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24.1 INTRODUCTION

Section 12(1)(b) of the RMA states that no person 
may, in the coastal marine area, erect, reconstruct, 
place, alter, extend, remove, or demolish any 
structure or any part of a structure that is fi xed in, 
on, under, or over any foreshore or seabed, unless 
expressly allowed by a rule in a regional coastal plan 
or a resource consent.  The RMA also states that no 
person may occupy land of the coastal marine area 
unless allowed by a rule in a regional coastal plan or a 
resource consent.

The issue of boat storage is a signifi cant one for 
the Auckland Region.  The estimated capacity of 
existing swing and pile moorings in the Region is 
approximately 7500, with about 6000 being presently 
occupied.  In a number of locations, particularly around 
the Hauraki Gulf islands, the use of moorings is 
seasonal, with holiday makers utilising a mooring for 
the summer months.  Some areas also accommodate 
foreshore moorings, where vessels rest on the 
foreshore for part of the tide.  In some instances these 
foreshore moorings are permanently occupied. 

Mooring areas and individual moorings can impact on 
the natural character of an area, imposing a human 
element on the environment.  However for some 
people views of boats moored with land and sea 
backdrops can enhance amenity values. Moorings 
can also contribute to the social wellbeing of the 
community, and enhance amenity value by providing 
convenient and readily available boat storage.  
Compared to some other forms of vessel storage, 
swing moorings are considered to be a relatively 

ineffi cient use of the coastal marine area.  However, 
due to the character of some areas, they can also be 
the most appropriate method.

Moorings use space within the coastal marine 
area, which may prevent other activities occurring.  
However concentrating moorings in a particular area 
may reduce the level of confl ict with other activities.  
Moorings themselves are unlikely to signifi cantly 
affect water quality or marine ecology.  There 
are often land-based requirements for the use of 
moorings, particularly dinghy racks and car parking.  
Consideration of this is necessary when providing for 
moorings, and will require liaison with the relevant 
territorial authority.

This Plan has established Mooring Management 
Areas where the mooring of vessels is encouraged. 
This plan also provides for lawfully established swing 
and pile moorings, as a permitted activity other than 
those within Special Activity Areas, and any Coastal 
Protection Area 1.  Where any vegetation clearance or 
dredging is required to maintain them for operational 
purposes, a more restricted level of control applies.  
The day to day management of moorings will be 
controlled by bylaws.

24.2 ISSUE

24.2.1 There are a large number of both recreational 
and commercial vessels within the Auckland 
Region.  Many of these are permanently stored in 
the coastal marine area either on moorings, or in 
marinas.  Individual and groups of moored vessels 

This chapter contains objectives, policies and rules relating to moorings in the coastal marine area.  All 
provisions relating to moorings within Mooring Management Areas are contained in this chapter.  If however 
a mooring is proposed outside of a Mooring Management Area, reference will need to be made to Chapter 11: 
Activities.

Any application for a mooring outside of a Mooring Management Area also needs to consider the matters 
contained in Part III: Values in the assessment of effects on the environment.
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can have an effect on the environment, particularly 
with respect to: natural character, landscape, visual 
and amenity values, other users of the coastal marine 
area, and navigation and safety.  These effects may 
be both adverse and positive for the environment.  
Accordingly, this Plan attempts to concentrate the 
effect of moorings into defi ned locations and to 
prevent a proliferation of moorings throughout the 
coastal marine area.

24.3 OBJECTIVES

24.3.1 To concentrate moorings into defi ned 
locations while avoiding as far as practicable, 
remedying or mitigating adverse effects on the 
environment.

24.3.2 To avoid, as far as practicable, confl icts 
between moorings and other activities in the coastal 
marine area. 

24.3.3 To ensure that effi cient use is made of the 
coastal marine area.

24.4 POLICIES

24.4.1 The mooring of vessels within Mooring 
Management Areas as defi ned on the Plan Maps shall 
be encouraged by:

a providing for as permitted activities  swing 
moorings and existing pile moorings within these 
areas; and

b the ARC limiting its discretion when assessing 
any application for a new pile mooring within the 
Mooring Management Areas; and

c requiring a discretionary resource consent for all 
new moorings outside the Mooring Management 
Areas.

24.4.2 Moorings shall be avoided where they will:

a result in more than minor modifi cation of, or 
damage to, or the destruction of the values of 

any Coastal Protection Area 1 or Tangata Whenua 
Management Area; or

b modify, damage or destroy a site, building, place 
or area scheduled for preservation in Cultural 
Heritage Schedule 1.

24.4.3 The relevant provisions of Part III: Values, 
Chapters 3 to 9 shall be considered in the assessment 
of any proposal to establish moorings in the coastal 
marine area.

24.4.4 New moorings outside the Mooring 
Management Areas shall be generally considered 
inappropriate unless:

a there is no Mooring Management Area in close 
proximity to the proposed mooring site that has 
available space; and

b there are compelling reasons why a mooring 
outside a Mooring Management Area is 
necessary; and

c it can be demonstrated that short term anchorage 
as opposed to a permanent mooring is not a 
practicable option; and

d the mooring and any moored vessel will not 
adversely affect the navigation and safety of other 
vessels; and

e the mooring and any moored vessel will not 
adversely affect other recreational use of the 
coastal marine area, including the short term 
anchorage of other recreational vessels; and

f the mooring and any moored vessel will not 
adversely affect the operation of any existing 
activity or any activity that has been granted 
resource consent; and

g there are no practicable land-based storage 
options; and

h the mooring and any moored vessel will not 
restrict public access to and along the coastal 
marine area.
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24.4.5 In addition to Policies 24.4.3 and 24.4.4, any 
proposal for a mooring shall demonstrate how visual 
and amenity values of the area have been maintained 
or enhanced to the greatest extent practicable.

24.4.6 Moorings within Special Activity Areas shall 
be avoided.

24.4.7 A mooring or a mooring area should be 
established only where it can be demonstrated that 
the site is suitable in terms of wave, tide, and wind 
conditions, particularly during storm events.

24.4.8 Suffi cient provisions should be made for 
land-based facilities associated with new Mooring 
Management Areas, or extensions to Mooring 
Management Areas.

24.4.9 In assessing any proposals for moorings 
consideration shall be given to boat storage systems 
which avoid using space in the coastal marine area.

24.4.10 Mooring areas which are adjacent to land 
of high amenity and recreational value should be 
managed so as to maintain easy access to that land.

24.4.11 Notwithstanding Rule 35.5.1, noise 
associated with the mooring of vessels in the coastal 
marine area should as far as practicable be avoided or 
minimised.  This includes noise from halyard slap and 
general maintenance and operational activities.

24.5 RULES

NB: Nothing in this chapter prevents other use and 
development from being undertaken within the 
Mooring Management Areas provided that it 
complies with any relevant provisions of this Plan.

The maximum number of moorings specifi ed for each 
Mooring Management Area is contained in Schedule 5.

The standards applying to moorings within and outside 
of the Mooring Management Areas are controlled 
by bylaws and need to be complied with before any 
mooring is established.

Permitted Activities

24.5.1 Existing and new swing moorings and 
their maintenance, repair and occupation within 
the Mooring Management Areas, provided that the 
number of moorings, including proposed moorings, 
does not exceed the maximum number of moorings 
for the Mooring Management Area set out in Schedule 
5 to this Plan.

24.5.2 Existing pile moorings and their maintenance, 
repair and occupation within the Mooring Management 
Areas as at 25 February 1995.

24.5.3 Existing lawful swing and pile moorings 
outside of Mooring Management Areas and their 
maintenance, repair and occupation as at 25 February 
1995, other than:

a those within Special Activity Areas; and

b those within any Coastal Protection Area 1 that 
require any vegetation clearance or dredging to 
be maintained for operational purposes.

Restricted Discretionary Activities

24.5.4 New pile moorings and their occupation 
within the Mooring Management Areas.

24.5.4.1 The ARC will restrict the exercise of its 
discretion under Rule 24.5.4 to the following matters:

a the visual impacts that the mooring has on the 
surrounding environment; and

b navigation and safety; and

c public access through the Mooring Management 
Areas; and

d duration of consent; and

e monitoring of the consent.

Applications will be considered without notifi cation 
or the need to obtain the written approval of affected 
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persons, in accordance with section 94(1A) of the 
RMA, unless in the opinion of the ARC there are 
special circumstances justifying notifi cation.

Discretionary Activities

24.5.5 Moorings including the vessel proposed to 
be moored and their occupation, outside the Mooring 
Management Areas, but not within any Coastal 
Protection Area 1 or Special Activity Area. 

Non-Complying Activities

24.5.6 Any mooring and its occupation which is not 
provided for as a permitted, restricted discretionary, 
or discretionary activity, and which is not a prohibited 
activity in any other rule contained in this chapter.

Prohibited Activities

24.5.7 Any mooring and its occupation which would 
modify, other than for the purpose of maintaining 
intrinsic heritage values, damage, or destroy any site, 
building, place or area scheduled for preservation in 
the Cultural Heritage Schedule 1.

24.5.8 Moorings within any Special Activity Area.

24.6 OTHER METHODS

24.6.1 Bylaws established under the Local 
Government Act 1974 shall be used to manage the 
placement, standards, and navigational and safety 
requirements of moorings within the Mooring 
Management Areas.  In addition the bylaws shall, as 
far as practicable, ensure the placement of moorings 
and vessels allows:

a public access of other vessels through the 
Mooring Management Areas; and

b the maintenance of views through the Mooring 
Management Areas; and

c the reduction to the greatest extent practicable, 
of the visual impacts of the Mooring 
Management Areas; and

d the short term anchorage of other vessels, 
especially during storm events.

24.6.2 The ARC will facilitate the relocation of 
existing lawful moorings from Special Activity Areas to 
other appropriate locations.

24.7 PRINCIPAL REASONS FOR ADOPTING

24.7.1 Objectives, Policy 24.4.1, and Rules 24.5.1, 24.5.2 
and 24.5.4.

There are a large number of moored vessels 
throughout the Auckland coastal marine area.  While 
moorings need to be provided for, the effects of this 
activity, including the effi cient use of space, need to 
be appropriately managed.  This Plan achieves this by 
defi ning Mooring Management Areas and encouraging 
the concentration of moorings within these areas, 
rather than a proliferation of individual moorings.  This 
approach will also result in fewer confl icts with other 
activities, and more effi cient use of space.  

24.7.2 Objectives, Policies, and Rules 24.5.3, 24.5.5 and 
24.5.7. 

Provision has been made for moorings outside the 
Mooring Management Areas, recognising that it will 
not be possible for all moorings to occur within these 
areas.  Moorings individually and cumulatively, can 
adversely affect the environment, and navigation and 
safety.  The Objectives, Policies, and Rules seek to 
ensure that any adverse effects on the environment 
are minor.
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24.7.3 Policy 24.4.6 Rule 24.5.8, and Other Method 
24.6.2.

Special Activity Areas have been set aside for special 
events and need to be clear of all inappropriate 
structures.  Accordingly, moorings are considered 
inappropriate within these areas. 

24.7.4 The Rules

By virtue of section 12 of the RMA, no person may, in 
the coastal marine area establish a mooring or occupy 
the coastal marine area unless expressly allowed by 
a rule in a regional coastal plan or a resource consent.  
This is why rules are one of the principal methods for 
managing moorings.  

24.7.5 Other Method 24.6.1

To more effectively manage the day-to-day operation 
of the moorings within the Mooring Management 
Areas, bylaws rather than regional rules are utilised.

24.8 ANTICIPATED ENVIRONMENTAL RESULTS

24.8.1 The concentration of moorings within the 
Mooring Management Areas so as to:

a effi ciently use space within the coastal marine 
area; and

b avoid impacts on natural character and visual 
quality in other parts of the coastal marine area.

24.8.2 Outside the Mooring Management Areas the 
results anticipated are:

a to avoid, remedy, or mitigate the adverse effects 
of moorings on natural character and landscape 
quality; and

b to avoid, as far as practicable, confl icts between 
recreational and other users of the coastal marine 
area.
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25.1 INTRODUCTION

This chapter contains issues, objectives, policies 
and rules that apply to Port Management Areas 1A, 
1B, 1C, 2, 4A, 4B and 4C.  Chapters 25A to 31 detail 
specifi c issues, objectives, policies and methods 
that apply to particular Port Management Areas.  In 
determining the controls on subdivision, use and 
development in any of the Port Management Areas, 
reference must be made to the provisions both of this 
chapter and of the chapter relating to the relevant Port 
Management Area.

Specifi c provisions relating to Port Management Areas 
3 and 5 are contained in Chapters 29 and 31. The 
provisions of this chapter (25) do not apply to those 
areas.  

25.1.1 The Port Management Areas

The Port Management Areas, as shown on Plan Map 
Series 2, are:

Chapter

1A Bledisloe Terminal to Fergusson 
Container Terminal

26

1B Onehunga Wharf 26

1C Marsden, Captain Cook Wharves 
and Queens Wharf (excluding south-
western edge)

27

2 South Western Edge of Queens 
Wharf; 

Hobson Wharf to a boundary east of 
Wynyard Wharf;

The area south of the cement Wharf 
on the western side of the Western 
Reclamation;

The Viaduct Basin;

28

28

28

28

3 Princes Wharf 29

4A Wynyard and Cement Wharves; 30

4B Gabador Place – Tamaki River; 30

4C LPG Terminal – Papakura Channel; 30

5 Devonport Wharf 31

These Port Management Areas contain Auckland’s 
major commercial ports and wharves and are either 
located in the Waitemata or Manukau Harbours.  

This chapter contains objectives, policies and rules relating to Port Management Areas.  Rules in this chapter 
apply to structures and activities in terms of Sections 12(1)(b) and 12(3) of the RMA.  

Rule 11.5.1 also provides an additional permitted activity rule which applies to all parts of the coastal marine 
area.  Any structures or activities not provided for within this chapter as permitted, controlled, restricted 
discretionary or discretionary activities or by Rule 11.5.1, will fi rst be considered under the rules of other 
relevant chapters, and if not provided for Rule 25.5.34 shall apply.

In any case the objectives and policies of Part III: Values will need to be considered in the assessment of 
effects on the environment.
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They are key facilities in the Auckland Region, 
providing transport links and supporting industrial 
and commercial activities.  They play an important 
role in the regional and national economy, generating 
employment and income.

Port activities within these areas include the 
movement and berthing of container ships and other 
vessels, the loading and unloading of cargo and 
passengers, and the handling, storage, and dispatch 
of cargo.  Other ancillary and supporting activities 
regularly occur within these areas.  These are essential 
to provide for the continued safe operation and 
development of the port.

It is recognised that the environment within the Port 
Management Areas has been altered by their historic 
use and development for port activities.  In order to 
minimise adverse effects on other parts of the coastal 
environment, it is considered appropriate to allow for 
a higher level of subdivision, use and development 
within the Port Management Areas.  However, there 
may be adverse environmental effects from this 
subdivision, use and development, and these need to 
be addressed.  It is in the interests of the economy 
and the environment to ensure that these facilities are 
appropriately developed and effi ciently used.

25.1.2 Other Port Facilities 

Specifi c provision is made in Chapter 25A of this 
plan for Birkenhead, Northcote, Victoria and Orakei 
Wharves and the Half Moon Bay Vehicular Landing.  
There are a number of wharves in the region outside 
the Port Management Areas which are important 
for cargo and transport functions, but have lower 
levels of use and development than those listed in 
25.1.1 above.  Wharves such as those at Matiatia 
and Port Fitzroy provide important transport links and 
facilities for some of the Hauraki Gulf Islands.  On 
the mainland, key wharves include those servicing 
population centres such as Devonport, Birkenhead, 
and Northcote, or supporting industry such as Leigh, 
Chelsea Wharf, and Subritzky’s at Half Moon Bay.

Other than for those wharves provided for in Chapter 
25A, specifi c provision is not made in this Plan for 
other wharves.  However, port activities, or any 
structures or other subdivision, use and development 
of or on these wharves, are provided for in Chapters 
10: General, 11: Activities, and 12: Structures.  Under 
these chapters, any proposal to develop or signifi cantly 
alter the use of any of these wharves is likely to 
require a resource consent.

25.1.3 Ports of Auckland Occupation Consent

Occupation of part of the coastal marine area in terms 
of Sections 12(2) and 12(4) of the RMA generally 
requires a resource consent application.  However, a 
different regime applies in parts of the coastal marine 
area around working port areas.  Under Section 384A 
of the RMA, Ports of Auckland Ltd have been granted 
occupation rights until 30 September 2026 to those 
parts of the coastal marine area shown on Plan Map 
Series 2.  This is for the purpose of operating port 
related commercial undertakings that it acquired under 
the Port Companies Act 1988.  Where an activity is to 
be undertaken in that area of the coastal marine area 
where Ports of Auckland Limited has been granted any 
occupation consent, the applicant will be subject to 
Rules 10.5 and a resource consent will be required. 

25.2 ISSUES

25.2.1 The continued effi cient operation and 
development of the Port Management Areas for port 
activities is of strategic and economic importance to 
the Region and the nation.

25.2.2 While it is recognised that the environment of 
the Port Management Areas is already highly modifi ed, 
activities associated with the use of these areas have 
the potential to adversely affect the environment, 
particularly coastal processes.

25.2.3 There is a need for integrated management 
between Port Management Areas and the adjacent 
land.
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25.3 OBJECTIVES

25.3.1 To facilitate the effi cient subdivision, use and 
development of the Port Management Areas for port 
activities.

25.3.2 To avoid, remedy, or mitigate adverse 
environmental effects arising from subdivision, use 
and development within the Port Management Areas.

25.3.3 To facilitate, where appropriate, the use and 
development of Port Management Areas for other 
marine-related purposes.

25.4 POLICIES

25.4.1 A wide range of appropriate berthage facilities 
should be provided for in the Port Management Areas 
to accommodate vessels of different types and sizes 
and with different berthage requirements.

25.4.2 The development of new port facilities for 
port activities within Port Management Areas shall 
be considered more appropriate than development 
outside of these areas.

25.4.3 Any application to reclaim land in any Port 
Management Area shall demonstrate that:

a there are no practicable alternatives to the 
proposed reclamation, including the use of 
existing facilities and existing land-based areas in 
the region; and

b it is the most appropriate form of development; 
and

c adverse environmental effects will be avoided, 
remedied or mitigated.

25.4.4 Notwithstanding Policy 25.4.3, reclamation 
shall be recognised as an option for port development 
to meet necessary future cargo handling , passenger 
and other needs within the Port Management 
Areas.  Where practicable the fi ll for any such 
reclamation should be dredged material from the Port 
Management Areas.

NB: Any reclamation within the Port Management 
Areas is also subject to the relevant provisions of 
Chapter 13: Reclamation and Drainage.

25.4.5 Buildings and other signifi cant structures 
in Port Management Areas shall be designed and 
located as far as practicable, so as to avoid, remedy or 
mitigate signifi cant adverse effects on views from and 
to the adjoining land and water.

25.4.6 When assessing the visual effect of buildings 
and other signifi cant structures in Port Management 
Areas, regard shall be had to:

a maintaining or enhancing the visual environment 
of the port; and

b maintaining or enhancing the landscape and 
amenity links between the harbour, the port and 
adjacent commercial areas, including the Central 
Business District.

25.4.7 The redevelopment of existing navigation 
channels, wharves, piers and berths, and the 
development of new facilities within the Port 
Management Areas should be designed and 
located so that the need for both capital works 
and maintenance dredging is, as far as practicable, 
avoided, provided that this does not result in additional 
adverse environmental effects.

25.4.8 In order to avoid the direct discharge of 
contaminants or deposition of solid matter into the 
coastal marine area, appropriate provision shall be 
made by the owner, user or developer of port facilities 
and structures for adequate and convenient facilities 
in suffi cient quantity to meet the needs of all vessels 
which berth or anchor within the Port Management 
Areas, for the collection and appropriate disposal of:

a sewage, bilge water, and litter from vessels; and

b residues from vessel servicing, maintenance and 
repair; and

c spills from refuelling operations and refuelling 
equipment; and

d spills, residues, and debris from cargo operations.
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25.4.9 Wharves and associated infrastructure within 
the Port Management Areas should be maintained in 
good and safe working condition.

25.4.10 Signifi cant adverse environmental effects 
from subdivision, use and development within the Port 
Management Areas, particularly on coastal processes 
and water quality, shall be avoided, remedied, or 
mitigated.

25.4.11 Port development, including reclamation 
and the erection, maintenance, repair, demolition, or 
removal of structures, shall be avoided where it will 
modify, damage, or destroy any item identifi ed for 
preservation in Cultural Heritage Schedule 1.

25.4.12 Port development, including reclamation 
and the erection, maintenance, repair, demolition, 
or removal of structures, shall be considered 
inappropriate where it will adversely affect any item 
identifi ed for protection in Cultural Heritage Schedule 
2 (excluding Site 92, the Rainbow Warrior Shipwreck 
site), unless the adverse effects can be avoided, 
remedied, or mitigated.

25.4.13 Any future use or development in the Port 
Management Areas, other than for port activities, may 
be considered appropriate where:

a the area proposed to be used or developed is 
no longer entirely needed, and is not likely to 
be needed in the foreseeable future, for port 
activities; and

b the use or development: 

i other than in Port Management Area 2, has 
a functional need to locate in the coastal 
marine area; or 

ii is ancillary to a structure or activity which 
has a functional need to locate in the coastal 
marine area; and

c in the case of Hobson Wharf, the use or 
development is ancillary to the Maritime 
Museum; and

d the use or development will not adversely affect 
the primary function of any established structure, 
or the use of the area for port activities; and

e the use or development will, where appropriate, 
signifi cantly enhance amenity values and public 
use and enjoyment; and

f the use or development will not result in either 
increased pressure for the expansion of the 
existing port outside the Port Management Areas, 
or the establishment of a completely new port 
outside of those areas; and 

g the use or development cannot be 
accommodated within or on any existing 
structures in the coastal marine area; and

h any landward development associated with the 
use or development can be accommodated; and

i adverse effects on the environment can be 
avoided, remedied, or mitigated.

25.5 RULES

The written consent of Ports of Auckland Limited is 
required for the occupation of any of the following 
structures where they are located within the area of 
the occupation consent granted to Ports of Auckland 
Limited pursuant to Section 384A of the Act.

Permitted Activities

25.5.1 Port activities.

25.5.2 Structures and services ancillary to existing 
structures, buildings and port activities.

(NB: This includes for example fenders, pontoons, 
handrails, pipelines, power, telecommunication 
and sewer lines).

25.5.3 Navigation buoys and beacons.

25.5.4 Floating oil booms and oil barriers.
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25.5.5 The maintenance, repair and reconstruction of 
any lawful structure or building in a Port Management 
Area.

