Ngati Whatua resolved
to destroy the pa.

Many attacks were repelled, however eventually even Mangere fell. One night,
when the defenders were fatigued with the persistence of the attackers, the
Ngati Whatua approached from the north. The Wai-o-Hua had placed large
quantities of pipi shells over the pathway entrances into the pa so that they
might hear anyone approaching and be warned. The Ngati Whatua however,
spread their clothing over the shells and crept silently across them, surprising
and finally defeating the Wai-o-Hua.
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The isthmus was then occupied by both Wai-o-Hua and Ngati Whatua and
intermarriage occured. The people of Tamaki-makau-rau then became known
as Nga Iwi. The Ngati Whatua leader Tuperiri with his other chiefs controlled
much of Tamaki-makau-rau at this time. Peace was not to remain long
however, and soon the Nga Iwi were at war with neighbouring tribes. This
incessant warfare brought about a decline in the population of the Tamaki area.
In addition a flu epidemic called rewharewha in 1790 depleted the population
even more.

Around 1790 the Nga Puhi iwi from the north began raiding the Tamaki area,
decimating the Nga Iwi and the rest of the isthmus population even further.
Many retreated to the safety of the Waikato or took refuge with the Kawerau
iwi in the forests of Waitakere.

The first Europeans to arrive on the Manukau were five missionaries led by the
Reverend Samuel Marsden. Travelling down from the Bay of Islands, they
arrived at the harbour on November 9 1820 and explored the area for several
days by canoe and on foot.

Around this time the Nga Puhi raids finally ceased and by way of a marriage,
peace was cemented between the Nga Puhi and the iwi of the Waikato,
including the remnants of the Ngati Whatua of Tamaki and Wai-o-Hua peoples.
Matire Toha, daughter of the Nga Puhi leader Rewa was married in 1823 to
Kati Takiwaru, the younger brother of Te Wherowhero (the paramount leader
of all Waikato) and they settled on the slopes of Te-ara-Pueru (Mangere
Mountain).

European settlement of Tamaki land had begun at this time and by the 1830's
gangs of "pit sawyers" operated in the heavy bush that surrounded the harbour,
taking the totara and kauri trees which the area contained.

The area was well used in the early colonial days as the favoured route to and
from the Waikato. Europeans and Maoris would use the traditional route up
the Tamaki River, portaging across to the Manukau, canoeing again to Waiuku,
portaging to the Awaroa River then down into the Waikato. Many people
would therefore have travelled past the park site, possibly utilising the coastal ,
areas for overnight stays.

The first major European settlement of the Manukau district was during the
1840's when 552 immigrants from the ships Duchess of Argyle and Jane
Gifibrd arrived in the Waitemata on October 10 1842. The majority were
farmers who settled in Mangere and other nearby places, because the soils were
highly productive.

During the latter part of the 1840's Governor Grey feared further invasions
from the powerful Nga Puhi iwi of the north. In order to protect the fledgling
settlement of Auckland he requested Te Wherowhero and eighty of his best
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warriors and their families to settle at Mangere. Te Wherowhero and his
people settled next to Te Wherowhero's brother Kati Takiwaru, on 480 acres
of land near Mangere Bridge, including the land on which the marae Te Puea is
now located.

During the 1850's the Mangere Bridge area was peacefully inhabited by iwi of
the Waikato, Ngati Whatua and Wai-o-Hua, together with Pakeha settlers.
Maori canoes using the harbour totalled more than 1700 and agricultural
activities, both Maori and Pakeha, prospered. This peace in the area however,
was also to be short lived.

The continued arrival of more and more European settlers produced a demand
for more land. Combined with a growing Maori awareness of the effect of land
sales, this began to cause conflict. In response to their grave concerns, the
people of the Manukau and the Waikato united into a Tainui tribal
confederation under their king Te Wherowhero (also known as King Potatu) in
1858. Together they made a stand against further sales of tribal land.

Governor Grey, threatened by this defiance and prompted by insecure Pakeha
settlers, demanded that the Manukau Maori turn over all their weapons arid
sign a formal declaration of allegiance to the Queen^ or retire to trie Waikato.
Almost the entire tangata whenua of Manukau joined their relatives in the
Waikato. • " • ' . • • . • •• '••^^.->-f"' . ; ' ;-:<. : :- ' ' . . ' " • .

The war between the Pakeha settlers and the iwi of the Waikatb began in 1863
and the Maori property at Mangere was confiscated by the government on the
grounds that they believed that the Maoris had proved disloyal. Their houses
were ransacked, their cattle seized and their canoes burned. Although some
Maori returned after the war and some land was returned, by far the majority of
the land remained in Pakeha hands.

In 1893, Stephen James Ambury formed Ambury, English and Company and
began to build a dairying business on the basis of producing quality milk
delivered fresh to customers. By the turn of the century the Company had
dairy farms at Ambury (site of the Regional Park) and at Remuera. Innovative
management and use of technology saw the Ambury Milk Company, as it was
later known, at the forefront of the town milk supply industry for the city of
Auckland from 1900 to the present day.

The 135 ha Ambury Regional Park was progressively acquired by the then
Auckland Regional Authority's Drainage Department between 1965 and 1973.
Its principal purpose was initially to function as protection land for the sewage
treatment plant nearby. In 1973 the Authority's Policy and Finance Committee
approved the land being made available for recreational use by community
groups. In June 1975 the land became the responsibility of the Authority's
Regional Parks Committee. Although various uses for the land were
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considered after this date, no finality was reached until September 1977, when
the Regional Parks Committee resolved to establish a farm park on the land.

This objective has been reflected in the park's progressive development since
then. A farming operation encompassing both sheep and cattle was established,
together with a manager's residence, service facilities and cattle yards.
Extensive fencing was undertakenand several leases were granted, the principal
ones being to the Auckland District Pony Club and the Riding for the Disabled
Association. The latter involved progressive development of a large complex
incorporating both indoor and outdoor facilities.

The park was officially opened on September 26 1987, providing an
opportunity for urban dwellers to experience a working farm and open space
for recreation close to the centre of the Auckland urban area.

The Local Government Amendment Act 1992 saw Ambury firmly designated
as parkland, with the same inalienable status as other regional parkland.

However, as a result of the local government restructuring under the Local
Government Amendment Act 1992 and the resulting formation of Watercare
Services Limited (WSL) as a separate entity from the Auckland Regional
Council, both parties (WSL and the ARC) entered into a Deed of Land
Covenants. This Deed is registered against both the ARC'S Ambury Regional
Park and WSL Certificates of Title. The overall intention of the parties
entering into this Deed of Land Covenants was to recognise the fact that the
lands which now comprise Ambury Regional Park provide an important buffer
between the operations of the Wastewater Treatment Plant and the public. The
aim of this Deed of Land Covenants is to limit the development of
'improvements so as to maintain Ambury's open parkland and potentially to
allow the park area to be used to disseminate any noxious or unpleasant effects
of the Wastewater Treatment Plant.
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