25.5.6 The demolition or removal of any structure 
or building provided that it is not identifi ed for 
preservation or protection in Cultural Heritage 
Schedule 1 or 2, or protected under the Historic Places 
Act 1993. 

25.5.7 The erection or placement of any building for 
port activities, other than in Port Management Area 2, 
and those areas identifi ed on Plan Map Series 2, Sheet 
4A as View Protection Areas.

25.5.8 Any temporary structure or building.

25.5.9 The Maritime Museum and associated 
activities on Hobson wharf, and in the water space to 
the north and east of that wharf.

25.5.10 Public performances within the Viaduct 
Harbour as defi ned in Plan Map Series 2 Sheet 7A. 

25.5.11  Sale of goods from stalls and hospitality 
activities associated with a public performance or 
maritime event within the Viaduct Harbour. 

25.5.12 The activities in Rules 25.5.1-25.5.9 are 
permitted subject to the following further conditions:

a lighting sources shall be sited, directed, and 
screened so as to minimise, as far as practicable, 
annoyance or nuisance to adjacent properties or 
the bird life of any adjacent Coastal Protection 
Areas 1 or 2; and

b compliance with the rules for permitted activities 
in Chapter 35: Noise; and

c any signs shall comply with the provisions of 
Chapter 34: Signs; and

d the maximum height of any building or structure 
shall be no greater than the heights indicated 
below (no account shall be taken of chimneys, 
aerials, lift towers, lighting poles, cranes, derricks, 
and cargo stacking and lifting devices):

i Port Management Areas 1A, 1B, 2 and 4A: l8 
metres above mean sea level except in the 
Viaduct Harbour as identifi ed on Plan Map 
Series 2 Sheet 7A (excluding the Halsey 
Street Extension Wharf, the new Western 
Viaduct Wharf, the Harbour Entrance Wharf 
and the western side of Hobson Wharf) 
where the height limit is 8 metres above 
mean sea level;

ii Port Management Area 1C: 18 metres 
above mean sea level, except in the areas 
identifi ed on Plan Map Series 2, Sheet 4A 
View Protection Areas;

iii Port Management Area 4B: 8 metres above 
mean sea level;

iv Port Management Area 4C: 10 metres above 
mean sea level; and

e any material deposited in the coastal marine area 
shall be removed as soon as practicable; and 

f any activity involving the storage or handling of 
hazardous substances shall ensure that:

i the substances are stored and handled 
in a manner such that any leak or spill is 
detectable and discharges to the coastal 
marine area are avoided; and

ii adequate provision is made for the collection 
of hazardous substances in sumps or 
bunded areas, in the design of all new 
buildings, structures or areas used for the 
storage or handling of hazardous substances, 
so as to provide protection in the event 
of leakage or spillage.  Such protection 
facilities shall be designed, constructed 
and maintained to have adequate capacity, 
enable detection of leakage or spillage and 
prevent discharge to stormwater systems or 
to the coastal marine area; and

iii wharf lines shall be designed, constructed, 
operated and maintained so as to minimise 
the risk of discharge of hazardous 
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substances to the coastal marine area.  
Regular inspection, testing and maintenance, 
shall be undertaken to ensure the wharf 
lines are free of defects which may cause 
leakage or spillage, as required by the 
Dangerous Goods Act ; and 

g parking shall be only for vehicles directly 
associated with port activities and ancillary 
services; and

h any temporary structure or building shall be in 
place for no longer than 14 days within any 6 
month period.

25.5.13 The activities in Rules 25.5.10 – 25.5.11 are 
permitted subject to the following further conditions:

a Lighting sources shall be sited, directed and 
screened so as to avoid any hazard to navigation 
or safety and shall produce an illuminance up to, 
but not exceeding, 150 lux above the existing 
levels, measured at any point at the exterior of 
any building adjacent to the coastal marine area. 

b The ARC is advised in writing of the activity 
at least 4 weeks prior to the proposed 
commencement date of the activity.  

c The proponent of the activity obtains written 
approval from the Harbour Master for the activity. 

d Compliance with the noise controls of Rule 
35.5.3b or 35.5.3c.

e The sale of goods from stalls and hospitality 
activities within the Viaduct Harbour associated 
with a public performance or maritime event do 
not occur for more than 5 days inclusive of set-
up and removal periods and occur between the 
hours of 7.00am and 11.00pm. 

25.5.14 The erection or placement of any building 
outside the protected viewshafts but within the View 
Protection Area identifi ed on Plan Map Series 2, Sheet 
4A subject to the following conditions:

a the building is set back no less than 3 metres 
from the Quay Street boundary of the View 
Protection Area;

b the building is no more than 1.5 metres in height 
above deck level;

c the dimensions of the building are no more than 5 
metres in length and 5 metres in width; and

d the cumulative building coverage is no more than 
25% of the length of the View Protection Area.

Controlled Activities

25.5.15 The erection or placement of any new 
structure, building or slipway, required for port 
activities, in Port Management Areas 1A, 1B, 1C, 
4A and 4B, which is not provided for as a permitted 
activity, subject to the standards and terms specifi ed 
in Rule 25.5.17.

25.5.16 The alteration, extension or reconstruction 
of any existing lawful structure, building or slipway, 
required for port activities, in Port Management Areas 
1A, 1B, 1C, 4A and 4B, which is not provided for as a 
permitted activity, subject to the standards and terms 
specifi ed in Rule 25.5.17.

25.5.17  Rules 25.5.15 and 25.5.16 are subject to the 
following standards and terms:

a the conditions for permitted activities in 25.5.12 
shall be complied with; and

b the proposed work shall not modify, damage, or 
destroy any site buildings place or area identifi ed 
in Cultural Heritage Schedule 1 or 2 or protected 
under the Historic Places Act 1993; and 

c any new building, or extension or alteration to an 
existing building shall not take place within the 
area identifi ed on Plan Map Series 2, Sheet 4A as 
View Protection Areas; and

d oil and grit traps shall be designed, installed, and 
maintained in the stormwater drainage systems 
of car parking areas, and in any vehicle and plant 
wash down areas.

25.5.18 The ARC will have control over the following 
matters in Rules 25.5.15 and 25.5.16:
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a the adverse effects associated with methods of 
construction especially on coastal processes; and

b any provision to be made for public access; and

c the duration of the consent; and

d monitoring of the consent. 

An application for a resource consent for any 
controlled activity will be considered without 
notifi cation or the need to obtain the written approval 
of affected persons in accordance with section 94(1)(b) 
of RMA unless, in the opinion of the ARC, there are 
special circumstances justifying notifi cation.

25.5.19 The erection or placement of any building 
outside the protected viewshafts but within the View 
Protection Area identifi ed on Plan Map Series 2, Sheet 
4A, subject to the following standards and terms:

a the building is set back no less than 3 metres 
from the Quay Street boundary of the View 
Protection Area;

b the building is no more than 5 metres in height 
above deck level;

c the dimensions of the building are no more than 
10 metres in length and 5 metres in width; and

d the cumulative building coverage is no more than 
25% of the length of the View Protection Area.

25.5.19.1 The ARC will have control over the following 
matters in Rule 25.5.19

a the location and orientation of the building within 
the View Protection Area, having regard to the 
extent to which it will:

i maintain views of the coastal marine area, 
geographical features and port activities 
from Quay Street; and 

ii provide for the operation and development 
of port activities.

Restricted Discretionary Activities

25.5.20 Any activity which fails to comply with one 
or more of the conditions for permitted activities in 
Rule 25.5.12 or 25.5.13 or the standards and terms for 
controlled activities in Rule 25.5.17.

25.5.21 The erection or placement of any new 
structure, building or slipway, required for port 
activities, which fails to comply with one or more of 
the conditions for permitted activities in Rule 25.5.12 
or the standards and terms for controlled activities in 
Rule 25.5.17.

25.5.22 The alteration, extension or reconstruction 
of any existing lawful structure, required for port 
activities, which fails to comply with one or more of 
the conditions for permitted activities in Rule 25.5.12 
or the standards and terms for controlled activities in 
Rule 25.5.17.

25.5.23 The ARC will restrict the exercise of its 
discretion under Rules 25.5.20-25.5.22 to the following 
matters:

a matters of the conditions for permitted activities 
and the standards and terms for controlled 
activities with which the proposed work fails to 
comply; and

b the effi cient use and development of natural and 
physical resources in the coastal marine area; and

c where height is a condition not complied with, 
the effect of any building or structure on views to 
and from the coastal marine area; and

d the duration of the consent; and

e monitoring of the consent.

25.5.24 The erection or placement of any building 
within the protected viewshafts in the View Protection 
Area identifi ed on Plan Map Series 2, Sheet 4A.

25.5.25 The erection or placement of any building 
outside the protected viewshafts but within the View 
Protection Area identifi ed on Plan Map Series 2, 
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Sheet 4A, that does not meet the conditions of the 
permitted activity rule or the standards and terms of 
the controlled activity rule.

25.5.26 The ARC will restrict the exercise of its 
discretion under Rules 25.5.24 and 25.5.25 to the 
following matters:

a the extent to which views of the coastal marine 
area, geographical features and port activities 
from Quay Street are maintained;

b the extent to which the building provides for the 
operation and development of port activities;

c the visual appearance of the building.

An application for a resource consent for any restricted 
discretionary activity will be considered without 
notifi cation or the need to obtain the written approval 
of affected persons in accordance with section 94(1A) 
of RMA unless, in the opinion of the ARC, there are 
special circumstances justifying notifi cation.

Discretionary Activities

25.5.27 The erection or placement of any new 
structure, building or slipway in Port Management 
Areas 2 and 4C, which is not provided for as a 
permitted, controlled or restricted discretionary 
activity.

25.5.28 The alteration, extension or reconstruction 
of any existing lawful structure in Port Management 
Areas 2 and 4C, which is not provided for as a 
permitted, controlled or restricted discretionary 
activity.

25.5.29 Any non-port related activity or development 
which is ancillary to an existing structure or activity 
and has a functional need to be located in the coastal 
marine area, which is not provided for as a permitted, 
controlled or restricted discretionary activity.

25.5.30 Any non-port related activity or development 
in Port Management Area 2, which is not provided for 
as a permitted, controlled or restricted discretionary 
activity.

25.5.31 Reclamation that is required for port activities.

25.5.32 Any new building that is located in the area 
identifi ed on Plan Map Series 2, Sheet 4A as View 
Protection Areas.

25.5.33 Any activity or work which would modify, 
damage, or destroy any site, building place or area 
identifi ed in Cultural Heritage Schedule 2, unless that 
activity or work is prohibited by other provisions in this 
Plan.

Non-Complying Activities

25.5.34 Any activity that is not provided for as 
a permitted, controlled, restricted discretionary, 
discretionary, or prohibited activity in any other rule 
contained in this chapter.

Restricted Coastal Activities

25.5.35 Structures within the Port Management 
Areas are subject to the Restricted Coastal Activities 
rules 12.5.24 – 12.5.26 in Chapter 12: Structures.

25.5.36 Other restricted coastal activities may include 
reclamation and dredging, and reference should be 
made to Chapters 13 and 15 in determining whether 
this is the case.

Prohibited Activities

25.5.37 Any activity or work which would modify, 
other than for the purpose of maintaining intrinsic 
heritage values, damage, or destroy any site buildings 
place or area identifi ed in Cultural Heritage Schedule 1. 

25.6 OTHER METHODS

25.6.1 The ARC will liaise with the relevant territorial 
local authorities and Ports of Auckland Ltd:

a to ensure the integration of landward 
development and infrastructure adjacent to all 
Port Management Areas, and to encourage 
consistent management across administrative 
boundaries; and
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b regarding any future subdivision, use and 
development of the Port Management Areas, 
other than for port activities.

25.7 PRINCIPAL REASONS FOR ADOPTING

25.7.1 Objectives 25.3.1 and 25.3.3, Policies 25.4.1, 
25.4.2, 25.4.10, 25.4.13, Rules 25.5.1 to 25.5.13

It is recognised that the environment within the Port 
Management Areas has been altered by their historic 
use and development for port activities.  In order to 
minimise adverse effects on other parts of the coastal 
environment, it is appropriate to allow for a higher 
level of subdivision, use and development within the 
Port Management Areas.

Any subdivision, use and development, other than for 
port activities, needs to be able to demonstrate that 
it is not going to compromise the effi cient use and 
development of the Port, or result in pressure for the 
expansion of the Port in other areas.  This is likely to 
have greater adverse environmental effects than the 
consolidation and maximum utilisation of existing port 
areas.

25.7.2 Objective 25.3.2, Policies 25.4.3 to 25.4.10 and 
Rules 25.5.12 to 25.5.23, 25.5.27 to 25.5.30 and 
25.5.34.

There are likely to be adverse environmental 
effects from use and development within the Port 
Management Areas.  It is recognised that the 
environment within the Port Management Areas is 
highly modifi ed, and that a higher level of use and 
development has been allowed for.  However, this 
does not mean that adverse environmental effects 
are to be ignored.  Adverse environmental effects 
from use and development in this area are potentially 
signifi cant, and need to be avoided, remedied, or 
mitigated to the fullest extent practicable.

25.7.3 Policy 25.4.7

This policy recognises the links to Policy 15.4.3 in 
Chapter 15 Dredging.

25.7.4 Policies 25.4.5 and 25.4.6 and Rules 25.5.14, 
25.5.19, 25.5.24 to 25.5.26, and 25.5.32

Port activities have the potential to affect views 
both to and from the coastal marine area. In many 
areas the effects on views are temporary, as cargo is 
stored or cranes and carriers move.  Other structures 
or buildings may have a more permanent effect.  In 
some parts of the Port Management Area 1C, there 
is more signifi cant public interest in the protection of 
views.  New buildings in these areas are therefore 
assessed according to their specifi c location within 
Port Management Area 1C and according to their 
characteristics.

25.7.5 Policy 25.4.4 and Rule 25.5.31

Reclamation is provided for as a discretionary activity 
in Port Management Areas, in recognition that a higher 
level of subdivision, use and development is being 
allowed for around the ports.  Reclamation is also a 
viable option, and accepted by many, for the disposal 
of dredged material in order to avoid the necessity for 
unconfi ned marine disposal (refer Chapter 17 Disposal 
and Deposition).  However, because of the potentially 
signifi cant, irreversible, and cumulative adverse effects 
of reclamation, it is not appropriate to allow the need 
for the disposal of dredged material to dictate the 
need for or size of any reclaimed area.

25.7.6 Policy 25.4.8

Many day-to-day activities within the Port 
Management Areas have the potential to release 
contaminants which could have signifi cant adverse 
effects on the environment.  This policy seeks 
to minimise the possibility of such discharges by 
ensuring provision of adequate and appropriate 
facilities for the handling and disposal of such 
contaminants.  This policy complements Provisions in 
Chapter 20: Discharge of Contaminants, which restrict 
discharges into the coastal marine area.

25.7.7 Policy 25.4.9, Rules 25.5.2, 25.5.3 and 25.5.5

It is in the interests of public safety and of minimising 
adverse environmental effects to ensure that wharves 
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and other infrastructure are maintained in good and 
safe working condition.  This should reduce the 
possibility of adverse effects arising through the failure 
of facilities or equipment

25.7.8 Policies 25.4.11 and 25.4.12, Rules 25.5.6, 
25.5.17, 25.5.33 and 25.5.37

The subdivision, use and development of the Port 
Management Areas has, over time, given rise to 
particular cultural heritage values.  Because of the 
importance placed by the community on these values, 
they need to be protected from modifi cation, damage, 
or destruction.  These provisions implement provisions 
in Chapter 8: Cultural Heritage.

25.7.9 Other Method 25.6.1

It is important to maintain contact with Auckland 
City Council and Ports of Auckland Ltd.  This method 
complements the objectives, policies, and rules 
and facilitates the appropriate subdivision, use and 
development of the Port Management Areas, and their 
relationship to the City.

25.7.10 Rules 25.5.35 and 25.5.36

These rules are required to be included in the Plan by 
the Minister of Conservation, pursuant to the RMA. 

 25.8 ANTICIPATED ENVIRONMENTAL RESULTS

25.8.1 The effi cient and safe subdivision, use and 
development of Port Management Areas for port 
activities.

25.8.2 That any future expansion of the port occurs 
only within the Port Management Areas, and involves 
only those parts of the coastal marine area required for 
future port activities which cannot be accommodated 
on existing structures or on land above Mean High 
Water Springs.

25.8.3 The maintenance or enhancement of water 
quality, ecology and coastal processes.



Other Port Facility Management Areas – 25a 25a–1

Auckland Regional Council

Other Port Facility Management Areas – 25a

25A.1 INTRODUCTION 

25A.1.1 Within the Waitemata Harbour there are a 
range of wharf and landing facilities used principally 
for passenger ferry services and small scale cargo 
services.  These facilities comprise the following: 
Birkenhead Wharf which in addition to its use for 
passenger ferry and other vessel berthage, is used 
for marine related industry and recreational boating 
purposes; Northcote Wharf, which is used mainly by 
small passenger ferries and for recreational purposes; 
Victoria Wharf which provides for cargo movement, 
ferry services, vessel berthage and recreational 
activities; Half Moon Bay Vehicular Landing, which 
provides for cargo movement in addition to ferry 
services; and Orakei Wharf which provides facilities for 
recreational boating and a landing for small commercial 
vessels.

25A.1.2 These facilities form a necessary part of a 
sustainable transport system and contribute to the 
economic and social wellbeing of the community.  The 
provisions of this Chapter are intended to provide for 
the continued operation and development of these 
facilities while ensuring that, as far as practicable, 
activities and structures are compatible with the use, 
character and environmental quality of surrounding 
land and marine areas.

Ports of Auckland Occupation Consent

25A.1.3 Under section 384A of the RMA, Ports 
of Auckland Limited (POAL) have been granted 
occupation rights until 30 September 2026 to 
port facilities specifi ed in this chapter.  This is for 

the purpose of operating port-related commercial 
undertakings that it acquired under the Port 
Companies Act 1988.  

In June 2002 POAL sold the ferry infrastructure 
(including the wharves and rights in respect of the 
relevant part of the adjoining water space) to Auckland 
City Council, Manukau City Council, and North 
Shore City Council (or their nominee).  The councils 
nominated ARTNL Harbour Berths Limited to acquire 
the ferry infrastructure at Orakei and Half Moon Bay 
and North Shore City Council to acquire the ferry 
infrastructure at Victoria, Northcote and Birkenhead.

25A.1.4 Occupation of part of the coastal marine 
area in terms of sections 12(2) and 12(4) of the RMA 
generally requires a resource consent application.  
Where additional activities require authorisation for 
occupation outside that provided for under the section 
384A authorisation, the rules applying to that activity 
are contained in Chapter 10. 

25A.2 ISSUES

25A.2.1 There is a need to maintain adequate 
and convenient wharf and landing facilities in 
the Waitemata Harbour area for ferry and cargo 
services operating within the Harbour, Hauraki Gulf 
and surrounding coastal areas.  Future use and 
development should not compromise the use of these 
facilities for the movement of people and goods.

25A.2.2 The use and development of wharf and 
landing facilities is of benefi t to the community but 
they may have adverse effects on the environment, 

This chapter contains objectives, policies and rules relating to the management of fi ve other port facilities 
– Birkenhead Wharf, Northcote Wharf, Victoria Wharf, Half Moon Bay Vehicular Landing, and Orakei Wharf.  
These are commercial port wharves in the Waitemata Harbour of strategic importance to the region.  Rules in 
this chapter apply to structures and activities in terms of section 12(1)(b) and 12(3) of the RMA.  Any activities 
not provided for need to be considered under other relevant chapters.  In any case the objectives and policies 
of Part III: Values will need to be considered in the assessment of effects on the environment. 
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particularly in relation to the amenity values of 
surrounding areas in terms of appearance, noise and 
traffi c.

25A.3 OBJECTIVES

25A.3.1 To recognise the importance of wharf and 
landing facilities within the Region’s transport system 
and ensure their continued effective operation and 
development in a manner consistent with their 
function and location.

25A.3.2 To maintain and where practicable enhance, 
public access, use and enjoyment of the coastal 
marine area in Other Port Facility Management Areas.

25A.3.3 To ensure that effi cient use is made of 
structures and water space of the coastal marine area 
in and adjacent to Other Port Facility Management 
Areas.

25A.3.4 To avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse 
environmental effects arising from subdivision, 
use and development within Other Port Facility 
Management Areas.

25A.4 POLICIES

25A.4.1 Use and development that adversely affects 
the effi cient and effective operation of the wharves 
or the landing shall be considered inappropriate, 
unless such use and development forms part of a 
comprehensive redevelopment of any wharf or landing 
and adjoining waterspace for passenger ferry and 
cargo transit purposes.

25A.4.2 Public access to and on the wharves or the 
landing shall be maintained or enhanced where this 
will not adversely affect the operation of the facilities.

25A.4.3 Structures and activities, including offi ces, 
residential accommodation, shops and cafes, which 
can be located outside the coastal marine area shall 
generally be considered inappropriate on the wharves 
or the landing.

25A.4.4 Visual and amenity values shall be maintained 
and enhanced by requiring any further development to:

a  be compatible with or complement the character 
of the surrounding land and coastal marine area; 
and

b  make adequate provision for land based activities 
associated with the development; and

c  avoid, remedy or mitigate any adverse effects on 
amenity values of adjacent residential properties, 
particularly from noise, lighting, traffi c or the 
erection of structures.

25A.4.5 The Other Port Facility Management Areas 
shall include, where appropriate, some waterspace 
adjoining the wharves and the landing to provide for 
improved safety and for access from the existing 
structures through the placement of pontoons, ramps 
and fenders.  This waterspace is not intended to limit 
the scope of any comprehensive redevelopment of 
any wharf or landing and adjoining waterspace for 
passenger and cargo transit purposes.

25A.4.6 Subject to the limitations in policies 25A 4.1, 
4.2, 4.3 and 4.4, use and development shall generally 
be considered appropriate where it provides for the 
safe, effi cient and effective operation of passenger 
ferry and cargo transit services, or provides for the 
convenience of passengers, or encourages public 
access, use and enjoyment of the wharves or the 
landing.

25A.4.7 Signifi cant adverse environmental effects 
from subdivision, use and development within the 
Other Port Facility Management Areas, particularly on 
coastal processes and water quality, shall be avoided, 
remedied or mitigated.

25A.5 RULES

Permitted Activities

25A.5.1  Activities permitted by Rules 11.5.1, 12.5.3 
and 12.5.5. 
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25A.5.2 Movement and berthing of vessels, including 
the placement of gangways and erection of handrails.

25A.5.3 Loading, unloading and temporary storage of 
cargo.

25A.5.4 Embarking, disembarking and transit of 
passengers.

25A.5.5 Recreational activities, not involving the 
erection of any structure or restriction of public access 
other than as provided for in Policy 7.4.1 in Chapter 7. 

25A.5.6 Maintenance and repair of any existing lawful 
structure, subject to the following conditions:

a the structure is not scheduled in Cultural Heritage 
Schedules 1 or 2; and

b adverse effects arising from the disturbance of 
the foreshore and seabed shall be able to be 
remedied within 7 days of the disturbance; and

c any material deposited in the coastal marine area 
is removed as soon as practicable; and

d any removal of indigenous vegetation shall 
be limited to that permitted by Chapter 16: 
Disturbance of the Foreshore and Seabed; and

e any discharge shall comply with the provisions of 
Chapter 20: Discharge of Contaminants.

25A.5.7 Removal and demolition of any structure, 
subject to the following conditions:

a the structure is not scheduled in Cultural Heritage 
Schedules 1 or 2; and

b adverse effects arising from the disturbance of 
the foreshore and seabed shall be able to be 
remedied within 7 days of the disturbance; and

c any material deposited in the coastal marine area 
is removed as soon as practicable; and

d any removal of indigenous vegetation shall 
be limited to that permitted by Chapter 16 
Disturbance of the Foreshore and Seabed; and

e any discharge shall comply with the provisions of 
Chapter 20: Discharge of Contaminants.

25A.5.8 Vehicle parking, loading and unloading, 
ancillary to permitted and controlled uses.

25A.5.9 The erection, placement, extension, 
maintenance, repair or reconstruction of navigation 
aids and their occupation, subject to the following 
conditions:

a adverse effects arising from the disturbance of 
the foreshore and seabed shall be able to be 
remedied within 7 days of the disturbance; and

b any material deposited in the coastal marine area 
is removed as soon as possible; and

c in respect of the erection, placement, extension 
and reconstruction, written advice shall be given 
prior to the work being undertaken to the ARC 
Harbourmaster, and LINZ.

25A.5.10 The erection, placement, alteration or 
extension of water and sewer pipelines, and power 
and telecommunications lines on or under any wharf 
or landing, and their occupation, provided that detailed 
plans of all new structures are provided to the consent 
authority at least 10 working days prior to any work 
being undertaken.

25A.5.11 The erection, placement, alteration or 
extension of fenders and pontoons associated with 
any wharf or landing structure provided that detailed 
plans of all new structures are provided to the consent 
authority 10 working days prior to any work being 
undertaken, and provided that pontoons shall not 
extend more than 30 metres in length along the side 
of any wharf or landing.

Controlled Activities

25A.5.12 The installation and use of sewage pump out 
facilities.

25A.5.13 The installation and use of vessel fuelling 
facilities.
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25A.5.14 Yacht spar manufacture on the eastern 
portion of Birkenhead Wharf.

25A.5.15 The maintenance and repair of any existing 
lawful structure which does not comply with Rule 
25A.5.6.

25A.5.16 The removal and demolition of any structure 
which does not comply with Rule 25A.5.7.

25A.5.17 The erection, placement, extension, 
maintenance, repair or reconstruction of navigation 
aids which does not comply with Rule 25A.5.9 a or b.

25A.5.18 The ARC will have control over the following 
matters under Rules 25A.5.12 – 5.17: 

a  location, design and external appearance of the 
structure; and

b construction effects such as noise and the 
deposition of material; and 

c effects on the amenity of the locality arising from 
the use of the facility including noise, hours of 
operation and public access; and

d the duration of the consent; and

e monitoring of the consent.

Restricted Discretionary Activities

25A.5.19 The erection, placement, alteration or 
extension and use of structures on wharves or 
landings providing for the convenience, shelter and 
safety of passengers and cargo.

25A.5.20 Reconstruction of existing lawful structures.

25A.5.21 Activities permitted by Rule 11.5.3.

25A.5.22 The ARC will restrict the exercise of its 
discretion under Rules 25A.5.19 – 5.21 to the 
following matters:

a the effi cient use and development of the 
transport facility; and

b the scale, location, design and external 
appearance of any structure including effects on 
the amenity of the area and use of the facility, 
and

c the effect on navigation; and

d the duration of the consent; and

e monitoring of the effects of the consent.

Discretionary Activities

25A.5.23 The construction of extensions to existing 
wharves or landings.

Non-Complying Activities

25A.5.24 Any activity that is not provided for in any 
other rule contained in this chapter or addressed 
within Chapters 13 to 20, 34 and 35.

Restricted Coastal Activities

25A.5.25  Refer to Chapter 12: Structures, Chapter 
13: Reclamation, Chapter 15: Dredging, Chapter 
16: Disturbance III Other, Chapter 17: Disposal and 
Deposition.

25A.6 OTHER METHODS

25A.6.1 The ARC will liaise with the Ports of Auckland 
Limited and relevant territorial authorities and ferry 
service operators to ensure the integration of landward 
development and infrastructure adjacent to the Other 
Port Facility Management Areas and to encourage 
consistent management across administrative 
boundaries.
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25A.7 PRINCIPAL REASONS FOR ADOPTING

25A.7.1 Objective 25A.3.1, Policies 25A.4.1, 25A.4.2, 
25A.4.5 and 25A.4.6

Wharf and landing facilities providing for passenger 
ferry, cargo and vehicular services are necessary 
components of the transport system within the region 
and their continued operation and development should 
be encouraged.

25A.7.2  Objective 25A.3.1, Policies 25A.4.1, 25A.4.3, 
25A.4.5 and 25A4.6 and Rules 25A.5.1 to 25A.5.4, 
25A.5.6, 25A.5.8, 25A.5.10 to 25A.5.15, 25A.5.17, 
25A.5.19, and 25A.5.23.

The continued use of Birkenhead Wharf, Northcote 
Wharf, Victoria Wharf, Half Moon Bay Vehicular 
Landing and Orakei Wharf as port facilities should be 
facilitated.

25A.7.3  Objective 25A.3.2, Policies 25A.4.2 25A.4.4 and 
25A.4.6 and Rules 25A.5.1 to 25A.5.5, 25A.5.8 to 
25A.5.17, 25A.5.19 to 25A.5.23

Birkenhead Wharf, Northcote Wharf, Victoria Wharf, 
Half Moon Bay Vehicular Landing and Orakei Wharf 
provide opportunities for public access to the water, 
marine related services and recreation activities 
including fi shing and harbour viewing.  These activities 
provide social benefi ts to the local and regional 
community which should not be compromised by the 
inappropriate use or development of the wharves or 
landings.

25A.7.4 Objective 25A.3.2 and 25A.3.4, Policies 25A.4.2 
to 25A.4.4 and 25A.4.7, Rules 25A.5.1 to 25A.5.4, 
25A.5.12 to 25A.5.17, 25A.5.19 and 25A.5.20

Some wharf and landing facilities are located close 
to residential areas and public reserves.  Their use 
and the erection of any structures needs to reduce or 
mitigate any adverse effects on the amenity, character 
and use of surrounding land and coastal marine area.

25A.7.5 Objective 25A.3.3, Policies 25A.4.1, 25A.4.3 
and 25A.4.5,  Rules 25A.5.6, 25A.5.7, 25A.5.9, 
25A.5.14, 25A.5.16, 25A.5.17, 25A.5.19, 25A.5.20 
and 25A.5.23

Some wharf and landing facilities have deteriorated 
over time following changes to commuter and harbour 
transport requirements. Constraints over structural 
integrity and access may inhibit effi cient utilisation 
of the coastal marine area in such circumstances. 
Redevelopment accordingly will need to take account 
of such constraints and seek to reduce or mitigate any 
foreseen adverse effects. 

25A.7.6 Other Method 25A.6.1

Maintaining liaison between the ARC, Ports of 
Auckland Limited, relevant territorial authorities and 
ferry operators complements the objectives, policies 
and rules and assists in sustaining the operation 
of effi cient ferry services, while maintaining and 
enhancing environmental quality, amenity values and 
public access to and use of Birkenhead, Northcote, 
Victoria and Orakei Wharves. 

25A.8 ANTICIPATED ENVIRONMENTAL RESULTS

25A.8.1 The effi cient use and development of 
Birkenhead, Northcote, Victoria and Orakei Wharves 
and the Half Moon Bay Vehicular Landing for harbour 
activities particularly ferry terminals and landings.

25A.8.2 The continued use or improved use of 
Birkenhead Wharf, Northcote Wharf, Victoria Wharf, 
Half Moon Bay Vehicular Landing and Orakei Wharf for 
recreational and boating purposes.

25A.8.3 The management of harbour activities and 
development in Other Port Facility Management Areas 
while maintaining and enhancing visual and amenity 
values, within the coastal marine area and adjacent 
landward areas.
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Port Management Areas 1a and 1b – 26

26.1 INTRODUCTION

Port Management Areas 1A and 1B are the principal 
commercial working port wharves used for the 
handling of cargo and containers in the Auckland 
Region (see Plan Map Series 2, Sheets 1 and 3).  The 
effi cient use and development of these commercial 
working port areas is of strategic and economic 
importance to the Region and the nation.

Port Management Area 1A in the Waitemata Harbour 
is the main container and cargo handling area.  
Fergusson Wharf adjoins the reclaimed land area 
known as the Container Terminal, where containers 
are temporarily stored prior to shipment.  This Port 
Management Area is supported by an established 
road and rail network, and additional back-up land has 
recently been made available for commercial working 
port activities by the realignment of Quay Street.

It is in Port Management Area 1A that future 
development for container and cargo handling is to 
be concentrated.  Approval has been granted for a 
9.8 hectare reclamation to the east of the existing 
Fergusson Wharf to accommodate larger vessels and 
cargo handling cranes.

Port Management Area 1B, Onehunga Wharf, in the 
Manukau Harbour, is Auckland’s second major port, 
providing wharf facilities for cement and smaller 
trading vessels, and a port base for fi shing vessels.  
The use and future development of this port is 
restricted by a number of factors, these being the 
bar at the entrance to the Manukau Harbour, by the 
presence on the seabed of the western interceptor 
sewer syphon, and by sedimentation within the 
harbour.

A limited amount of passenger movement occurs 
in Port Management Areas 1A and 1B.  However, in 
many cases public access to or use of the wharves 
needs to be restricted to avoid risks to public health 
and safety, and to ensure port security.

26.2 ISSUE

26.2.1 It is in the Port Management Area 1A that 
future development for commercial working port 
activities, in particular container and cargo handling is 
to be concentrated.  This includes further reclamation 
and likely further dredging to accommodate larger 
vessels and cargo handling equipment and to provide 
for increased cargo volumes.

26.3 OBJECTIVE

26.3.1 To facilitate the effi cient use and 
development of Port Management Areas 1A and 1B 
for commercial working port activities, in particular 
container and cargo handling, by providing for the 
consolidation, intensifi cation, redevelopment and 
expansion within the Port Management Areas of these 
port activities and associated structures.

26.4 POLICIES

In addition to the policies in Chapter 25: Ports 
Overview and General Provisions, the following 
policies apply to Port Management Areas 1A and 
1B.

This chapter contains objectives and policies relating to Port Management Areas 1A (Bledisloe Terminal to 
Fergusson Container Terminal) and 1B (Onehunga Wharf).  Rules for these management areas are contained 
in Chapter 25. 

In any case the objectives and policies of Part III: Values will need to be considered in the assessment of 
effects on the environment.
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26.4.1 The development of new port facilities for 
cargo handling and associated passenger movement 
should be consolidated, intensifi ed and redeveloped 
within Port Management Areas 1A and 1B. 

26.4.2 Any use and development that adversely 
affects the effi cient use and development of Port 
Management Areas 1A and 1B for commercial 
working port activities, including container and cargo 
handling, shall be considered inappropriate.

26.5 RULES

The rules applying to Port Management Areas 
1A and 1B are the general rules in section 25.5 of 
Chapter 25: Ports Overview and General Provisions.  
In administering the rules, regard shall be had to 
the objectives and policies both in this chapter and 
Chapter 25.

26.6 OTHER METHODS

In addition to the Other Methods in section 25.6 of 
Chapter 25:  Ports Overview and General Provisions, 
the following method applies to Port Management 
Areas 1A and 1B. 

26.6.1 The ARC will liaise with Auckland City Council 
and Ports of Auckland Ltd on issues associated with 
any future development or expansion of the ports in 
Port Management Areas 1A and 1B, to encourage 
consistent management across administrative 
boundaries.

 26.7 PRINCIPAL REASONS FOR ADOPTING

26.7.1 Objective 26.3.1, Policies 26.4.1 and 26.4.2

These are the key port areas in the Auckland Region 
for commercial working port activities, in particular 
container and cargo handling.  It is in the social and 
economic interest of the Region and the nation to 
make appropriate provision to facilitate the port 
activities in these areas.

The environment of these areas has already been 
altered by the structures and port activities that are 
undertaken in them.  In addition, the landward areas 
adjoining these wharves have been developed to 
provide land and infrastructure to service the cargo 
and container handling activities.  It is therefore 
appropriate that provision be made to concentrate any 
necessary future port expansion within these areas, 
while avoiding, remedying, or mitigating adverse 
effects.

26.7.2 Other Method 26.6.1

Maintaining liaison between the ARC, Auckland City 
Council, and Ports of Auckland Ltd complements the 
objectives, policies and rules and is important because 
of the potentially signifi cant cultural, social, economic, 
and environmental implications of port expansion 
for the port company, the downtown area, and the 
Auckland Region.

The interrelated roles of the Ports of Auckland Limited, 
ARC and Auckland City Council has been recognised 
through the development of the Port Development 
Plan, 1989 and its amendments. 

26.8 ANTICIPATED ENVIRONMENTAL RESULTS

26.8.1 That port activities in Port Management Area 
1A and 1B operate effi ciently.

26.8.2 That any future expansion of the port occurs 
predominantly in Port Management Area 1A.
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Port Management Area 1c – 27

27.1 INTRODUCTION

Port Management Area 1C includes the older, central 
wharves in the port which are used for cargo handling.  
Marsden, Captain Cook and Queens Wharves form a 
transition area between the heavy cargo and container 
handling in Port Management Area 1A and the 
downtown waterfront in Port Management Area 2.  

Queens Wharf is a major port facility predominantly 
used for the handling of cargo such as fruit exports 
and imports and vehicle imports.  In the past there 
has been discussion on the possibility of Queens 
Wharf being redeveloped for commercial activities, 
and for the area between Queens and Captain Cook 
Wharf being developed as a waterfront park.  However 
Queens Wharf is still required for port cargo handling 
activities and the focus of redevelopment for the 
medium future is on the Viaduct Basin area.  

The handling and temporary storage of cargo or 
vehicles associated with the port activities in the 
Marsden to Queen Wharves area result in the 
obstruction of views to the coastal marine area, albeit 
temporary.  There is the opportunity for views to the 
coastal marine area and port when the areas adjacent 
to Quay Street are not being used for these purposes.  
It is anticipated that some development of new port 
facilities will occur in the Port Management Area 1C, 
particularly between Captain Cook Wharf and Bledisloe 
Terminal.

27.2 ISSUES

27.2.1 The Port Management Area 1C is part of the 
working port which is predominantly used for handling 
“breakbulk” cargo and needs to be able to function 
effi ciently for this purpose.

27.2.2 While the Port Management Area 1C is 
presently required for port cargo handling activities, 
changes in port operations in the longer term future 
may mean that Queens Wharf or other parts of this 
area are no longer viable or needed for these activities.  
In these circumstances it may be appropriate that 
they be redeveloped to provide for public access and 
development for non-port activities which enhance the 
links between the Central Business District and the 
harbour edge.

27.2.3 The Port Management Area 1C is located 
in close proximity to the Central Business District 
and adjoins the part of the waterfront which provides 
public access to the water’s edge and views out to 
the coastal marine area.  It is appropriate to retain 
the potential for views to the port and coastal marine 
area in the area between Queens and Captain Cook 
Wharves, by restricting the location of new buildings.

27.2.4 The site associated with the sinking of 
the Rainbow Warrior has been identifi ed in Cultural 
Heritage Schedule 2 (No. 92) and the site should 
be recognised in an appropriate manner.  However, 
because of operational constraints and requirements, 
such recognition cannot be located on the wharf 
itself but should be located at the nearest appropriate 
publicly available place to Marsden Wharf, such as 
adjacent to Quay Street.  In the event of any future 
development which enables public access to the site, 
the sinking of the Rainbow Warrior shall be recognised 
by a plaque at the site of the sinking, placed in a 
manner that does not constrain use of the site for port 
activities.

This chapter contains objectives and policies relating to Port Management Area 1C (Marsden, Captain Cook 
and Queens Wharves – excluding the south western edge).  Rules for this management area are contained in 
Chapter 25. 

In any case the objectives and policies of Part III: Values will need to be considered in the assessment of 
effects on the environment.
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27.3 OBJECTIVES

27.3.1 To facilitate the effi cient use and 
development of Port Management Area 1C for 
commercial working port activities.

27.3.2 To provide for Queens Wharf or other parts of 
this area to be redeveloped for public access and non-
port activities which enhance links with the Central 
Business District if they are no longer required for port 
cargo handling activities in the longer term.

27.3.3 To retain the views to the coastal marine area 
and port between Queens and Captain Cook wharves 
by restricting buildings in the area adjacent to Quay 
Street as shown on Plan Map Series 2, Sheet 4A View 
Protection Area.

27.3.4 To recognise in an appropriate manner the 
site of the Rainbow Warrior sinking.

27.4 POLICIES

In addition to the policies in Chapter 25: Ports 
Overview and General Provisions, the following 
policies apply to Port Management Area 1C.

27.4.1 Any use and development in this area, other 
than for port activities, shall demonstrate that:

a the area or structure, or part of the area or 
structure, is no longer required for port purposes; 
and

b provision is made for public areas and access to 
the greatest extent practicable; and

c the proposal enhances links with the adjoining 
Central Business District where practicable. 

27.4.2 The location of buildings on the landward 
end of Queens Wharf or on the wharf running parallel 
to Quay Street, shall be avoided where it will result 
in more than a minor obstruction to the viewing 
area identifi ed on Plan Map Series 2, Sheet 4A View 
Protection Area.

27.4.3 Any future development of Marsden Wharf 
which enables public access to the wharf shall 
recognise, in an appropriate manner, the site of the 
Rainbow Warrior sinking. 

27.5 RULES

The rules applying to Port Management Area 1C 
are the rules in section 25.5 of Chapter 25: Ports 
Overview and General Provisions.  In administering 
the rules, regard shall be had to the objectives and 
policies both in this chapter and in Chapter 25.

27.6 OTHER METHODS

In addition to the Other Methods in section 25.6 of 
Chapter 25: Ports Overview and General Provisions, 
the following method applies to Port Management 
Area 1C:

27.6.1 The ARC will liaise with Auckland City Council 
and Ports of Auckland on issues associated with any 
use or development of this area, other than for port 
activities.

27.7 PRINCIPAL REASONS FOR ADOPTING

27.7.1 Objectives 27.3.1 and 27.3.2 and Policy 27.4.1

This area is an integral part of the commercial working 
port, particularly for “breakbulk” cargo such as fruit 
and car imports.  It is in the social and economic 
interest of the region and the nation to make 
appropriate provision to facilitate port activities within 
the existing port areas.

Queens Wharf, and the wharf area parallel to Quay 
Street between Queens and Captain Cook Wharves, 
are located in close proximity to the Central Business 
District.  There has been discussion in the past about 
redeveloping this area in particular to enable public 
access to the water’s edge.  While the emphasis for 
redevelopment is now focused on Princes Wharf and 
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the Viaduct Basin, there is a possibility that part or all 
of this Port Management Area may not be required for 
port activities at some future date and it is therefore 
appropriate to recognise this potential.

27.7.2 Objective 27.3.3 and Policy 27.4.2

While views to the coastal marine area and wharves 
are often obstructed by cargo and cars, at times they 
are not.  The views from Quay Street to the harbour 
add to the amenity value of this area.  To ensure the 
continued potential for views it is appropriate that 
the restrictions be made on locating buildings on the 
landward end of Queens Wharf and the wharves 
running to Quay Street, in this Plan.

27.7.3 Objective 27.3.4 and Policy 27.4.3

The Rainbow Warrior site is included in Cultural 
Heritage Schedule 2.  It is appropriate that the 
signifi cance of this site be recognised in an appropriate 
manner. 

27.7.4 Other Method 27.6.1

Maintaining liaison between the ARC, Auckland City 
Council and Ports of Auckland Ltd complements 
the objectives, policies and rules.  It is important as 

the port and its future development has potentially 
signifi cant social, economic and environmental effects 
for the City and the Auckland Region.  Any use of Port 
Management Area 1C, other than for port activities, 
should be the subject of liaison between these parties.

27.8 ANTICIPATED ENVIROMENTAL RESULTS

27.8.1 The effi cient utilisation of Port Management 
Area 1C for port activities.

27.8.2 The opportunity for views to the coastal 
marine area and wharves between Queens and 
Captain Cook Wharves when these areas are not 
being used for the temporary storage of cargo.

27.8.3 The redevelopment of Queens Wharf and the 
area between Queens and Captain Cook Wharves for 
public access and non-port activities which enhance 
the Central Business District if these areas are no 
longer required for cargo handling purposes.

27.8.4 The appropriate recognition of the Rainbow 
Warrior site.
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Port Management Area 2 – 28

28.1 INTRODUCTION

28.1.1 Southwestern edge of Queens Wharf, Ferry Tee, 
Quay Street Landings

A wide range of port activities occur throughout 
this Port Management Area.  They include harbour 
transport, passenger handling, commercial tourist 
operations and some recreational berthing.  The south 
western edge of Queens Wharf and the Ferry Tee are 
strategically located in relation to the Central Business 
District for maritime passenger transport services.  
This area is intensively used by the Devonport, 
Waiheke Island, Great Barrier Island and other gulf 
island and harbour ferries.  In addition, commercial 
charter vessels and other vessels berth at the Quay 
Street Landings.  Important social and economic 
benefi ts arise from the use of this area for such 
commercial and tourist activities.  However there is a 
need to maintain the visual and amenity value of this 
area and to ensure that any buildings are sensitively 
designed and have regard to any impact they may 
have on the views to the Ferry Building from the 
coastal marine area.

The area between the south western edge of 
Queens Wharf and Princes Wharf is a popular passive 
recreation and viewing area which is intensively used 
by the public.  This area enables public access to the 
waterfront, links the City with the harbour and adds 
to amenity values.  In the past the water space within 
this area has been the focal point for public-orientated 
water-based events such as dragon boat racing, raft 
racing and similar activities, but in recent times some 
of these have shifted to the Viaduct Harbour.  The 
water area adjacent to Princes Wharf is still used by 
passenger liners, visiting vessels and for boat shows 
and it is anticipated that this area will continue to be 
periodically used for public water-based events.  It is 
also anticipated that a marina may be developed in the 
coastal marine area off the western side of Princes 
Wharf. 

28.1.2 Hobson Wharf

Most of Hobson Wharf and the water space between 
Hobson and Princes Wharves is occupied by the 
Maritime Museum and its exhibits.  The museum 
plays an important role in bringing together much of 
the maritime heritage of the Auckland Region and 
New Zealand.  Its location on the water is appropriate 
to its function, allowing working exhibits, and 
complementing its maritime setting.  As a tourist 
destination, the museum has important economic and 
social benefi ts.

Public access around the wharf is restricted to 
museum patrons, except for an eight metre width 
along the western side.  This area is available for 
access and is used by vehicles associated with 
the berthing and servicing of vessels, particularly 
commercial fi shing vessels.  Access may sometimes 
be restricted in this area for safety reasons when 
vessels are loading and unloading.  The juxtaposition 
of the Museum and fi shing fl eet in this area adds to 
the interest and amenity value of the harbour edge.

28.1.3 Viaduct Harbour

The Viaduct Harbour is the only area of largely 
enclosed water which penetrates into the central city. 
Besides continuing to provide sheltered berthage and 
support facilities for port activities, particularly fi shing 
and charter boat operations and other vessels, the 
Harbour’s confi guration enables public access to, and 
use of, the waterfront and has been developed as a 
venue for water-based cultural, entertainment and 
recreation events.  Adjacent land has been developed 
for a range of mixed uses including commercial, 
recreational, tourist and residential activities. 

Navigation has until recently been restricted to the 
channel through the Viaduct Lifting Bridge, and 
berthage to the deeper eastern side of the Harbour.  
The approvals granted to develop the America’s 

This chapter contains objectives and policies relating to Port Management Area 2 (as shown on Plan Map 
Series 2, Sheet 1). Rules for this management area are contained in Chapter 25. 

In any case the objectives and policies of Part III: Values will need to be considered in the assessment of 
effects on the environment.
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Cup facilities have resulted in the comprehensive 
dredging and redevelopment of the Viaduct Harbour to 
accommodate a greater number and range of vessels.

The Viaduct Harbour has been the longstanding base 
for part of Auckland’s commercial fi shing fl eet. The 
extent of the fl eet’s presence and support facilities 
such as fi sh processing, bait and ice storage has 
reduced as the role of the Viaduct Harbour has 
changed.  However, some fi sh processing and 
commercial fi shing berthage remains within and 
around the Viaduct Harbour and the area remains 
important to fi shing operations in Auckland. The 
fi shing fl eet provides a continuing link with the 
Harbour’s past use and history.  Together with the 
range of other vessels, the fi shing fl eet maintains the 
maritime interest and character of the area. 

The combination of port activities and water-based 
entertainment activities undertaken in the Viaduct 
Harbour has social and economic benefi ts, providing 
employment, income and recreational value to the City 
and Region.  It is considered that the co-existence of 
diverse activities in this area, subject to appropriate 
environmental standards, adds to its vibrancy and 
interest.  Accordingly future use and development 
in the Viaduct Harbour needs to provide for the 
appropriate mix of commercial, recreational, tourist 
and residential activities.

Public access around the Viaduct Harbour and 
views across the Harbour and out to the harbour are 
important components of its value and use.  The 
operation of port activities may from time to time 
necessitate restrictions on public access.  However 
any confl ict between public access and the differing 
port uses can usually be resolved through appropriate 
management, particularly the timing and location of 
the various activities.

Throughout the America’s Cup Viaduct Harbour 
redevelopment consent process a number of resource 
consent conditions were established that provided 
for public accessways around the western side of 
the Viaduct Harbour.  These provisions sit on consent 
fi le H11112.  These public accessways are shown on 
Figure 28.1.

The Viaduct Lifting Bridge is a recognised heritage 
feature which, when lowered, enables access.  It 
is appropriate that any future use and development 
protects the Bridge from inappropriate modifi cation, 
damage or destruction

28.1.4 Coastal Marine Area on the Western Side of the 
Western Reclamation

This water area to the west of the Western 
Reclamation, and the adjoining land south of Jellicoe 
Street, is used for port-related industry and the storage 
of cargo, as well as a range of vessel and general 
marine servicing and engineering activities which are 
closely linked to the port.  The operation of these 
activities, and the proximity to the bulk liquid and 
hazardous substances storage areas, may from time to 
time necessitate restrictions on public access.

As this area is relatively intensively used for a 
wide range of berthing, servicing, and engineering 
activities and there is a considerable degree of vessel 
movement, restrictions on public use are likely to 
continue.  Visual amenity and links between the 
Central Business District and this part of the harbour 
are not strong.

28.2 ISSUES

28.2.1 Port Management Area 2 is part of the 
commercial port and used for a range of vessel 
berthage and port activities.  The Ferry Tee and south 
western edge of Queens Wharf are strategically 
located for maritime passenger transport.  Future use 
and development should not compromise the use of 
this area, or any other part of Port Management Area 2 
for port activities.

28.2.2 Public access, use and enjoyment of the 
waters edge is a key amenity value in most parts of 
Port Management Area 2.  

28.2.3 Future use and development should proceed 
in a manner to ensure that the Viaduct Harbour will 
continue to act as a major destination, events facility 
and berthage facility for a wide range of activities and 
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Figure 28.1: Viaduct Harbour

vessels, whilst taking into account effects on nearby 
land-based commercial, entertainment, recreational, 
tourist and residential activities.

28.2.4 Having regard to the relatively confi ned 
nature of the Viaduct Harbour, any development needs 
to ensure that it does not have any inappropriate 
adverse effects on navigation and berthage by unduly 
congesting the available berthage space or unduly 
obstructing or limiting navigation channels, except 
that at times of major water-based entertainment 
and recreation events there should be the ability 
to manage and restrict, limit or control activity and 
passage in the area to enable safe conduct of those 
areas. 

28.2.5 The views from Quay Street between the 
western edge of the Ferry Tee and the eastern edge of 
Princes Wharf add greatly to the amenity value of the 
city and any future development should not obstruct 
views in this area.  

28.2.6 Buildings located within Port Management 
Area 2 need to recognise the importance of visual 

amenity, particularly in regard to the links between the 
Central Business District and the waters edge.

28.2.7 The Maritime Museum contains features of 
cultural heritage value and enhances the interest and 
amenity value of Port Management Area 2.

28.2.8 The Viaduct Lifting Bridge is identifi ed as a 
structure of cultural heritage value and any use and 
development affecting this structure needs to be 
undertaken in a manner that ensures the retention of 
its heritage value.  

28.2.9 The provision of adequate marina facilities for 
the city. 

28.3 OBJECTIVES

28.3.1 To recognise the importance of this area for 
a wide range of port activities, including its strategic 
location to the Central Business District for maritime 
passenger transport, and to facilitate the use of this 
area for these activities.
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28.3.2 To maintain and where practicable enhance 
public access, use and enjoyment of the coastal 
marine area in Port Management Area 2.

28.3.3 To maintain and enhance the visual amenity 
and visual links between the Central Business District 
and the harbour, and to maintain the view of the 
coastal marine area and the City between the south 
western edge of Queens Wharf and the eastern edge 
of Princes Wharf, while not limiting the use of the 
water space for port activities.

28.3.4 To recognise that the Viaduct Harbour 
provides a unique attraction for the general public and 
visitors to Auckland. 

28.3.5 To ensure the Viaduct Harbour provides a 
range of activities which continue to attract people to 
the harbour’s edge whilst taking into account effects 
on nearby land-based commercial, entertainment, 
recreational, tourist and residential activities. 

28.3.6 To encourage the use of the Viaduct Harbour 
water space in a manner which, in combination 
with the surrounding commercial, entertainment, 
recreational, tourist and residential activities, will 
establish a clear identity for the Viaduct Harbour as a 
place of special character in Auckland and make the 
harbour edge a better and more attractive place to be 
whilst continuing to meet the needs of the marine 
related activities. 

28.3.7 To recognise the public interest in the 
Maritime Museum and the use of the water area on 
the eastern side of the wharf for vessels of historic 
interest.

28.3.8 To ensure that navigation and berthage in the 
Viaduct Harbour is improved, and not unduly restricted 
by the inappropriate location or number of structures.  

28.3.9 To ensure that any future use and 
development that affects the Viaduct Lifting Bridge 
avoids, where practicable, remedies or mitigates 
adverse effects on the Bridge.

28.3.10 To facilitate the ongoing use of the area south 
of the Cement Wharf on the Western Reclamation for 
port servicing activities.

28.3.11 To provide for a marina off the western side 
of Princes Wharf. 

28.4 POLICIES

In addition to the policies in Chapter 25: Ports 
Overview and General Provisions, the following 
policies apply to Port Management Area 2.

28.4.1 Use and development shall not adversely 
affect the use of this area for port activities, including 
maritime passenger transport activities on the Ferry 
Tee and the south western edge of Queens Wharf.

28.4.2 Use and development is generally considered 
appropriate where it improves facilities and the 
effi cient use of this area for port activities, including 
maritime passenger transport. 

28.4.3 Use and development of the water area 
south of the Cement Wharf and adjacent to the 
western reclamation should not adversely affect the 
use of this area for port servicing activities.

28.4.4 Use and development in the Viaduct 
Harbour should enhance, rather than adversely 
affect navigation or berthage while also providing the 
opportunity to stage water-based entertainment and 
recreation events whilst taking into account effects 
on nearby land-based commercial, entertainment, 
recreational, tourist and residential activities.  

28.4.5 Use or development is generally considered 
appropriate where it attracts the public to this part of 
the coastal marine area and maintains or enhances 
public access.

28.4.6 Views to the coastal marine area between 
the western edge of the Ferry Tee and the eastern 
edge of Princes Wharf shall be protected by avoiding 
any buildings within this area.

28.4.7 Buildings or other structures, (such as 
canopies) should be designed to complement the 
maritime context in which they are located.  In 
particular the height and scale of any buildings on the 
Ferry Tee shall have regard to the effect on the visual 
amenity of the historic Ferry Building.
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28.4.8 Use and development of the water area 
between Hobson and Princes Wharves, should 
not adversely affect the operation of the Maritime 
Museum.

28.4.9 Use and development of Hobson Wharf 
should not adversely affect the use of the western 
side of that wharf for port activities.

28.4.10 Any future development affecting the Viaduct 
Lifting Bridge shall avoid, as far as practicable, remedy 
or mitigate adverse effects on the Bridge. 

28.4.11 Use and development shall not adversely 
affect the potential for development of a marina off 
the western side of Princes Wharf.

28.5. RULES

The rules applying to this Port Management Areas 
are the general rules in section 25.5 of Chapter 
25: Ports Overview and General Provisions.  In 
administering the rules, regard shall be had to 
objectives and policies both in this chapter and 
chapter 25.

28.6. OTHER METHODS

In addition to the Other Methods in section 25.6 of 
Chapter 25: Ports Overview and General Provisions, 
the following methods apply to Port Management 
Area 2:

28.6.1 The ARC will liaise with Auckland City Council 
and Ports of Auckland Ltd:

a to ensure that views between the Ferry Tee and 
Princes Wharf are maintained; and

b in respect of any future use and development 
planned for this area.

28.6.2 The ARC shall liaise with the Maritime 
Museum in respect of any future use and 
development of Hobson Wharf and with major users 
in respect of any future use and development of the 
Viaduct Harbour.

28.7 PRINCIPAL REASONS FOR ADOPTING

28.7.1 Objectives 28.3.1, 28.3.4 to 28.3.8, and 28.3.10, 
Policies 28.4.1 to 28.4.4, 28.4.9 and 28.4.11 and 
Other Method 28.6.1

Port Management Area 2 is used for a range of 
port activities, including servicing activities on the 
south western side of the Western Reclamation.  
The Queens Wharves and the Ferry Tee area are 
strategically located for maritime passenger transport.  
Future use and development should not adversely 
affect the use of this area for these purposes.  
Development which enhances the use of this area for 
these port activities is considered appropriate.

The western edge of Hobson Wharf is used for 
port activities and any future development should 
not adversely affect the use of this area for these 
purposes.

The Viaduct Harbour, even with dredging, is a confi ned 
water space with limited berthage and navigation 
areas.  It is therefore appropriate that further 
structures enhance, and do not limit general navigation 
and berthage in the Harbour.

The Viaduct Harbour provides a unique opportunity 
in the heart of the city to develop an enclosed water 
space as a venue for a range of water-based recreation 
and entertainment activities. While the water space 
will continue to function as a berthage area for a range 
of vessels, it provides a special setting as an event 
venue.  In this way it is seen as a natural extension to 
the use of the surrounding public open spaces, and in 
particular, Te Wero Island, as an entertainment venue 
and gathering place, whilst taking into account effects 
on nearby land-based commercial, entertainment, 
recreational, tourist and residential activities. 

28.7.2 Objective 28.3.2 and Policy 28.4.5

Port Management Area 2 adjoins the Central Business 
District and provides one of the more important points 
of public access.  The public use this area to gain 
access to the harbour and gulf ferry services.  It is 
an important linkage between the city and the water.  
This access needs to be maintained or enhanced.
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28.7.3 Objective 28.3.3, Policies 28.4.6 and 28.4.7 and 
Other Methods 28.6.1

In this part of the Port access is readily available 
and views of the coastal marine area add greatly to 
amenity values, particularly in the area between the 
western side of the Ferry Tee and the eastern side 
of Princes Wharf.  In this important viewing area it is 
appropriate to restrict buildings which would obstruct 
views within this area.  It is also appropriate that any 
new buildings or structures proposed are sensitively 
designed and have regard to the fact that this is a 
highly valued area.

28.7.4 Objective 28.3.7,Policy 28.4.8 and Other Methods 
28.6.2

Hobson Wharf and part of the adjacent Eastern Viaduct 
have been largely redeveloped to accommodate the 
Maritime Museum.  The water area on the eastern 
side of the wharf is also used by the museum.  The 
Maritime Museum adds to the amenity, social and 
cultural value of the City and Region attracting 
visitors to the harbour edge.  It is in the social and 
cultural interest of the city and the region that the 
Museum continue to operate.  The museum itself is 
an important part of the harbour edge area where it is 
possible for people to obtain access and views of the 
coastal marine area.

28.7.5 Objective 28.3.9 and Policy 28.4.10

The Viaduct Lifting Bridge is a structure of cultural 
heritage value that is listed in Schedule 2 of the Plan.  
It is appropriate that it be protected from inappropriate 
modifi cation, or damage or destruction. 

28.7.6 Objective 28.3.11 and Policy 28.4.11

Provision for the addition of a potential marina site 
off the western side of Princes Wharf concentrates 
the effects of marine activities into a defi ned area, 
complementing marine activities in the Viaduct Basin. 

28.8 ANTICIPATED ENVIRONMENTAL RESULTS

28.8.1 The effi cient use of Port Management Area 
2 for port activities.  The use and enhancement of 
the area adjoining the Central Business District for 
maritime passenger transport.

28.8.2 The maintenance or enhancement of public 
access to, and use and enjoyment of, the harbour 
edge, particularly the area between the western edge 
of the Ferry Tee and the eastern edge of Princes 
Wharf.

28.8.3 The maintenance of unobstructed views to 
and from the coastal marine area between Princes 
Wharf and the Ferry Tee.

28.8.4 Development that complements the maritime 
location.

28.8.5 The continued operation of the Maritime 
Museum on Hobson Wharf.

28.8.6 Development which recognises the Viaduct 
Harbour’s special value as an entertainment venue 
while also enhancing the Harbour’s use for general 
navigation and berthage and whilst taking into 
account effects on nearby land-based commercial, 
entertainment, recreational, tourist and residential 
activities.   

28.8.7 The protection of the Viaduct Lifting Bridge.  
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Port Management Area 3 – 29

29.1 INTRODUCTION

Princes Wharf is strategically located in terms of its 
links between downtown Auckland and the harbour.  
It was built in 1924 to meet the cargo handling needs 
of that period, but is now unsuited to modern cargo 
handling and cargo shipping needs.  In 1963 part of the 
outer east cargo shed was converted to the overseas 
passenger terminal.  The remaining fi ve double storey 
cargo sheds are used for a mixture of commercial, 
retail, and public facilities.  Public access is allowed 
around Princes Wharf, except where it is temporarily 
restricted for security and customs reasons when 
other ships use the wharf.  

The water area around Princes Wharf is of primary 
importance for the berthage of visiting passenger 
liners and yachts, and some cargo vessels.  This has 
signifi cant economic and social benefi ts for the city 
and the Region.  More intensive use of the water 
space along the eastern side of Princes Wharf at 
times when this space is not required for passenger 
liners could further enhance these benefi ts. It is also 
anticipated that a marina may be developed in the 
coastal marine area on the western side of Princes 
Wharf.  In order for this to occur, ancillary structures 
for engineering and services may be required in the 
Princes Wharf area.

A comprehensive redevelopment envisaged for this 
area was incorporated into the Waitemata Harbour 
Maritime Planning Scheme in May 1990 as Scheme 
Change 4.  The Scheme Change was arrived at 
by a Planning Tribunal decision after considerable 
public debate.  It provided for a range of retail and 
commercial activities including entertainment facilities, 
a hotel, shops, and offi ces, and included controls 
on bulk, location, and design.  The comprehensive 
redevelopment envisaged by Scheme Change 4 

has not taken place.  The existing wharf buildings 
have therefore continued to be used for a range of 
exhibitions, retail and waterfront related activities, 
as has been the case in the past, with some minor 
upgrading of the buildings.  

The upgrading and modernisation of facilities on 
Princes Wharf could signifi cantly benefi t tourism, 
recreation, and the public amenity values of the 
waterfront.  Any development would need to 
complement the urban landscape, be in scale with 
adjacent land-based development, and retain views 
of the harbour from surrounding locations.  A high 
level of public access would need to be maintained, 
particularly around the northern end of Princes Wharf 
where views of the harbour are important.

29.2 ISSUES 

29.2.1 Princes Wharf is located in a key part of 
the downtown harbour edge area, used particularly 
for passenger liners, and is a visitor attraction to the 
waterfront.

29.2.2 Future development of the wharf has the 
potential to enhance visual and other amenity values, 
public access and use.

29.2.3 Princes Wharf continues to be used for port 
activities. 

29.3 OBJECTIVES

29.3.1 To enhance linkages between Princes Wharf, 
the Central Business District and the coastal marine 
area. 

This chapter contains objectives, policies and rules relating to Port Management Area 3 (Princes Wharf).  
Rules in this chapter apply to structures and activities in terms of Sections 12(1)(b) and 12(3) of the RMA.

Rule 11.5.1 also provides an additional permitted activity rule which applies to all parts of the coastal 
marine area.  Any structures or activities not provided for within this chapter as permitted, controlled, or 
discretionary activities or by Rule 11.5.1, will be considered under the rules of other relevant chapters.

In any case the objectives and policies of Part III: Values will need to be considered in the assessment of 
effects on the environment.
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29.3.2 To provide for a range of retail, commercial, 
entertainment and other facilities which will enhance 
the amenity values of, and public access on Princes 
Wharf.

29.3.3 To make provision for the use and 
development of Princes Wharf.

29.3.4 To make provision for reasonable public 
access to, through and around the perimeter of 
Princes Wharf. 

29.4 POLICIES

29.4.1 Use and development on Princes Wharf 
shall provide for its continued use for port activities, in 
particular passenger liner facilities. 

29.4.2 Public access to, through, and around Princes 
Wharf shall be maintained and any redevelopment of 
the wharf shall:

a enhance public access links between the 
adjoining downtown area and the harbour; and 

b provide for public access to, through, and around 
the perimeter of the wharf; and

c provide public accessways and spaces of a width, 
design, and location which functionally encourage 
public use and access.

29.4.3 Amenity values shall be maintained and 
any redevelopment of Princes Wharf shall enhance 
amenity values by providing for:

a public spaces and access from which there are 
clear views of the coastal marine area; and

b public space and viewing areas above wharf deck 
level, particularly at the northern end of the wharf; 
and

c visual links from within any development out 
to the coastal marine area and to the adjoining 
waterfront; and

d seating, ramps, landings, shelter, landscaping 
and public facilities which are attractive, do not 

obstruct access, and functionally encourage 
public use; and

e public areas around the wharf which are not 
subject to adverse levels of shading, wind, or 
other environmental effects which detract from 
their use; and

f car parking and appropriate infrastructure 
associated with any development in a manner 
that does not detract from the amenity values of 
the area.

29.4.4 Use and development of Princes Wharf 
other than for port activities should complement and 
integrate with the adjoining Central Business District 
and shall include entertainment and other uses which 
are attractive to the public and will encourage public 
use and enjoyment of the Wharf. 

29.4.5 The scale, design, appearance, and form of 
any structures on, or redevelopment of Princes Wharf 
shall be responsive to its harbour edge location and its 
prominent downtown maritime setting.

29.5 RULES

Permitted Activities

29.5.1 Hotels

Retail premises

Taverns, bars and licensed premises

Restaurants, take away food bars, food halls 
and food courts, cafes

Cinemas, theatres, amusement galleries, 
entertainment facilities

Art galleries, museums

Health, leisure, educational, conference and 
media facilities

Auctions 
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Port activities

Ancillary structures and services

Utility services

Offi ces on Princes Wharf

Offi ces in the Ports of Auckland Building

Offi ces ancillary to a permitted activity 

Maintenance and repair of any existing lawful 
structure 

Demolition or removal of any structure

Parking ancillary to a permitted activity

29.5.1.1 The activities in Rule 29.5.1 are permitted 
subject to the following conditions:

a lighting sources shall be sited, directed, and 
screened so as to minimise, as far as practicable, 
annoyance or  nuisance to adjacent properties; 
and

b any noise shall comply with the provisions of 
Chapter 35: Noise; and

c any signs shall comply with the provisions of 
Chapter 34: Signs; and

d any maintenance, repair, demolition, or removal 
shall avoid, as far as practicable, the deposition 
of any material in the coastal marine area, and 
any material deposited shall be removed from the 
coastal marine area; and 

e any activity involving the storage or handling of 
hazardous substances shall ensure that:

i the substances are stored and handled 
in a manner such that any leak or spill is 
detectable and discharge to the coastal 
marine area is avoided; and 

ii adequate provision is made for the 
collection of hazardous substances in 
sumps or bunded areas, in the design of 
all new buildings, structures or areas used 

for the storage or handling of hazardous 
substances, so as to provide protection 
in the event of leakage or spillage.  Such 
protection facilities shall be designed, 
constructed and maintained to have 
adequate capacity, enable ready detection of 
leakage or spillage and prevent discharge to 
stormwater systems or to the coastal marine 
area; and 

iii wharf lines and other facilities which cannot 
employ sumps or bunding shall employ the 
best practicable option to ensure that the 
risk of adverse effects due to spillage or 
leakage is minimised; and

f a minimum of 25% of the maximum permitted 
total gross fl oor area, which is 100,000 square 
metres, shall be occupied by a passenger 
terminal facility and one or more of the following 
public orientated uses: museum, theatre, cinema, 
retail market place, taverns, bars, restaurants, 
foodhalls, cafes, art galleries or entertainment 
facilities; and

g the maximum percentage of the maximum 
permitted total gross fl oor area which the 
following activities can occupy are:

i Hotels: 30%

ii Retail Premises  5%

iii Offi ces, excluding the Ports of 
Auckland building or offi ces ancillary 
to a permitted use: 10%

iv Parking buildings and car parks, 
provided that no parking, other than 
parking associated with a port activity 
or for loading or unloading associated 
with a permitted activity is located 
within 80 metres of the northern 
end of the wharf: 35%; 
and

h parking shall be assessed on a communal basis 
in respect of all activities located within any 
building/s and shall provide a minimum of 1 space 
per 200 square metres of gross fl oor occupied by 
any permitted activity, with a minimum of 60% 
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of parking spaces available at all times for public, 
short term visitor parking; and

i the number of car parking spaces shall not 
exceed 850; and

j a minimum of 5 loading bays shall be provided; 
and

k oil and grit traps shall be designed, installed and 
maintained in the stormwater drainage systems 
of car parking areas, and any vehicle and plant 
wash down areas; and

l facilities shall be provided for the adequate 
collection and appropriate disposal of sewage, 
litter and other waste generated from any of the 
permitted activities undertaken at the wharf.

m A minimum 6 metre wide public access way 
shall be provided around the full perimeter of 
the wharf and shall be available to the public at 
all times except as may need to be temporarily 
restricted from time to time for security, safety 
or operational needs associated with port and 
marina activities. 

Controlled Activities

29.5.2 The erection, placement or reconstruction 
of any new structures, or the alteration or extension 
of existing lawful structures, subject to the following 
standards and terms as appropriate:

a the conditions for permitted activities listed in 
Rule 29.5.1.1 shall be complied with; and

b a minimum of 35% of the overall wharf deck area 
shall be maintained as external public space; a 
minimum of 30% of this space shall be located at 
the northern end of the wharf and for a length of 
64 metres external steps, ramps or landings shall 
be provided to provide access from within the 
development down to the public areas at wharf 
deck level; and

c a minimum 6 metre wide external public 
accessway shall be provided around the full 
perimeter of the wharf; and

d a minimum of 15% of the total gross fl oor area of 
the wharf deck level and the fi rst upper level of 
all buildings shall be in the form of internal public 
spaces and accessways and shall include:

i internal pedestrian access to the northern 
end of the fi rst upper level of any 
development, leading to the stairs or ramps 
required to provide access down to the 
wharf deck; and

ii an internal public space of no less than 500 
square metres in area on the fi rst upper level 
of any development, commencing within 
80 metres of the northern exterior wall, and 
designed to enable maximum views of the 
coastal marine area; and

e the maximum total gross fl oor area of all buildings 
shall not exceed 100,000 square metres; and

f buildings or structures shall not be clad in glass 
material of greater refl ectivity than 20% of white 
light; and

g no building or structure shall be sited within 3 
metres from the boundary of Quay Street; and

h the exterior form of any building shall not cause 
wind comfort levels (as defi ned in 5.8:1.10, 
Auckland City Council Scheme Statement Code 
of Ordinances, 30 September 1991) to deteriorate 
beyond Category C on exterior deck areas at 
wharf level; and

i the maximum heights and dimensions of all 
structures shall not exceed the heights and 
building envelope shown on Figures 29.1 and 
29.2; and

j the total plan area of projections shall not 
exceed 10% of the entire plan area, of which 
vertical projections shall not exceed 6%, and 
any projections shall be compensated for by 
an equivalent volume of unused space being 
provided within the building; and

k any vertical projections from Figure 29.1 and 
29.2 shall be for the purposes of accommodating 
facilities such as plant rooms, lift and stair towers, 



Port Management Area 3 – 29 29–5

Auckland Regional Council

masts or architectural features of a decorative 
nature and shall not:

i exceed a maximum height of 6 metres 
beyond any maximum height permitted by 
Figure 29.1 and 29.2; or

ii all be located in one area.

29.5.2.1 The ARC will have control over the following 
matters in Rule 29.5.2:

a the extent to which the design and external 
appearance of any buildings or structures 
recognises the city/harbour relationship, the 
prominent maritime setting of the site, and the 
public use of the development.  In exercising 
control over these matters particular regard shall 
be given to the following:

i the extent to which the higher elements 
of any development are set back from and 
impact on the lower level areas; and

ii the extent to which the design encourages 
interaction between the external and 
internal wharf deck areas through to any 
buildings, particularly by visual linkages and 
the provision of shelter, public steps, and 
seating; and

iii the use of materials, colours and 
architectural features which enhance the 
maritime location and complement the 
adjoining harbour edge area; and

b the duration of the consent; and

c monitoring of the consent.

An application for a resource consent will be 
considered without notifi cation in accordance with 
section 94(1)(b) of the RMA and without the need to 
obtain the written approval of affected persons other 
than Auckland City Council.  If the written approval 
of Auckland City Council is not obtained, or if in the 
opinion of the ARC there are special circumstances 
existing in relation to the application, the application 
may be notifi ed.

Discretionary Activities

29.5.3 Any activity which does not comply with 
Rules 29.5.1, 29.5.1.1, 29.5.2 and 29.5.2.1

29.6 OTHER METHODS

29.6.1 The ARC will liaise with Auckland City Council 
and Ports of Auckland Ltd in respect of any future use 
and development of Princes Wharf. 

29.7 PRINCIPAL REASONS FOR ADOPTING

29.7.1 Objective 29.3.1, Policies 29.4.2, 29.4.3, 29.4.5 
and Rules 29.5.1 to 29.5.3

The design, scale, appearance, and form of any 
buildings or structures on Princes Wharf need to be 
sensitive to its maritime location and its relationship 
to the Central Business District, and designed to 
enhance public access, use, and amenity values.  The 
appropriate height, scale and massing of buildings, and 
the location and extent of public access and structure 
were considered at the time that Scheme Change 
4 was adopted.  Given the unique and prominent 
location of Princes Wharf, it is considered appropriate 
that the design, materials, colours, and architectural 
features of any new building, or the alteration to 
existing buildings, be subject to assessment.

29.7.2 Objectives 29.3.2 and 29.3.4, Policies 29.4.1 and 
29.4.4, and Rule 29.5.1

Given the key harbour edge location of Princes Wharf, 
and the fact that the wharf itself is no longer suited for 
modern port activities, other than vessel berthage, it is 
appropriate that provision be made for a wide range of 
activities which attract people and add to the vibrancy 
of the city’s harbour edge.  The appropriate range and 
mix of activities desired to achieve this result was 
considered at the time that Scheme Change 4 was 
adopted.
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Figure 29.1: Princes Wharf

29.7.3 Objective 29.3.3, Policy 29.4.1, and Rule 29.5.1

While Princes Wharf is used for the berthage of 
vessels, it is no longer suited for modern port 
activities involving the loading, unloading, or storage 
of cargo.  It is, however, the most appropriate wharf 
for the berthage of passenger liners, as it adjoins the 
downtown city and there is no risk to public access 
and safety from other port activities.  The use of 
Princes Wharf by passenger liners has signifi cant 
economic and social benefi ts for the city and the 
Region, and should be facilitated.

29.7.4 Other Method 29.6.1

Maintaining liaison between the ARC, Auckland City 
Council, and Ports of Auckland Ltd complements 
the objectives, policies, and rules and facilitates the 
maintenance of the public amenity value of Princes 
Wharf, its links to downtown Auckland, and the 
operation of the passenger liner terminal.
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Figure 29.2: Princes Wharf: maximum height elevations

29.8 ANTICIPATED ENVIRONMENTAL RESULTS

29.8.1 The maintenance and enhancement of 
amenity values, public access to, and use and 
enjoyment of Princes Wharf.

29.8.2 Further development of Princes Wharf which 
enhances amenity values, public access, and links 
with the downtown area, and adds to the social and 
economic wellbeing of the city.

29.8.3 A scale and design of buildings on the Wharf 
which is appropriate to its harbour edge location.

29.8.4 The maintenance and enhancement of 
Princes Wharf as the terminal facility for passenger 
liners.
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Port Management Areas 4a, 4b, And 4c – 30

30.1 INTRODUCTION

Port Management Areas 4A, 4B, and 4C contain 
facilities capable of receiving large volumes of 
hazardous substances such as petroleum fuel 
products and bulk liquid chemicals.  They are of 
primary importance to the national, regional and local 
economy.

30.1.1 Port Management Area 4A: Wynard Wharf

Wynyard Wharf is used as the principal port facility 
in Auckland for the handling of bulk petroleum and 
liquid chemicals, other than LPG.  It is also used for 
the transfer of bulk chemicals by barge to the Tamaki 
River, bunkering of vessels, boat maintenance, 
sand and gravel movement, and the transfer of 
passengers, freight, and vehicles to the Hauraki 
Gulf Islands.  Recently the wharf has been used for 
bulk log shipments, and it may be used in the future 
for interim storage of dry bulk and general cargo 
(including containers) while other facilities are under 
reconstruction.  A new tanker berth is proposed for 
the northern end of the Western Reclamation, in order 
to reduce hazard risk at Wynyard Wharf.

30.1.2 Port Management Area 4A: Cement Wharf 
– Western Side of Western Reclamation

The Cement Wharf is used for the unloading of bulk 
dry cement and berthage facilities are provided for 
fi shing vessels and smaller commercial craft.

30.1.3 Port Management Area 4B: Gabador Place 
– Tamaki River

Gabador Place is used for the handling of bulk liquids 
(some of which are hazardous), and the movement 
of sand and shingle.  This area also has a wharf, 
marina and travel lift associated with the boat building 
industry.

30.1.4 Port Management Area 4C: LPG Terminal 
– Papakura Channel; Manukau Harbour

The LPG Terminal is used for the off-loading of LPG 
from sea tankers through a submarine pipeline to 
the shore.  The LPG terminal is located away from 
other development, in an area of relatively high 
natural character, and in close proximity to a Coastal 
Protection Area 1 (CPA 27c, at Puhinui).  Any further 
development of this area is therefore likely to be 
inappropriate.  The siting and operation of the LPG 
terminal is considered inappropriate by Tangata 
Whenua.

In order to reduce risk in the Port Management Areas 
4A, 4B and 4C, parts of these facilities need to be 
closed to the public, and other uses restricted.  For 
example the loading and unloading of non-hazardous 
cargo and the berthing of commercial fi shing and 
recreational vessels.

Signifi cant adverse effects on water quality and 
ecology could arise from activities in these areas.  
Accidental spillages, pipe failure, or major explosions 

This chapter contains objectives and policies relating to Port Management Areas 4A (Wynyard and Cement 
Wharves), 4B (Gabador Place) and 4C (LPG Terminal).  Rules for these management areas are contained in 
Chapter 25. 

In any case the objectives and policies of Part III: Values will need to be considered in the assessment of 
effects on the environment.
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may lead to the release of large quantities of 
hazardous substances.  Although safety precautions 
may be taken by the use of bunding, valving, security, 
dredging, fi re protection and other prevention 
systems, there is a higher risk of contamination of the 
environment than in other areas.

30.2 ISSUES

30.2.1 There are risks to the environment and to 
public safety from potential spillage or accidents 
involving hazardous substances.

30.2.2 Wynyard Wharf may be further developed in 
the future for port activities, including the handling and 
transfer of bulk hazardous substances.

30.3 OBJECTIVES

30.3.1 To provide for port activities, including the 
handling and transfer of bulk hazardous substances in 
a manner which minimises the risks to public health 
and safety, and to the natural environment.

30.3.2 To provide for future development for port 
activities in Port Management Area 4A, 4B and 4C.

30.4 POLICIES

In addition to the policies in Chapter 25:  Ports 
Overview and General Provisions, the following 
policies apply to Port Management Areas 4A, 4B 
and 4C.

30.4.1 Provision shall be made for activities involving 
the transfer of hazardous substances within Port 
Management Areas 4A, 4B and 4C.

30.4.2 Port activities shall be undertaken in a 
manner which avoids as far as practicable, remedies or 
mitigates:

a risks to public safety; and

b the risk of the release of hazardous substances 
into the environment.

30.4.3 The public should be excluded from areas 
where hazardous substances are being transferred, 
off-loaded, or stored.

30.4.4 Structures handling hazardous substances 
shall be maintained in sound repair in order to reduce 
risk to the coastal environment.

30.4.5 Where any temporary use of Wynyard Wharf 
for storing, unloading, or loading of dry bulk or general 
cargo is proposed, then these activities should be 
undertaken so as to:

a avoid interference with the use of Wynyard Wharf 
for the transfer of hazardous substances; and

b avoid any increase in the risk of combustion or 
other hazardous situations occurring due to the 
nature of the dry cargo being stored.

30.4.6 Appropriate contingency plans shall be 
prepared in case of an accident or spillage on 
structures or in areas used for the off-loading or 
transfer of hazardous substances.
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30.4.7 Further development within Port 
Management Area 4C, other than for improvement 
of the facility for unloading LPG, shall be considered 
inappropriate.

30.4.8 Any activity, use, or development which 
adversely affects the effi cient unloading of LPG 
within Port Management Area 4C shall be considered 
inappropriate.

30.5 RULES

The rules applying to Port Management Areas 4A, 
4B and 4C are the rules in section 25.5 of Chapter 
25: Ports Overview and General Provisions.  In 
administering the rules, guidance will be taken 
from the objectives and policies in both this 
chapter and Chapter 25.  

30.6 OTHER METHODS

In addition to the Other Methods in section 25.6 of 
Chapter 25:  Ports Overview and General Provisions, 
the following method applies to Port Management 
Area 4A, 4B and 4C:

30.6.1 The ARC will liaise with Auckland City 
Council, Manukau City Council (with regard to the LPG 
Terminal), Ports of Auckland Ltd, and the importers of 
hazardous substances in respect of:

a the management and contingency planning for 
Port Management Areas 4A, 4B and 4C; and

b in respect of any future use and development in 
or around Port Management Areas 4A, 4B and 
4C.

30.7 PRINCIPAL REASONS FOR ADOPTING

30.7.1 All Objectives, Policies and the Other Methods

These are the key port areas in the Auckland Region 
involved in the handling or transfer of bulk hazardous 
substances.  As these activities have a high potential 
risk of adversely affecting the environment and 
public health and safety, it is appropriate that they be 
located within areas where management practices 
and warning mechanisms and equipment are placed in 
order to avoid, remedy, or mitigate actual or potential 
adverse effects.

30.7.2 Policies 30.4.7 and 30.4.8.

The LPG terminal was erected in the Papakura 
Channel in order to minimise risks from the volatile 
product it was designed to handle.  However, this part 
of the Manukau Harbour is of cultural and spiritual 
signifi cance for Tangata Whenua, and also has 
important natural values.  Thus, further development 
other than for the purposes of off-loading LPG is likely 
to have signifi cant adverse environmental effects.

30.8 ANTICIPATED ENVIRONMENTAL RESULTS

30.8.1 The effi cient, effective, and safe off-loading, 
transfer, and storage of bulk hazardous substances 
and carrying out of port activities.

30.8.2 The minimisation of risk to the public and the 
environment associated with the storage, off-loading 
and transfer of hazardous substances.
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Port Management Area 5: – 31

31.1 INTRODUCTION

Devonport Wharf has served for a number of years as 
a passenger terminal facility for the regular Devonport 
– Downtown Auckland ferry service.  This is one of 
the region’s most intensively used ferry passenger 
services, both by commuters and visitors.  The water 
area around Devonport Wharf is used for the berthage 
of vessels, particularly ferries.  The space within the 
wharf complex is used for access to the passenger 
waiting lounge and ferry vessels, and for a mixture of 
foodhall, restaurant, retail and public facilities.  These 
facilities provide an important transport link to the 
city and the North Shore for commuters, and attract 
Aucklanders and visitors alike to Devonport.

Adjoining Devonport Wharf is Victoria Wharf.  This 
is used for port activities mainly associated with 
passenger transport and for parking and servicing 
associated with Devonport Wharf.  The inner half of 
Victoria Wharf falls within Port Management Area 5, 
the remaining part being in the General Management 
Area.  The public can gain access into Devonport 
Wharf from Victoria Wharf.  Vehicular and pedestrian 
access also enables viewing and recreational activities 
such as fi shing from the end of Victoria Wharf.  
This adds to the amenity of the area and should be 
maintained.

Provisions allowing for the comprehensive 
redevelopment of Devonport Wharf, the adjacent 
Victoria Wharf, and the water space between these 
two wharves were incorporated into the Waitemata 
Harbour Maritime Planning Scheme in November 

1990.  The development that has been undertaken 
is of a much smaller scale, both in terms of area and 
height, than that envisaged and provided for in that 
Scheme.

Unlike the other Port Management Areas, Port 
Management Area 5 adjoins the Devonport  business 
centre and is close to a residential area.  The area of 
Devonport adjacent to the wharves is subject to height 
controls to protect the views of the volcanic cones in 
Devonport, when viewed from the south side of the 
Waitemata Harbour.  It is important that any further 
development in Port Management Area 5 does not 
adversely affect the amenity values of the adjacent 
area or the views of the volcanic cones.

Port Management Area 5 focuses on maintaining 
the port activities, particularly passenger activities 
on these wharves, and managing the effects of 
the business and commercial activities and future 
development.

The provisions in Port Management Area 5 are 
intended to allow for the continued use of the existing 
development, and to provide appropriate provisions 
against which any future applications for development 
can be assessed.  The Plan provisions seek to ensure 
that Port Management Area 5 functions effi ciently 
for port activities associated with ferry passenger 
transport, that it integrates, as far as practicable, with 
the adjacent Devonport Commercial Area, and that 
public access and amenity values are maintained and 
enhanced. 

This chapter contains objectives, policies and rules relating to Port Management Area 5 (Devonport Wharf).  
Rules in this chapter apply to structures and activities in terms of Sections 12(1)(b) and 12(3) of the RMA.  

Rule 11.5.1 also provides an additional permitted activity rule which applies to all parts of the coastal marine 
area.  Any structures or activities not provided for within this chapter as permitted, restricted discretionary, or 
discretionary activities (Rule 31.5.17 only), or by Rule 11.5.1, will fi rst be considered under the rules of other 
relevant chapters, and if not provided for Rule 31.5.16 shall apply.

In any case the objectives and policies of Part III: Values will need to be considered in the assessment of 
effects on the environment.
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31.2 ISSUES

31.2.1 There is a need to recognise the importance 
of Devonport Wharf for maritime passenger transport 
and to ensure adequate and convenient public access 
to the passenger ferry terminal and ferries.  The 
Wharf is a major transport link between the City and 
the North Shore, and is an important gateway to 
Devonport.

31.2.2 Activities on, and the use of, Devonport 
Wharf may have positive effects on the adjoining 
land area.  However there is also the potential for 
adverse effects, particularly in terms of visual and 
amenity values, public access, noise and car parking.  
These effects need to be controlled in a manner that 
integrates the Wharf with the adjoining landward area.

31.2.3 There is a need to ensure that any proposal 
for further structural development of the wharf is 
appropriate in terms of scale, design and colour and 
that the visual and amenity values of the adjoining 
coastal marine area and landward area are maintained 
or enhanced.

31.2.4 There is a need to maintain vehicular access 
on Victoria Wharf to ensure that vehicular traffi c can 
service the premises in Devonport Wharf and port 
activities on the outer section of Victoria Wharf.

31.2.5 There is a need to maintain pedestrian access 
along Victoria Wharf.

31.2.6 The beach area between Devonport and 
Victoria Wharf is valued by the local community for its 
amenity value and natural character.

31.3 OBJECTIVES

31.3.1 To ensure the effi cient functioning of port 
activities associated with the public transport role of 
Devonport Wharf.

31.3.2 To maintain and enhance public access to, 
through and around Devonport wharf, particularly in 
association with its maritime passenger transport use.

31.3.3 To maintain and enhance visual and 
amenity values and the use and enjoyment of Port 
Management Area 5.

31.3.4 To ensure that any future use and 
development within Port Management Area 5 is 
integrated, as far as practicable, with the use and 
development of the adjoining landward area.

31.3.5 To maintain vehicular and pedestrian access 
on Victoria Wharf which enable the servicing of 
Devonport Wharf and the undertaking of port activities 
on Victoria Wharf.

31.4 POLICIES

31.4.1 Any use and development that adversely 
affects the use of the Devonport Wharf for port 
activities associated with maritime passenger 
transport and as a ferry passenger terminal shall be 
avoided.

31.4.2 Public access to, through, around and on the 
wharf structures in Port Management Area 5 shall be 
maintained and enhanced.

31.4.3 The range of activities which shall be 
considered appropriate are those which:

a enable the effi cient and effective operation of the 
ferry terminal and the use of the outer section of 
Victoria Wharf for port activities; and

b encourage public use and enjoyment of the 
wharf; and

c can be undertaken at the same time as 
maintaining or enhancing views of the coastal 
marine area from within the wharf.

31.4.4 Any proposal for use and development shall 
maintain a vehicular and pedestrian accessway on 
Victoria Wharf, and shall not adversely affect the use 
of the seaward section of the wharf for port activities.

31.4.5 A passenger waiting area suffi cient to 
comfortably accommodate the number of passengers 
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using the ferry service at peak times shall be provided 
in that part of Devonport wharf which adjoins the ferry 
berthage area.

31.4.6 Visual and amenity values shall be maintained 
and enhanced by ensuring that:

a the height, bulk and form of any new structure 
is compatible with or complements the existing 
structure; and

b any new structures should, as far as practicable, 
be designed in a manner that is compatible with 
or complements the character of Devonport and 
to the view it will present from Victoria Street; 
and 

c the building materials and colour, including 
any proposed signage, are sensitive to and 
complement the maritime context and prominent 
visual location; and

d the design provides for views out to the coastal 
marine area, particularly from public areas and 
accessways; and

e the design maintains the level of public open 
space and provides a sense of spaciousness 
particularly in internal accessways and public 
areas; and

f the open space and beach between Devonport 
Wharf and Victoria Wharf remain free of 
structures and available for recreational use. 

31.4.7 Minor additions or changes ancillary to the 
existing structure are generally considered appropriate 
when they are for the purpose of public access, 
seating, passenger movement or convenience and 
where they will not obstruct views from within the 
complex out to the coastal marine area, or public 
areas. 

31.4.8 In assessing applications for further 
development in Port Management Area 5 which 
cannot meet the condition for parking spaces required 
by Rule 31.5.14, regard shall be had to:

a the parking requirements for permitted activities; 
and

b the effect of the shortfall in parking spaces on 
the availability of parking generally within the 
Devonport Commercial Area; and

c whether alternatives to the actual provision of 
parking spaces, in terms of a cash or works 
contributions to a community parking scheme are 
appropriate; and

d the level to which the activities proposed are 
likely to attract visitors who utilise the ferry 
services or arrive during periods when parking 
demand by other users is low.

31.5 RULES

The written consent of Ports of Auckland Limited is 
required for the occupation of any structure located 
within the area of the occupation consent granted 
to Ports of Auckland pursuant to Section 384A of 
the Act.  

Permitted Activities

31.5.1 Port activities.

31.5.2 Retail activities.

31.5.3 Restaurants, cafes, take away food and food 
hall activities.

31.5.4 Administration offi ce for Devonport Wharf at 
wharf deck level, and other offi ce activities provided 
they are not located at wharf deck level.

31.5.5 Public recreation activities and public 
facilities, such as seating, toilets, ticketing and 
information boards.

31.5.6 Minor ancillary structures and services.
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31.5.7 Signs, which are:

a located inside the wharf building; and

b required by law, to assist navigation, ensure 
public health and safety or to provide public 
information; and

c externally located sign/s for the purpose of 
naming the wharf or structure.

31.5.8 Navigation buoys and beacons.

31.5.9 Floating oil booms and oil barriers.

31.5.10 The maintenance, repair and reconstruction 
of any existing lawful structure or building in Port 
Management Area 5.

31.5.11 The removal and demolition of any structure 
or building, provided that the safe use of the wharf as 
a ferry passenger terminal, and as a means of access 
for this purpose, can continue. 

31.5.12 Any temporary structure as provided for in 
Rule 12.5.5 of Chapter 12: Structures.

31.5.13 Vehicular parking on Victoria Wharf.

31.5.14 The activities in Rules 31.5.1 to 31.5.13 are 
permitted subject to the following conditions:

a the internal concourse for public access from 
Queens Parade to the ferry passenger waiting 
area at wharf deck level is maintained, with a 
minimum width of three metres; and

b the exterior access on the western side of 
Devonport Wharf (as existing on 25 February 
1995) from Queens Parade to the ferry passenger 
terminal is maintained; and

c the public accessway at wharf deck level, 
between Devonport Wharf and Victoria Wharf (as 
existing on 25 February 1995) is maintained; and

d a minimum 7 metre wide vehicular accessway is 
maintained on Victoria Wharf; and

e a pedestrian accessway is maintained along 
Victoria Wharf; and

f no less than 40% of the fl oor area at wharf deck 
level, and 50 % of the upper level decks, or the 
equivalent fl oor area above wharf deck level, 
shall be freely available for public use and access.  
Within the area available for public use and 
access an indoor passenger waiting area must be 
provided at wharf deck level in a position adjacent 
to the ferry berth; and

g any restaurant or foodhall seating on deck areas 
is restricted to the area immediately adjoining the 
restaurant or foodhall so that the outer half of the 
deck and railing edge remains unobstructed for 
public viewing and access; and

h areas adjoining public stairways and accessways, 
particularly those that also function as fi re exits, 
be kept free of tables and chairs and remain 
unobstructed; and

i the gross fl oor area of the administration offi ce 
shall not exceed 80 square metres; and

j the average fl oor to ceiling height above the 
concourse shall be not less than 4 metres, with a 
minimum height of 3 metres; and

k the height of any structure shall not exceed 9 
metres above wharf deck level; and 

l that any material deposited in the coastal marine 
area is removed as soon as practicable; and

m signs located within the wharf structure comply 
with the conditions relating to accessways and 
do not obstruct the ferry terminal and passenger 
waiting areas; and

n signs required for navigation, public health and 
safety, and public information shall comply with 
Maritime Safety Authority Guidelines; and

o All other signs shall:

i not be fl ashing, revolving or moving; and

ii not be located where it will be a hazard to 
navigation or public access; and

iii have a maximum surface area of 3 square 
metres; and
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iv external signs naming the wharf shall not 
exceed  24 m2 with no one sign exceeding 
12 m2; and

v not protrude above the eaves of the roof, 
or the wall of any building, or above, or 
beyond the structure to which it is attached, 
or exceed a height of 4 metres above wharf 
deck level if it is a free-standing sign; and

p that the rules in Chapter 35: Noise are complied 
with; and

q any external light sources shall be sited, directed 
and screened so as to avoid, as far as practicable, 
any glare on adjacent residential properties; and

r that the following car parking can be provided 
within 400 metres of the wharf;

Retail 1 space for every 35 m2  
of gross fl oor area

Restaurants, cafes, 
take away food 
premises & food halls

1 space for every 10 m2 
of gross fl oor area plus 
1 space for every 15 m2 
of outdoor eating and 
drinking area

Offi ces 1 space for every 35 m2 
of gross fl oor area

Public recreation, 
market & community 
oriented areas

1 space for every 40 m2 
of gross fl oor area

Provided that the total required number of 
car parking spaces for all activities within Port 
Management Area 5 may be reduced by 10 
car parking spaces for each bus parking space 
located within 50 metres of the wharf entrance 
up to a total maximum of three bus parking 
spaces (i.e. maximum rebate of 30 car parking 
spaces).  If the bus parking spaces existing on 
25 February 1995 are removed, relocated, or 
reduced in size, this rebate shall lapse. 

s parking spaces shall have dimensions, and 
manoeuvring areas, which are in accordance with 
the provisions of the North Shore District Plan.

The parking in relation to the activities existing on 
25 February 1995 shall be deemed to have been 
met.  Any change in activities which incurs a different 
car parking ratio will need to comply with the above 
carparking ratios.

Restricted Discretionary Activities

31.5.15 Signs for the purpose of naming a structure, 
or identifying premises or occupants located in the 
wharf which do not comply with the Conditions for 
Permitted Activities, subject to the following standards 
and terms:

a the sign shall not be located on windows 
adjoining public accessways or where it will 
obstruct views through the building from public 
areas; and

b the sign shall not be fl ashing; and

c the sign shall not obstruct public access.

31.5.15.1 The ARC shall restrict the exercise of its 
discretion under Rule 31.5.15 to the following matters:

a the matters of the conditions for permitted 
activities which the proposed sign fails to comply; 
and

b the effect of the size, type, number and location 
of the sign(s) on;

i visual amenity, both from the land and water, 
and prominent public viewing areas; and

ii navigation, aviation and road traffi c safety; 
and

c the cumulative effect of external signs on the 
wharf structure; and

d the appropriateness of the method of placement 
or erection; and
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e the period(s) of time during which the sign is to 
be erected.

Applications made under Rule 31.5.15 will be 
considered without notifi cation or the need to obtain 
the written approval of affected persons, other than 
the written approval of North Shore City Council, in 
accordance with section 94 1(A) of the RMA, unless in 
the opinion of the ARC there are special circumstances 
justifying notifi cation or the need to obtain the written 
approval of affected persons.

Discretionary Activities

31.5.16 Any activity not provided for as a permitted or 
a restricted discretionary activity.

31.5.17 Any addition to the existing structure, or 
erection of any new structure not provided for as a 
permitted activity in Rule 31.5.6, 31.5.7 or 31.5.12 or a 
restricted discretionary activity in Rule 31.5.15.

31.6 OTHER METHODS

31.6.1 The ARC will liaise with North Shore City 
Council, Ports of Auckland Ltd and the developers or 
owners of Devonport Wharf in respect of any future 
use and development of the Wharf.

31.7 PRINCIPAL REASONS FOR ADOPTING

31.7.1 Objectives 31.3.1, 31.3.2, 31.3.5, Policies 31.4.1 to 
31.4.5, 31.4.7 and Rules 31.5.1, 31.5.6 and  31.5.8 
to 31.5.14

Devonport Wharf is one of the city’s most intensively 
used ferry passenger wharves, both for commuters 
and visitors.  As a key passenger transport link 
between downtown Auckland and the Devonport area, 
it is important that this service be facilitated.  As part 
of this function it is important that appropriate public 
access be maintained.

The outer half of Victoria Wharf is used for port 
activities, mainly for maritime passenger transport, 
and it is important that a vehicular and pedestrian 
accessway be maintained in order to ensure that the 
wharf can continue to be used for these activities.

31.7.2 Objectives 31.3.3, 31.3.4, Policies 31.4.3, 31.4.4, 
31.4.6, 31.4.8 and Rules 31.5.2 to 31.5.5, 31.5.7, 
31.5.12, 31.5.14 and 31.5.15 to 31.5.17

The prominent location of Devonport Wharf, both as 
viewed from the land and the sea, requires that any 
proposed alterations or extensions have particular 
regard to the effect on visual and amenity values, and 
to the scale and context of Devonport.  It is therefore 
necessary that the Plan contain appropriate objectives 
and policies and rules which allow for the impacts 
on these values to be assessed and also provides a 
process whereby the local community can also have 
an input.

Devonport Wharf adds to the amenity value of 
Devonport, particularly in terms of providing 
facilities, access, viewing areas and retail/restaurant 
opportunities for the public.  It is appropriate that the 
Plan recognise and facilitate the use of the wharf in 
a way that integrates with the adjoining landward 
area and enables the wharf to operate as a success 
commercially, as well as in its role of providing a ferry 
passenger terminal.  It is therefore appropriate that the 
Plan provide for a range of activities which will enable 
the wharf to operate as a commercial success, at 
the same time as  having activities that are open and 
available to the public.  The conditions attached to the 
permitted activities seek to avoid, remedy or mitigate 
adverse effects.

It is recognised that the use of the wharf, and 
proposals to alter or add to either Devonport or Victoria 
Wharf, have a direct impact on the adjoining land area, 
particularly in respect of such issues as car parking, 
signage and lighting.  It is therefore appropriate that 
the Plan provide objectives, policies and rules for these 
activities to avoid any signifi cant adverse effects.
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31.7.3 Other Method 31.6.1

Maintaining liaison between the ARC, North Shore 
City Council, Ports of Auckland Ltd and the developers 
or owners of Devonport Wharf complements the 
objectives, policies and rules.

31.8 ANTICIPATED ENVIRONMENTAL RESULTS

31.8.1 The continued effi cient functioning of 
Devonport Wharf as a ferry passenger terminal and 
the maintenance of public access to, on and around 
the Wharf.

31.8.2 The maintenance of vehicular and pedestrian 
access on Victoria Wharf and its continued ability for 
the outer section to be used for port activities.

31.8.3 The commercial success of the wharf with 
a range of retail, restaurant and other activities which 
are attractive and open to the public.

31.8.4 The maintenance and enhancement of visual 
and amenity values, both within and outside the wharf 
structure, and the avoidance of adverse effects on the 
adjoining landward area.
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Auckland Airport Management Area – 32

32.1 INTRODUCTION

The Auckland International Airport is a facility which 
is of strategic importance to the Auckland Region 
and New Zealand.  It is the principal point of entry 
for international and domestic passenger fl ights, a 
major terminal in the domestic airline network and a 
signifi cant maintenance and servicing base.  It is also 
strategically important for the air-freight of export and 
import cargo, including fresh produce.  The continued 
operation and development of the Airport contributes 
to the social, economic and cultural wellbeing of the 
region and the nation.

The Plan incorporates the Auckland Airport 
Management Area which recognises the strategic 
importance of the Airport and provides for its day to 
day operational activities and effi cient running.  This 
Management Area restricts use and development in 
the coastal marine area that is not directly associated 
with the Airport and which may adversely affect the 
operation of the Airport now and in the future.  It also 
incorporates some Coastal Protection Areas, and while 
airport-related activities and structures are provided 
for, any adverse effects that they may have on the 
Coastal Protection Areas will still need to be avoided, 
remedied or mitigated.

The airport runway is largely located on land reclaimed 
from the Manukau Harbour.  The presence of the 
runway and associated structures infl uences the 
landscape of this area, which is predominantly “man-
made” and free of vegetation.  It is appropriate that 
the Plan recognises the largely modifi ed landscape of 
this area.  A second runway to the north of the airport 
complex is proposed in the near future.

The Airport has a signifi cant impact on the Manukau 
Harbour coastal environment.  The impacts of the 
coastal marine area include the noise associated with 
the arrival and departure of aircraft, the presence of 
aircraft in the airspace above the coastal marine area, 

and the restriction on the use of the harbour around 
the Airport.  The coastal marine area also receives 
stormwater discharges from the Airport and is the 
location for various associated structures, such as 
ramps, bridges, lighting and navigation devices.

Most of the water area to the south of the existing 
runway is valued for its habitat values, particularly 
as a feeding ground for thousands of international 
migratory wading birds and is identifi ed as a Coastal 
Protection Area 2 in this Plan.  Within this area Wiroa 
Island has been developed by Auckland Airport as an 
artifi cial bird roost to encourage birds away from the 
runway and the fl ight paths of aircraft.  The artifi cial 
roost is widely used by coastal birds and it is the major 
roost on the Manukau Harbour for the threatened 
Wrybill.  Impounded behind the shellbanks is one of 
the largest, best and least disturbed areas of saltmarsh 
remaining in the Manukau Harbour.  For these reasons 
much of the seaward side of this island has been 
identifi ed as Coastal Protection Area 1 in this Plan.

The Pukaki-Waiokauri Creek to the north east of 
the Auckland Airport Management Area is both a 
Coastal Protection Area 2, and a Tangata Whenua 
Management Area.  This area is a Maori Reservation 
established under the Te Ture Whenua Maori Act 
1993.

The Ihumatao fossil forest lies to the north west of the 
existing runway and immediately adjoins the end of 
the proposed new second runway.  It is considered to 
be nationally important, and is identifi ed as a Coastal 
Protection Area 1 in the Plan.  It is diffi cult to defi ne 
the exact boundary of the fossil forest as it is partly 
buried beneath the foreshore and lies across the Mean 
High Water Springs boundary.

The values of these Coastal Protection Areas and 
the adjoining Tangata Whenua Management Area 
exist in conjunction with the operation of the Airport 
facility.  It is considered that the ongoing future use 

Works, activities and structures in the Airport Management Area are subject only to the rules of Chapter 32.  

The objectives and policies of Chapters 3 to 21, 34 and 35 apply to the Airport Management Area in so far as 
they do not confl ict with the objectives and policies of this chapter.  Where there is a confl ict the objectives of 
Chapter 32 shall take precedence. 
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and development of the Airport can be undertaken 
in a manner that ensures that any adverse effects on 
the values of these particular areas can be avoided, 
remedied or mitigated.

32.2 ISSUES

32.2.1 The effi cient operation of the Auckland 
International Airport is of strategic importance to the 
nation and the region.

32.2.2 Activities or development in the Auckland 
Airport Management Area that are not directly 
associated with the operation of the Airport, 
particularly in the area surrounding the runways, could 
adversely affect the safe functioning and effi cient 
management of the Airport.

32.2.3 The Auckland Airport Management Area 
has been identifi ed as having high ecological and 
geological values, particularly in terms of bird habitat 
and feeding areas, and the Ihumatao fossil forest.  Part 
of the Runway Protection Area for the new second 
runway is located in the identifi ed Ihumatao forest; 
Coastal Protection Area 26b.  Use and development 
associated with the Airport needs to ensure that 
adverse effects on these areas are avoided, remedied 
or mitigated. 

32.2.4 Some of the lighting structures located in the 
Runway End Protection Area for the proposed new 
second runway will need to be located in the Ihumatao 
fossil forest area.  Careful examination of this area will 
need to be undertaken.  Where practicable, adverse 
effects of these structures on the fossil forest should 
be avoided; where they cannot be avoided they should 
be remedied or mitigated. 

32.2.5 The Pukaki-Waiokauri Creek adjoining the 
Auckland Airport Management Area is a Tangata 
Whenua Management Area and any use and 
development that impacts on this area needs to 
ensure that adverse effects on Tangata Whenua values 
are avoided, remedied or mitigated.

32.3 OBJECTIVES

32.3.1 To facilitate the safe and effi cient operation of 
the Auckland International Airport.

32.3.2 To avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects 
on the Coastal Protection Areas in the Auckland 
Airport Management Area, while providing for the 
activities and structures associated with the operation 
of the Airport.

32.3.3 To avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects 
from the Auckland Airport Management Area on the 
adjoining Tangata Whenua Management Area.

32.4 POLICIES

32.4.1 Use and development within the Auckland 
Airport Management Area which would adversely 
affect the operation of the Airport, or pose any risk to 
safety shall be avoided.

32.4.2 Use and development associated with the 
operational needs of the Airport shall generally be 
considered appropriate within the Auckland Airport 
Management Area.

32.4.3 In addition to the other policies of this 
Plan which apply generally, any future use and 
development shall have regard to the values of the 
Coastal Protection Areas with the Auckland Airport 
Management Area and the adjoining Tangata Whenua 
Management Area, and seek to avoid, remedy or 
mitigate adverse effects on these areas.

32.5 RULES

Permitted Activities

32.5.1 Activities associated with the operation of the 
airport.
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32.5.2 The erection, reconstruction, placement, 
extension, maintenance, repair and use of, and 
occupation by, bird management activities and 
structures.

32.5.3 Activities associated with research into the 
fl ora and fauna of the coastal marine area for the 
purposes of bird management.

32.5.4 The maintenance, repair and reconstruction 
of any existing lawful structure.

32.5.5 The removal or demolition of any structure.

32.5.6 The erection, reconstruction, placement, 
extension, maintenance, repair and use of, and 
occupation by, navigational aids.

32.5.7 The erection, reconstruction, placement, 
extension, maintenance, repair and use of, and 
occupation by, airport light structures.

32.5.8 The occupation by existing lawful structures 
within the Airport Management Area. 

32.5.9 The activities in Rules 32.5.1 to 32.5.7 are 
permitted subject to the following conditions:

a the activity, work or structure will not modify, 
damage or destroy any site, building, place or 
area identifi ed in Cultural Heritage Schedules 1 
or 2, or protected under the Historic Places Act 
1993; and

b in Coastal Protection Areas 1 there shall no 
disturbance of the foreshore and seabed, and 
in all other areas adverse effects arising from 
disturbance of the foreshore and seabed shall be 
able to be remedied by natural processes within 7 
days of the disturbance; and

c any material deposited in the coastal marine area 
shall be removed as soon as practicable; and

d that the activity does not involve any structures 
being located within the Coastal Protection Area 
1 of the Ihumatao fossil forest; and

e any removal of indigenous vegetation shall 
be limited to that permitted by Chapter 16: 
Disturbance III: Other Disturbance; and

f any discharge shall comply with the provisions of 
Chapter 20: Discharges of Contaminants; and

g in respect of the erection, reconstruction, 
placement  or extension of bird management 
structures, navigational aids and airport light 
structures, written advice shall be given prior 
to the works being undertaken, to the ARC 
Harbourmaster, the Maritime Safety Authority and 
the National Topo/Hydro Authority  at LINZ; and

h in respect of the occupation by bird management 
structures, navigational aids and airport light 
structures, written advice is provided to the ARC 
within seven days of the structure being installed 
and its occupation commencing, together with 
details of the structure and its location within the 
Airport Management Area.

Controlled Activities

32.5.10 Structures associated with the operation 
of the Airport, which have a functional need to be 
located in the coastal marine area and which are 
not permitted, restricted discretionary or prohibited 
activities, or located within the Coastal Protection Area 
1.

32.5.10.1 The ARC will have control over the following 
matters in Rule 32.5.10:

a avoiding, remedying or mitigating any adverse 
effects on the environment; and



Auckland Regional Plan: Coastal32–4

Auckland Regional Council

b the duration of the consent; and

c monitoring of the consent.

An application for a resource consent for any 
controlled activity will be considered without 
notifi cation or the need to obtain the written approval 
of affected persons in accordance with section 94(1)(b) 
of RMA, unless in the opinion of the ARC there are 
special circumstances justifying notifi cation.

Restricted Discretionary Activities

32.5.11 Stormwater outfall structures and tThe 
discharge of stormwater.

32.5.12 Structures associated with the operation of 
the Airport in Coastal Protection Areas 1.

32.5.13 Any activity, including any activity directly 
associated with the carrying out of a permitted 
activity, which fails to comply with one or more of the 
conditions for permitted activities. 

32.5.14 The ARC will restrict the exercise of its 
discretion under Rules 32.5.11 to 32.5.13 to the 
following matters:

a the conditions for permitted activities with which 
the proposed activity fails to comply; and

b avoiding, remedying or mitigating any adverse 
effects on the environment; and

c the adverse effects of the identifi ed values of any 
Coastal Protection Area 1; and

d the effect of any stormwater discharges on water 
and sediment quality; and

e the duration of the consent; and

f monitoring of the consent.

An application for a resource consent for any restricted 
discretionary activity will be considered without 
notifi cation or the need to obtain the written approval 
of  affected persons in accordance with section 94(1A) 
of RMA unless, in the opinion of the ARC, there are 
special circumstances justifying notifi cation.

Non-Complying Activities

32.5.15 Any activity, work or structure which is not 
provided for as a permitted, controlled or restricted 
discretionary activity and which is not a prohibited 
activity.

Prohibited Activities

32.5.16  Any activity, work or structure within the 
Auckland Airport Management Area which is not 
directly associated with the operation of the Airport 
and which will, or is likely to, adversely affect the safe 
operation of aircraft, including any:

a activity in confl ict with the Obstacle Limitation 
Surfaces as detailed in Appendix G; 

b activity in confl ict with the Runway End 
Protection Areas identifi ed in Appendix H; 

c artifi cial light (other than for airport purposes). 

32.5.17 Anchoring of vessels within the Auckland 
Airport Management Area.

32.6 OTHER METHODS

32.6.1 The ARC will liaise with Auckland 
International Airport Ltd in respect of any proposed 
development at the Airport.

32.6.2 Bylaws are another method by which 
activities could be controlled in the Auckland Airport 
Management Area.



Auckland Airport Management Area – 32 32–5

Auckland Regional Council

32.7 PRINCIPAL REASONS FOR ADOPTING

32.7.1 Objective 32.3.1, Policies 32.4.1 and 32.4.2 and 
Rules 32.5.1 to 32.5.11, , 32.5.13 to 32.5.17, and 
Other Methods 32.6.1 and 32.6.2.

The safe and effi cient operation of Auckland 
International Airport is of strategic importance to 
the region and the nation.  It is therefore necessary 
that the provisions of the Plan avoid activities or 
development within the Auckland Airport Management 
Area which are not associated with the operation of 
the Airport and which may interfere with its safe and 
effi cient functioning.

To facilitate the functioning of the Airport, and to 
recognise its established uses within the Auckland 
Airport Management Area, it is appropriate that 
the Plan’s policies and rules facilitate its on-going 
operational needs, at the same time as protecting 
the important values identifi ed within parts of this 
Management Area.

32.7.2 Objective 32.3.2 and 32.3.3, Policy 32.4.3 and 
Rules 32.5.9, 32.5.10, 32.5.12 to 32.5.14, and 
32.5.15.

Within the Auckland Airport Management Area 
there is a Coastal Protection Area 2 and two Coastal 
Protection Areas 1.  The adjoining Pukaki-Waiokauri 
Creek is a Tangata Whenua Management Area.  These 
presently exist alongside the everyday operation and 

use of the Airport.  However these are highly valued 
areas, particularly the Ihumatao fossil forest, which is 
considered to be nationally important.  It is therefore 
appropriate that any development that occurs in these 
areas is assessed, and is undertaken in a manner that 
will protect the values of these areas from signifi cant 
adverse effects.

32.8 ANTICIPATED ENVIRONMENTAL RESULTS

32.8.1 The safe and effi cient operation of the 
Auckland International Airport.

32.8.2 The avoidance of any activities or 
development which would compromise the safe 
and effi cient operation of the Auckland International 
Airport.

32.8.3 The protection of the values of the Coastal 
Protection Areas within the Auckland Airport 
Management Area and the adjoining Tangata Whenua 
Management Area at the same time as providing for 
use and development necessary for the functioning of 
the Airport.
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Defence – 33

33.1 INTRODUCTION

The Defence Act 1990 provides for the establishment 
and operation of the New Zealand Defence Force.  
This is recognised by Policy 4.1.5 of the New Zealand 
Coastal Policy Statement which states that “Regional 
coastal plans should make provision for use of the 
coastal marine area for Defence Purposes.  Defence 
Purposes are those in accordance with the Defence 
Act 1990”.  The Auckland coastal marine area is 
used by the New Zealand Defence Force for a range 
of activities.  Some areas of the coastal marine area 
are identifi ed as fl ight approach paths (Hobsonville 
and Whenuapai airfi elds), while others are used in 
conjunction with adjacent land areas for military 
training exercises (South Kaipara Head and the eastern 
end of Whangaparaoa Peninsula), provide access to 
established Defence facilities (the Royal New Zealand 
Naval Armaments Depot  at Kauri Point), or contain 
Defence equipment (Naval Acoustic Noise Range, 
Great Barrier Island).  The HMNZ Naval Base is located 
at Devonport.  

The Devonport Defence Management Area provides 
specifi cally for New Zealand Defence Force activities.  
The Defence Management Area has for some time 
contained a limited amount of commercial port 
activities.  These activities are a minor component 
of the activities being undertaken in the area.  Some 
activities can have adverse effects on the natural 
and physical values of the coastal marine area.  The 
mooring, fuelling, cleaning and maintenance of 
vessels and the operation of associated plant and 
machinery at HMNZ Naval Base (Devonport Naval 
Base) has the potential to discharge contaminants 

into the coastal marine area, thereby degrading water 
quality.  The Devonport Naval Base also contains 
the largest dry dock in New Zealand.  The dry dock 
and some associated buildings are used not only for 
the maintenance of Defence vessels, but also as a 
commercial construction and maintenance facility for 
other ships.  Water is taken from the coastal marine 
area in the operation of the Calliope Dry Dock and 
some contaminants can be discharged into the coastal 
marine area when vessels leave this facility.  However 
the Devonport Naval Base has many operational 
characteristics that make it similar to the commercial 
Port of Auckland and this similarity is refl ected in the 
Plan provisions.

The coastal marine area may be used for permanent 
or temporary military training activities and for other 
activities undertaken for Defence purposes.  These 
include buffer areas adjacent to land-based fi ring 
ranges, areas within the Hauraki Gulf and east of Great 
Barrier Island which are used for military exercises, 
or for testing and calibration of ships and equipment.  
Such activities may involve the use of the Restricted 
and Danger Areas NZR26 and NZD25 (Kaipara South 
Head), NZD17 and NZD 18 (Whangaparaoa), NZR9 
(Little Barrier Island), NZD11 (Hauraki Gulf), NZD23 
(east of Great Barrier Island) and NZR10 (Hauraki Gulf).  
These areas are called Defence Exercise Areas and 
are identifi ed in Plan Map Series 1 and on Plan Map 
Series 4.

These Defence activities have a range of 
environmental effects depending on whether live or 
inert ordinance is used, the depth of water in which 
the exercises are carried out, the type of substrate, 

This Chapter contains objectives, policies and rules in relation to Defence activities in the coastal marine area.  
The rules section is in two parts.  The fi rst part relates to Defence activities throughout the coastal marine 
area.  Unless otherwise specifi ed these Defence activities are subject to all relevant chapters of the Plan.  The 
second part of the rules section relates to activities within the Devonport Defence Management Area.  This 
Management Area is not subject to Chapter 12: Structures, but is subject to all other chapters of the Plan, 
unless there is a more specifi c provision in Chapter 33.  In this case the more specifi c provision shall apply 
within the Devonport Defence Management Area.

Any application for Defence activities outside of the Devonport Defence Management Area, or for non-port 
related activities within the Devonport Defence Management Area, needs to consider the relevant chapters of 
Part IV: Use and Development and those matters contained in Part III: Values in the assessment of effects on 
the environment.
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and the frequency of the exercises.  Some parts 
of the Hauraki Gulf, such as Bowling Alley Bay at 
Great Barrier Island have been used for underwater 
explosives training exercises.  This has led to public 
concern being expressed over the impacts on the 
cultural and amenity values of these areas.

Many Defence facilities restrict public access to and 
along the coastal marine area.  In some areas there 
is a permanent restriction on access and mooring 
of vessels, while in other areas, such as those used 
for training exercises, access may be restricted on a 
temporary basis for public health and safety.  These 
restrictions on access are imposed through other 
legislation such as the Submarine Cables and Pipelines 
Protection Act 1996 or the Defence Regulations.  
Temporary restrictions on access are usually imposed 
by the issuing of Notices to Mariners and Notices 
to Airmen (Notams).  Restricted areas or prohibited 
anchorages areas for Defence purposes are identifi ed 
on the Plan Maps for information purposes.  While 
such restrictions may be required for operational 
security or the need to protect public health and 
safety, there may be instances where access to and 
along the coastal marine area could be enhanced 
without detriment to Defence activities.  

Section 4 of the RMA binds the Crown to comply 
with the provisions of this Act, except in specifi ed 
circumstances.  This means that the New Zealand 
Defence Force must comply with the provisions of 
this Plan.  However, should the Crown act in a manner 
which is contrary to the provisions of this Plan, action 
cannot be taken against it in terms of the offences 
provisions of the RMA.  This is because section 4(5) 
states that no enforcement order, abatement notice, 
excessive noise direction, or information shall be 
issued against the Crown.

33.2 ISSUE

33.2.1 The New Zealand Defence Force operates 
within the coastal marine area.  However Defence 
facilities and activities can have adverse effects on 
the natural and physical values of the coastal marine 
area which need to be avoided, as far as practicable, 
remedied and mitigated.

33.3 OBJECTIVES

33.3.1 To provide for military use of the coastal 
marine area for Defence purposes, in a way which 
avoids as far as practicable, remedies or mitigates 
adverse effects.

33.3.2 To encourage the progressive upgrading 
of Defence activities in the coastal environment to 
reduce adverse effects on the coastal marine area.

33.4 POLICIES

33.4.1 Defence training exercises shall be 
considered appropriate in the identifi ed areas of the 
coastal marine area shown on the Plan Maps as 
Defence Exercise Areas.

33.4.2 Temporary Military Training Activities shall be 
considered appropriate throughout the coastal marine 
area, except in a Coastal Protection Area 1, provided 
that they are undertaken in ways which avoid as far as 
practicable, remedy or mitigate adverse effects.

33.4.3 Underwater explosives training exercises 
shall be avoided in:

a A Coastal Protection Area 1; and

b Sites, buildings places or areas identifi ed for 
preservation or protection in Cultural Heritage 
Schedules 1 or 2; and

c Areas identifi ed by Tangata Whenua in 
accordance with Tikanga Maori as being of special 
spiritual, cultural, or historical signifi cance and 
shown on the Plan Maps; and

d Marine Reserves and Marine Protected Areas. 

33.4.4 The relevant provisions of Part III: Values, 
Chapters 3 to 9 shall be considered in the assessment 
of any proposal by the New Zealand Defence Force to 
undertake activities outside of the Devonport Defence 
Management Area.

33.4.5 The operational needs of Defence activities 
within areas of the coastal marine area adjacent to 
designated Defence sites and identifi ed on the Plan 
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Maps shall be protected by avoiding any activities 
which would adversely affect their effi cient operation.

33.4.6 Public access should be provided to and 
along the coastal marine area adjacent to military 
facilities where this is not in confl ict with the Defence 
Act 1990 which enables access to be restricted, or 
the need to protect public health and safety.  Any 
restrictions on access to or along the coastal marine 
area imposed through the provisions of this Plan shall 
be the minimum practicable to ensure the operation 
and security of such facilities.

33.4.7 The national importance of the HMNZ Naval 
Base (Devonport Naval Base) shall be recognised by:

a including that part of the coastal marine area 
containing major wharves and other access 
structures within a Defence Management Area; 
and

b providing for its continued operation, while 
encouraging the use of appropriate management 
techniques to avoid, remedy, or mitigate adverse 
effects; and

c requiring the progressive upgrading of facilities 
and operations to avoid, remedy, or mitigate 
adverse effects, particularly those relating to 
water quality.

33.4.8 Any application to erect a structure, other 
than those for port activities, in the Devonport 
Defence Management Area shall demonstrate that:

a the area proposed to be used for the structure 
is no longer entirely needed, and is not likely 
to be needed in the foreseeable future for port 
activities; and

b the loss of the proposed area for port activities 
will not result in increased pressure for 
the expansion of the Devonport Defence 
Management Area beyond its existing 
boundaries; and

c adverse environmental effects will be avoided, 
remedied, or mitigated.

33.4.9 Redevelopment or further development 
of existing navigation channels, wharves, piers and 
berths, and the development of new facilities within 
the Devonport Defence Management Area should 
be designed and located so that the need to dredge 
is either avoided or minimised, as far as practicable, 
where this does not result in additional adverse 
environmental effects.

33.4.10 In order to avoid the direct discharge of 
contaminants or deposition of solid matter into the 
coastal marine area, appropriate provision shall be 
made by the owner, user or developer of port facilities 
and structures for adequate and convenient facilities 
in suffi cient quantity to meet the needs of all vessels 
which berth or anchor within the Devonport Defence 
Management Area for the collection and appropriate 
disposal of:

a sewage, bilge water and litter from vessels; and 

b residues from vessel servicing, maintenance and 
repair; and

c spills from refuelling operations and refuelling 
equipment; and

d spills, residues and debris from cargo operations.

33.4.11 The operation of the Calliope Dry Dock as 
a functioning dry dock shall be recognised and any 
maintenance, repair, alteration, or reconstruction 
of this facility shall be undertaken in a way which 
does not cause signifi cant damage to, or destroy the 
integrity of, the site and the historical values for which 
it is recognised.

33.4.12 Development for Defence purposes 
throughout the coastal marine area including the 
erection, maintenance and repair, demolition, or 
removal of structures shall be:

a avoided where it will result in more than minor 
modifi cation of, or damage to, or the destruction 
of, any Coastal Protection Area 1; and

b avoided where it will modify, damage or destroy 
any site, building, place or area scheduled for 
preservation in Cultural Heritage Schedule 1; and
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c considered inappropriate where it will adversely 
affect any place or area identifi ed for protection in 
Cultural Heritage Schedule 2, unless the adverse 
effects can be avoided, remedied or mitigated.

33.4.13 Wharves and associated infrastructure used 
for Defence Purposes throughout the coastal marine 
area should be maintained in a good and safe working 
condition.

33.4.14 Reclamation and drainage in the Devonport 
Defence Management Area for port development 
purposes shall be considered inappropriate unless:

a it will not result in increased pressure for 
the expansion of the Devonport Defence 
Management Area beyond its existing 
boundaries; and 

b it will not result in an increased intensity of 
activities where those activities will have 
adverse effects on the surrounding residential 
environment; and 

c adverse environmental effects will be avoided, 
remedied or mitigated; and 

d it meets the requirements of Policy 13.4.1 and 
other relevant policies of Chapter 13: Reclamation 
and Drainage. 

33.4.15 Buildings and other structures in the 
Devonport Defence Management Area shall be 
designed and located as far as practicable, so as to 
avoid, remedy or mitigate signifi cant adverse effects 
on views from and to the adjoining land and water. 

33.4.16 When assessing the visual effect of buildings 
and other structures in the Devonport Defence 
Management Area, regard shall be had to: 

a maintaining or enhancing the visual environment 
of the area; and 

b maintaining or enhancing the landscape and 
amenity links between the harbour, the Defence 
Management Area and adjacent commercial and 
residential areas. 

33.5 RULES

Nothing in this chapter prevents other use and 
development from being undertaken within Defence 
Exercise Areas, provided that it complies with any 
relevant provisions of this Plan.  However, in assessing 
any use or development which requires a resource 
consent, particular regard shall be had to ensuring that 
it does not compromise the ability of the New Zealand 
Defence Force to use the exercise areas for Defence 
training exercises and the calibration and testing of 
vessels and equipment.

Permitted Activities General 

33.5.1 Defence Training Exercises and the calibration 
and testing of vessels and equipment in Defence 
Exercise Areas identifi ed on the Plan Maps being 
NZD25 (South Kaipara Head), NZD17 and NZD18 
(Whangaparaoa), NZD11 (Hauraki Gulf), NZD23 (east 
of Great Barrier Island), NZR10 (Hauraki Gulf), NZR26 
(South Kaipara Head) and NZR9 (Little Barrier Island).

33.5.2 Temporary Military Training Activities for 
Defence purposes, except in Coastal Protection Areas 
1, subject to the following conditions:

a the ARC is advised of the timing and location of 
the activities, prior to their commencement; and

b the activity does not involve the occupation of 
space in terms of section 12(4) of the RMA; and

c public access to, along and within the coastal 
marine area is only restricted for the length of 
the exercise and only to the extent reasonably 
necessary to undertake the exercises in a safe 
and effi cient manner; and

d the activity does not involve the erection of 
permanent structures and any temporary 
structures erected for the duration of the training 
activities shall be removed on completion of the 
activity; and

e the activity does not require reclamation or 
drainage of the foreshore and seabed; and
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f any disturbance of the foreshore and seabed is 
able to be remedied by natural processes within 7 
days; and

g there shall be no signifi cant damage to live 
vegetation or fauna and they shall not be 
intentionally removed from the coastal marine 
area; and

h no sand, shingle or shell or other natural material 
shall be intentionally removed from the coastal 
marine area; and

i any discharge of contaminants shall comply 
with the provisions of Chapter 20: Discharges of 
Contaminants; and 

j any place or area scheduled for preservation or 
protection in Cultural Heritage Schedules 1 or 2 
shall not be modifi ed, damaged or destroyed; and

k the activity complies with the noise conditions 
set out in Chapter 35; Noise.

l The use of guns, explosive or pyrotechnic devices 
shall not occur between midnight and 5.00 am 
in the coastal marine area adjacent to land which 
is subject to the jurisdiction of the Central Area 
and Isthmus Sections of the Operative Auckland 
District Plan. 

NB: District Plan requirements (above Mean High 
Water Springs) and any relevant bylaws or 
other requirements under other legislation 
associated with the activity also need to be 
met in addition to the requirements of this 
Plan.]

33.5.3 Disturbance of the foreshore and seabed to 
retrieve munitions or explosives, provided that as far 
as practicable, the ARC is notifi ed of the location and 
timing of munitions or explosives retrieval in a Coastal 
Protection Area 1, prior to the activity commencing.

33.5.4 Port Activities within the Devonport Defence 
Management Area and at Onetaunga Bay Wharf (Kauri 
Point).

Permitted Activities in the Devonport Defence 
Management Area

33.5.5 The construction, maintenance, and repair of 
vessels in the Calliope Dry Dock.

33.5.6 The taking, use, damming and diverting and 
discharge of water for the operation of the Calliope 
Dry Dock facility (including the ballasting of the Dry 
Dock gate), provided that that no vessel cleandown 
commences until the on-site treatment plant is in 
place and operational.

33.5.7 The discharge of contaminants from the 
Calliope Dry Dock until 1 January 1999 or when this 
plan becomes operative (whichever is the later), 
subject to the following conditions:

a as far as practicable, all contaminants or waste 
material from the cleaning and maintenance of 
ships is swept up and removed from the dock 
prior to the dock being fl ooded and the gates 
being opened to refl oat ships; and

b any existing collection or treatment facilities for 
liquids are maintained in good working order and 
used to the fullest extent practicable when the 
dock is in operation.

33.5.8 The construction, maintenance and repair of 
vessels outside of the Calliope Dry Dock subject to the 
following conditions:

a the activity does not involve the use of wet and 
dry grit blasting or water blasting, including the 
use of detergents or chemicals for the purpose of 
paint stripping; and

b any water blasting using low pressure washing 
systems shall not exceed 1,000 psi (6900 kPa),or 
any high volume wash down shall not exceed 100 
psi (690 kPa); and

c the discharge or escape of contaminant material 
or debris onto the foreshore or into the water 
shall be collected as far as practicable and 
removed from the coastal marine area; and
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d Any discharge will not after reasonable mixing, 
give rise to any or all of the following effects:

i the production of any conspicuous oil or 
grease fi lms, scum or foams, or fl oatable or 
suspended materials; or

ii any conspicuous change in the colour or 
visual clarity of the water in the coastal 
marine area; or

iii any emission of an objectionable odour; or

iv any signifi cant adverse effects on aquatic 
life.

NB: Compliance with this rule may require the 
installation of collection devices such as ground 
covers, netting or other devices to ensure the 
collection of any contaminant or debris from the 
operation.

33.5.9 The taking, use and discharge of water for 
the diesel testing facility. 

33.5.10 The maintenance, repair, reconstruction, 
removal or demolition of any structure subject to the 
following conditions: 

a in the case of any maintenance or repair, there is 
no signifi cant change to its external appearance; 
and

b in the case of any maintenance, repair, 
reconstruction, removal or demolition, any 
material deposited in the coastal marine area is 
removed as soon as practicable; and

c in the case of removal or demolition, the structure 
is not listed as a site, building, place or area in 
Cultural Heritage Schedules 1 or 2 of this Plan or 
protected under the Historic Places Act 1993.

33.5.11 The erection or placement of any temporary 
structures required to carry out maintenance and 
repair of existing structures subject to the following 
conditions:

a the structure is temporary in nature; and

b is associated with a permitted activity or an 
activity for which a resource consent has been 
granted; and 

c is removed from the coastal marine area upon 
completion of the maintenance or repair work.

33.5.12 The erection or placement of buildings or 
structures, required for port activities, on existing 
wharves provided that the maximum height of the 
building or structure shall be no more than 10 metres 
above mean sea level.

33.5.13 Structures and services ancillary to existing 
structures, buildings and port activities.  

NB: this includes for example fenders, pontoons, 
handrails, pipelines, power, telecommunication 
and sewer lines.

33.5.14 Navigation buoys and beacons.

33.5.15 Floating oil booms and oil barriers.

33.5.16 The activities in Rules 33.5.5 to 33.5.15 are 
permitted subject to the following further conditions:

a all lighting sources shall be sited, directed, and 
screened so as to minimise, as far as practicable, 
annoyance or nuisance to adjacent residential 
properties; and 

b any noise shall comply with the provisions of 
Chapter 35: Noise; and 

c any signs shall comply with the provisions of 
Chapter 34: Signs; and 

d in the storage or handling of hazardous 
substances all precautions shall be taken to avoid 
the discharge of substances into the coastal 
marine area by ensuring that:

i the substances are stored and handled in 
a manner that any leak or spill is readily 
detectable and discharge into the coastal 
marine area is avoided; and
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ii adequate provision is made for the 
collection of hazardous substances in 
sumps or bunded areas, in the design of 
all new buildings, structures or areas used 
for the storage or handling of hazardous 
substances, so as to provide protection in 
the event of leakage or spillage, (except in 
relation to wharf lines and other facilities 
where sumps or bunding is not possible.)  
Such protection facilities shall be designed, 
constructed and maintained to have 
adequate capacity, enable ready detection of 
leakage or spillage and prevent discharge to 
stormwater systems or to the coastal marine 
area; and

iii wharf lines and other facilities which cannot 
employ sumps or bunding shall employ the 
best practicable option to ensure that the 
risk of adverse effects due to spillage or 
leakage is minimised.

Controlled Activities General

33.5.17 Temporary Military Training Exercises not 
complying with the conditions of Rule 33.5.2, subject 
to the following standards and terms:

a the activity does not take place in Coastal 
Protection Areas 1; and

b the activity does not require the erection of a 
permanent structure; and

c the activity does not require reclamation or 
drainage of the foreshore or seabed.

33.5.17.1 The ARC will have control over the matters 
which do not meet the Conditions for Permitted 
Activity Rule 33.5.2.

Controlled Activities – Devonport Defence Management 
Area

33.5.18 The erection or placement on the seabed of 
any new structures required for port activities, except 
in the Management Area south of a line parallel to the 
harbour edge of Calliope South Wharf.  

33.5.19 The extension , alteration or reconstruction of 
existing structures required for port activities, except 
in the Management Area south of a line parallel to the 
harbour edge of Calliope South Wharf. 

33.5.20 Any activity undertaken in terms of Rules 
33.5.18 and 33.5.19 shall comply with the following 
standards and terms:

a the Conditions for Permitted Activities in Rule 
33.5.16 shall be complied with; and

b the maximum height of any structure or any 
building on the structure shall be no more than 10 
metres above mean sea level; and

c the proposed work or structure shall not 
adversely affect navigation and safety; and

d the proposed work or structure shall not modify, 
damage or destroy any site, building, place or 
area scheduled for preservation or protection in 
Cultural Heritage Schedules 1 or 2 or protected 
under the Historic Places Act 1993; and

e oil and grit traps shall be designed, installed and 
maintained in the stormwater drainage systems 
of plant wash down areas.

33.5.21 The ARC will have control over the following 
matters in Rules 33.5.18 and 33.5.19:

a the timing and method of construction, 
placement, addition, alteration, or replacement; 
and 

b the effects on natural coastal processes of any 
construction, placement, addition, alteration, or 
replacement; and

c the methods taken to avoid, remedy, or mitigate 
the discharge of contaminants or deposition of 
solid matter into the coastal marine area; and

d the scale, design, and appearance of any 
structure; and

e measures to be taken to more effi ciently use 
space on existing wharves or adjacent land, in 
order to minimise the size of any new structure 
or the extent of any expansion; and
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f the duration of the consent; and

g the monitoring of the consent. 

33.5.22 Discharges of contaminants from 
maintenance activities on existing structures subject 
to the provisions of Chapter 20: Discharges.

33.5.23 The construction, maintenance and repair of 
vessels outside of Calliope Dry Dock which does not 
comply with the conditions of Rule 33.5.8.

33.5.23.1 The ARC will have control over the following 
matters under Rule 33.5.23:

a the volume and level of discharges arising from 
the activity; and

b the method of discharge and the effects arising 
from the method chosen; and

c the provision of adequate facilities for the 
collection, treatment and disposal of any 
discharge; and

d the duration of the consent; and

e the monitoring of the consent.

Applications for controlled activities will be considered 
without notifi cation or the need to obtain the written 
approval of affected persons, in accordance with 
section 94(1) (b) of the RMA unless in the opinion of 
the ARC there are special circumstances justifying 
notifi cation.

Restricted Discretionary Activities – Devonport Defence 
Management Area

33.5.24 The erection or placement of any new 
structure on the seabed, or the extension,  alteration 
or reconstruction of existing lawful structures, required 
for port activities which fail to comply with the 
Conditions for Permitted Activities and the Standards 
and Terms for Controlled Activities.

33.5.24.1 The ARC will restrict the exercise of its 
discretion under Rule 33.5.24 to the following matters:

a the matters listed in conditions for permitted 
activities in Rule 33.5.16 and standards and terms 
for controlled activities in Rule 33.5.20 with which 
the proposed work fails to comply; and

b whether more effi cient use of space on existing 
wharves or adjacent land would avoid the need 
for the structure or reduce its size; and

c in the case of any structure in the Management 
Area south of the harbour edge of Calliope South 
Wharf, the adverse effects on the use of the 
lower harbour, including public recreation and 
navigation of vessels; and

d the duration of the consent; and

e monitoring of the consent;

f the scale, design and appearance of any 
structure; and 

g where height is a condition not complied with, 
the effect of any building or structure on views to 
and from the coastal marine area. 

Applications will be considered without notifi cation 
or the need to obtain the written approval of affected 
persons, in accordance with section 94(1A) of the 
RMA unless in the opinion of the ARC there are 
special circumstances justifying notifi cation.

Discretionary Activities

33.5.25 Underwater explosives training exercises, 
except in a Coastal Protection Area 1.

33.5.26 Temporary Military Training exercises which 
involve the erection of permanent structures, except in 
a Coastal Protection Area 1.

33.5.27 Reclamation and drainage for port purposes 
within the Devonport Defence Management Area.

33.5.28 The discharge of contaminants from the 
Calliope Dry Dock after the date identifi ed in Rule 
33.5.7.
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33.5.29 Any activity or work which would modify, 
damage, or destroy any site, building, place or area 
scheduled for protection in Cultural Heritage Schedule 
2, unless that activity or work is prohibited by other 
provisions in this Plan.

Non-Complying Activities

33.5.30 Any activity that is not provided for as 
a permitted, controlled, restricted discretionary, 
discretionary or prohibited activity in any other rule 
contained in this chapter.

Restricted Coastal Activities

33.5.31 Structures within the Devonport Defence 
Management Area or in other parts of the coastal 
marine area where they are for Defence purposes 
are subject to the Restricted Coastal Activities Rules 
12.5.24 – 12.5.26 of Chapter 12 Structures.

Other Restricted Coastal Activities may include 
reclamations and dredging and reference should be 
made to Chapters 13 and 15 to determine whether 
this is the case.

Prohibited Activities

33.5.32 Underwater explosives training exercises in:

a A Coastal Protection Area 1; or

b Areas identifi ed by Tangata Whenua in 
accordance with Tikanga Maori as being of special 
spiritual, cultural, or historical signifi cance and 
shown on the Plan Maps; or

c Sites, buildings, places or areas identifi ed for 
preservation and protection in Cultural Heritage 
Schedules 1 or 2; or

d Marine reserves and marine protected areas.

33.5.33 Any activity or work which would modify, 
other than for the purpose of maintaining intrinsic 
heritage values, damage or destroy any site, building, 
place or area scheduled for preservation in Cultural 
Heritage Schedule 1.

OTHER METHODS

33.6.1 Defence Areas, prohibited areas or prohibited 
anchorage areas within the coastal marine area shall, 
as far as practicable, be identifi ed on the Plan Maps for 
information purposes.  Prohibitions on public access to 
or through these areas or the anchoring or mooring of 
vessels within these areas is imposed by the Defence 
Act 1990 and the Submarine Cables and Pipelines 
Protection Order 1992.

33.6.2 The ARC will encourage the New 
Zealand Defence Force to implement an agreed 
programme to upgrade facilities within the Devonport 
Defence Management Area.  This will result in the 
progressive introduction of appropriate collection, 
treatment and disposal facilities for sewage and 
bilge water discharges from vessels, contaminants 
from equipment and vessel operations, servicing, 
maintenance and repair, and spillages from refuelling 
operations and equipment.

This programme shall be established and 
implementation shall have commenced in time to 
meet the requirements of Rule 33.5.7 

33.6.3 The ARC supports the New Zealand Nuclear 
Free Zone, Disarmament and Arms Control Act 1987 
and is opposed to the visits of nuclear-armed and 
nuclear propelled warships or aircraft to Auckland.

33.7 PRINCIPAL REASONS FOR ADOPTING

33.7.1 Objective 33.3.1, Policies 33.4.1, 33.4.2, 33.4.5, 
33.4.12-13, Rules 33.5.1, 33.5.2, 33.5.17, and 
Method 33.6.1.

The objective, policies, and rules give effect to Policy 
4.1.5 of the New Zealand  Coastal Policy Statement 
which requires that provision be made for use of 
the coastal marine area for Defence purposes.  The 
policies and rules provide for Defence operations 
where they are considered to have minor adverse 
effects because of their scale or the intermittent 
nature of their operation.  Such activities have a 
functional need to be undertaken in the coastal marine 
area or they are recognised  under the Defence Act 
1992 or Defence Regulations.
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33.7.2 Policies 33.4.7 to 33.4.11, Policies 33.4.14 to 
33.4.16, Rules 33.5.4 to 33.5.16, 33.5.18 to 
33.5.24, 33.5.27 and 33.5.30

These policies and rules specifi cally recognise the 
existence of the Devonport Naval Base and provide 
for its continued operation.  The environmental 
effects associated with the use of the naval base, 
and the redevelopment of existing structures and 
development of new structures, are considered 
to be similar to those likely to be experienced in 
the Port Management Areas 1A and 1B.  For this 
reason, similar provisions relating to the operation, 
development, and redevelopment of these port areas 
have been applied to the identifi ed part of the coastal 
marine area at Devonport. This area is signifi cantly 
modifi ed by a number of naval wharves, ramps, and 
launching facilities.  

33.7.3 Objective 33.3.2, Policy 33.4.7, Rules 33.5.7 and 
33.5.28 and Method 33.6.2

The Devonport Naval Base was established under 
earlier legislation which exempted the Crown from 
many requirements.  Problems are recognised in the 
operation of the Naval Base, including Calliope Dry 
Dock, particularly from the uncontrolled discharge 
of contaminants into the coastal marine area.  Major 
capital expenditure is required to upgrade the facilities.  
These objectives, policies, rules and methods 
recognise the need for this upgrading to avoid, remedy 
and mitigate the adverse effects on water quality, but 
provide for this work to be carried out progressively 
over a set time.

33.7.4 Policies 33.4.4, 33.4.6, 33.4.11, 33.4.12 and Rules 
33.5.3, 33.5.26, 33.5.29 and 33.5.33

These policies and rules give effect to the provisions 
of the Plan dealing with public access, the preservation 
and protection of sites and areas listed in the Cultural 
Heritage Schedules, and the protection of the values 
of Coastal Protection Areas 1 and 2 as they relate to 
use and development by the New Zealand Defence 
Force.  The reasons for adopting these objectives, 
policies and rules are discussed in more detail in the 
relevant chapters of the Plan.

33.7.5 Policy 33.4.3 and Rules 33.5.25 and 33.5.32

This policy and rule recognise that underwater 
explosives training exercises undertaken by the New 
Zealand Defence Force may have signifi cant adverse 
environmental effects in some parts of the coastal 
marine area, including effects on cultural and amenity 
values.  Areas of particular ecological, historical, and 
cultural value, and areas which are protected under 
other legislation, are identifi ed as being inappropriate 
areas for these activities to be undertaken.

33.7.6 Method 33.6.3 

This method gives effect to the resolutions of the 
Auckland Regional Council of 19 September 1983 and 
21 June 1993 opposing the visits of nuclear armed and 
nuclear propelled warships or aircraft to Auckland.

33.7.7 Rule 33.5.31

This rule is required to be included in the Plan by the 
Minister of Conservation, pursuant to the RMA.

33.8 ANTICIPATED ENVIRONMENTAL RESULTS

33.8.1 The effi cient and effective operation of 
Defence activities within the coastal marine area.

33.8.2 The maintenance of the natural and physical 
values of the coastal marine area.

33.8.3 Minimising confl ict between Defence 
activities and public use and enjoyment of the coastal 
marine area.



Signs – 34 34–1

Auckland Regional Council

Signs – 34

34.1 INTRODUCTION

Section 12(1)(b) of the RMA states that no person 
may, in the coastal marine area, erect, reconstruct, 
place, alter, extend, remove, or demolish any structure 
or any part of a structure that is fi xed in, on, under, 
or over any foreshore or seabed, unless expressly 
allowed by a rule in a regional coastal plan or a 
resource consent.  In addition, section 7(c) of the 
RMA requires that particular regard be had to the 
maintenance and enhancement of amenity values. 

Signs are necessary in the coastal marine area in 
order to ensure navigational safety, public health and 
safety, provide information and advice, or to identify a 
structure or location. 

The coastal marine area is a visually sensitive area and 
is viewed by large numbers of people.  Signs in the 
coastal marine area can adversely impact on natural 
character, landscape, and amenity values by:

a detracting from views or important visual 
elements such as landmarks, seascapes, or view 
shafts;

b being visually obtrusive and creating an effect of 
clutter, because of the relationship to other signs 
or landscape elements;

c being insensitive in terms of scale, form, and 
relationship to the surroundings.

The appropriateness of signs will depend on their 
purpose, particular context, and the environment 
in which they are located.  The need to name a 
structure or identify the availability of a product or 
service at a particular location in the coastal marine 
area is recognised.  However signs for the sole or 

predominant purpose of advertising or promoting a 
product, business, or service, particularly if they are 
not located in the coastal marine area are considered 
inappropriate.

However parts of the coastal marine area, such as 
Port Management Areas adjoining the central business 
district, are located next to areas characterised by a 
high degree of modifi cation and development.  In this 
context it is recognised that signs may be located 
on wharves or structures in the coastal marine area 
without their presence detracting from natural or visual 
amenity values.

A number of special maritime events and activities are 
held in the coastal marine area of the Auckland Region.  
These events add to the attraction of Auckland and 
provide economic and social benefi ts for the city.  
Signs advertising these events, and the sponsors of 
these events is integral to their public support and to 
the funding of the event, and is usually for only a short 
duration.  For these reasons it is appropriate that the 
Plan provide for signs for this purpose.

Some signs, such as navigational signs, boundary 
markers, or signs advising of activities need to be 
located in the coastal marine area to be effective.  It 
is preferable that such signs be located on an existing 
structure in the coastal marine area, or where possible 
on the adjoining land, rather than being located in the 
water area.  Those that are located on piles or on an 
existing structure usually have only a minor effect on 
coastal processes.  

Inappropriately located or constructed signs could 
obstruct or confl ict with navigation and create a 
hazard.  Flashing, illuminated or artifi cially lit signs may 
be confused with navigation lights or devices and pose 
a risk to navigation.  They may also detract from the 

The provisions of this Chapter apply to all of the coastal marine area.  The provisions of Chapter 12: 
Structures do not apply to signs.  However the provisions of all other chapters apply as appropriate.

In making an application for a sign, as well as the relevant Chapters in Part IV: Use and Development, those 
matters raised in Part III: Values, need to be considered in relation to the assessment of effects on the 
environment.

The construction and erection of signs is also subject to the requirements of the Building Act 1991.
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amenity values of adjoining landward areas, particularly 
if they are used for residential purposes.  Other signs, 
such as sandwich board signs, could detract from 
public access along wharves or accessways and 
pose a risk to public safety.  Signs, particularly large 
advertising signs within the coastal marine area may 
distract drivers on adjacent roads and be a traffi c 
hazard.

34.2 ISSUES

34.2.1 Signs are necessary in the coastal marine 
area to ensure navigational safety, public health and 
safety, to identify the boundaries of marine reserves 
or other signifi cant areas and to advise if particular 
activities may or may not be undertaken.

34.2.2 Inappropriately located or designed signs 
can have an adverse effect on public access, visual 
amenity, and navigation.  They may also adversely 
affect traffi c safety, as signs may be a distraction to 
drivers using roads adjacent to the coastal marine 
area.

34.2.3 Signs can add to the amenity of an area by 
informing the public of services, facilities, and products 
that are available.  However the coastal marine area 
is viewed by a large number of people, and signs 
can have an adverse effect on the visual amenity and 
natural character of the coastal marine area.

34.2.4 Some parts of the coastal marine area, such 
as the Port Management Areas are characterised 
by a high level of modifi cation and adjoin intensely 
developed areas, such as the central business district.  
There is a need to recognise that these areas can 
accommodate a greater level of signage without 
resulting in the adverse effects that they would create 
in lesser developed areas.  However there is still a 
need to ensure that visual amenity value of these 
highly viewed waterfront areas is maintained.

34.2.5 Signs advertising special maritime events, 
and the sponsors of these events, are integral to their 
public support and the funding of the event.  These 
events add social and economic value to the city and 
are usually for a relatively short duration.  There is a 
need to provide for these signs, while ensuring that 
adverse effects are avoided.

34.3 OBJECTIVE

34.3.1 To provide for appropriate signs in the coastal 
marine area while avoiding, remedying, or mitigating 
adverse effects.

34.4 POLICIES

34.4.1 Signs in the coastal marine area shall be 
considered appropriate for the purposes of:

a navigation advice or warning of hazards; or

b giving necessary public information, including 
public health and safety matters; or

c naming or identifying a building, wharf or 
structure in the coastal marine area; or

d conveying information of a service or product 
available in the coastal marine area; or

e advertising an event or activity being undertaken 
in the coastal marine area, including the sponsors 
of the event, and which are erected for the 
period of time that the event or activity is being 
undertaken; or

f conveying information or marking the boundary 
of marine protected areas, Coastal Protection 
Areas or cultural heritage sites, and advising on 
activities that may be undertaken in specifi c parts 
of the coastal marine area.

34.4.2 Signs should be located on an existing 
structure in the coastal marine area or on the adjoining 
land, where this is practicable and appropriate for the 
information being conveyed. 

34.4.3 Artifi cially lit, fl ashing or revolving signs 
other than those necessary for navigation purposes, 
shall be avoided where they will have a signifi cant 
adverse affect on the amenity value of adjoining land 
or adjacent land, particularly land used for residential 
purposes.

34.4.4 Signs shall be avoided where they will have 
an adverse effect on navigation, road safety outside 
the coastal marine area, or public access to and along 
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the coastal marine area, including access to or along 
wharves, accessways or gangways.

34.4.5 Signs should be of an appropriate scale, 
design and type, and be so located as to avoid, 
remedy or mitigate adverse effects on the coastal 
environment including:

a natural character and any Coastal Protection Area; 
and

b signifi cant landscape elements and features; and

c the visual and aesthetic quality and compatibility 
of the surrounding environment; and

d areas and features of cultural and heritage value; 
and

e amenity values; and

f areas of value to Tangata Whenua, and in 
particular tauranga ika, tauranga waka, taonga 
raranga, mahinga mataitai, waahi tapu and areas 
of the coastal marine area adjacent to marae and 
papakainga housing.

34.4.6 The adverse cumulative effect of a number 
of signs, in terms of scale, design, type, shape, and 
colour shall be avoided.

34.4.7 Signs shall be avoided where they will 
obstruct views from the land to the coastal marine 
area, particularly in highly used public viewing areas, 
except where;

a they are erected for a temporary period for the 
purpose of advertising an event or activity being 
undertaken in the coastal marine area; or 

b they are necessary for navigation, public health 
and safety; or  

c they provide necessary public information.

34.4.8 Signs located on wharves or buildings should 
not compromise the visual integrity of the wharf or 
building on which they are located.

34.4.9 Signs for the purpose of advertising a 
business, product or service shall be considered 
inappropriate in the coastal marine area, particularly if:

a the business, product or service is not located 
in the coastal marine area at the site of the sign; 
and 

b the sign is not located in a Port Management 
Area which adjoins a landward area which is 
characterised by a high level of signage and 
development.

34.5 RULES

In respect of signs in Port Management Area 3, 
reference should also be made to the resource 
consent granted for the comprehensive 
redevelopment of Princes Wharf. 

Permitted Activities

34.5.1 Signs required by law, to assist navigation, 
ensure public health and safety, or to provide 
necessary public information, such as identifying pier 
numbers on wharves, ferry timetables or a map of an 
area, and any occupation by the sign, subject to the 
following conditions:

a the sign shall comply with any Maritime Safety 
Authority or Civil Aviation Authority Guidelines or 
any relevant law;

b if condition (a) does not apply, the sign shall:

i not be fl ashing, revolving or otherwise 
moving unless necessary for navigation 
purposes; and

ii not be located where it will be a hazard to 
navigation; and

iii have a maximum surface area of 3 square 
metres.  

34.5.2 Signs, erected by the Crown, the ARC or any 
other administering body, for the purpose of marking 
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the boundaries or conveying information on marine 
reserves, Coastal Protection Areas, cultural heritage 
sites, reserves or to advise of activities which may or 
may not be undertaken in a specifi c part of the coastal 
marine area, and any occupation by the sign, subject 
to any sign not being a hazard to navigation.

34.5.3 Signs, inside buildings, for the purpose of 
naming or identifying a wharf, building, business, 
product or service available subject to:

a the Building Act 1991; and

b the sign not obstructing public accessways or 
gangways.

34.5.4 Signs located on external walls of buildings 
or on structures located in Port Management Areas 
1A, 1B, 1C, 2, 3 and 4 for the purpose of naming 
or identifying a wharf, building, structure, business, 
product or service available in the Port Management 
Area, subject to the following conditions:

a any sign shall be attached to or located 
immediately adjoining the building, wharf, or 
structure which is being named or identifi ed, or 
sited where the product, business or service is 
available; and

b any sign shall not restrict public accessways or 
be located where it will be a hazard to navigation; 
and 

c there shall be no more than a total of 24 m2 of 
signage per wharf or on buildings located on a 
wharf, with, subject to rule 34.5.4(f) below, no 
one sign exceeding a maximum surface area of 
12 square metres; and

d any product advertising shall be limited to 50% of 
the sign; and 

e the sign shall not protrude above the eaves of the 
roof, or wall of any building, or above or beyond 
the structure to which it relates; and

f any freestanding sign shall not exceed a height 
of 4 metres above wharf deck level, and, if the 
sign is located in the Port Management 3 Area 
or in that part of the Port Management 2 Area 

extending between Princes Wharf and Queens 
Wharf, shall not exceed an area of 4 m2;and

g any sign shall not be fl ashing, revolving or 
otherwise moving.

34.5.5 Signs, located on external walls of buildings 
or on structures located outside of Port Management 
Areas, for the purpose of naming or identifying a 
wharf, building, structure, business, product or service 
available in the coastal marine area, subject to the 
following conditions:

a the sign shall be attached to or located on the 
building, wharf, or structure which is being 
named or identifi ed, or sited where the business, 
product or service is available; and

b any sign shall not restrict public accessways or 
be located where it will be a hazard to navigation; 
and 

c there shall be no more than one sign per 
structure (i.e. per wharf or building on a wharf) 
with a maximum surface area of 3 square metres; 
and

d any product advertising shall be limited to 50% of 
the sign; and

e the sign shall not protrude above the eaves of 
the roof, or the wall of any building, or above or 
beyond the structure to which it relates; and 

f any freestanding sign shall not exceed a height of 
4 metres above wharf deck level; and

g the sign shall not be fl ashing, illuminated, 
revolving or otherwise moving.

34.5.6 Sandwich board signs naming or identifying 
a business, product or service available in the coastal 
marine area, subject to the following conditions:

a the sign shall be displayed as close as practicable 
to the premises to which it relates; and

b there shall be no more than one sandwich board 
sign per premises; and
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c sandwich boards are to be displayed at wharf 
deck level only; and

d a sandwich board sign shall not exceed a size of 
1 metre high by 600 mm wide; and

e sandwich board signs shall not be placed in or 
on public accessways or gangways where the 
width of the accessway would be reduced to less 
than 2 metres, or such greater width required for 
public health and safety reasons under any other 
legislation.

34.5.7 Signs advertising an event or activity being 
undertaken in the coastal marine area, and which 
are erected for the period that the event or activity 
is being undertaken, except in a Coastal Protection 
Area 1, subject to the following conditions:

a not more than one sign shall be used to advertise 
the event or activity; and

b the sign shall not exceed 10 square metres in 
area; and

c the sign shall not protrude above the eaves of the 
roof or wall of any building, or above or beyond 
the structure to which it relates; and 

d any freestanding sign shall not exceed a height 
of 4 metres above wharf deck level or Mean High 
Water Springs if it is not located on an existing 
structure; and

e not more than 50% of any such sign shall identify 
the sponsor of the event, whether it be by name, 
logo, crest or otherwise; and

f the sign shall not be fl ashing, illuminated, 
refl ective, revolving or otherwise moving; and

g the sign shall be affi xed in a manner that it does 
not pose a danger to property or to public safety, 
and does not obstruct public access or navigation; 
and

h the sign shall not be placed more than 7 days 
before the commencement of the event and shall 
be removed within 48 hours of the completion of 
the event; and

i the organiser of the event shall notify the ARC in 
writing before any sign is erected.

Restricted Discretionary Activities

34.5.8 Signs in Port Management Areas 1A, 1B, 1C 
2, 3 and 4 which;

a do not comply with any or all of the Conditions for 
Permitted Activity Rule 34.5.4; and

b if they are for the purpose for advertising a 
product, business or service located in a Port 
Management Area.

34.5.8.1 The ARC will restrict the exercise of its 
discretion under Rule 34.5.8 to the following matters:

a the conditions of Rule 34.5.4 with which the 
proposed sign fails to comply; and

b the effect of the size, type, number and location 
of the sign or signs on:

i visual amenity, both from the land and water, 
and prominent public viewing areas; and

ii navigation, aviation and road traffi c safety; 
and

c the cumulative effect of external signs on the 
structure or building; and

d the appropriateness of the method of placement 
or erection; and

e the duration of the consent; and

f monitoring of the consent.

Applications made under Rule 34.5.8 will be 
considered without notifi cation or the need to 
obtain the written approval of affected persons, in 
accordance with section 94(1A) of the RMA, if the 
written approval of the relevant adjoining territorial 
authority is obtained.

34.5.9 Signs advertising an event or activity being 
undertaken in the coastal marine area, which are 


